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        Begin yours with a Hunter. 

The Family Adventure Series of  

Hunter keel sailboats was designed 
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You probably are not surprised to learn that South Beach is a place where 
the latest fashion trends often show up first.

Miami’s South beach is also home to the Miami International Boat Show and 
I just returned home from a week at the 2013 show looking at and running all the 
latest boats. It’s a big show, it is exciting and we always see lots of great new boats 
and equipment yet this year was different.

Miami was full of SUVs–sport-utility vessels. Everywhere you looked, you 
would see cruisers that were equipped for fishing, you would see fishing boats 
equipped for cruising and most notably, you would see outboards on the back.

Canadian Yachting was the first magazine in North America to publish a review 
of the new Sea Ray 370 Venture in our December 2012 issue. This looks like 
a handsome new Sea Ray express cruiser and you cannot see the engines from 
outside the boat but hidden under special covers are a pair of 300 hp Mercury 
Verado outboard motors.

It was an especially interesting comparison to the Sea Ray 370 Sundancer express 
cruiser we wrote up in the October 2012 issue of Canadian Yachting! Both issues are 
available on our website in digital form so you can easily read these as back-to-back 
comparisons. The 370 Sundancer had twin MerCruiser 8.2 L big block stern drive 
engines rated at 380 hp each and the boat reached 44.4 mph top speed.

The next issue featured the Sea Ray 370 Venture with twin 300 hp Verados. 
These highly efficient 6 cylinder engines are only 2.6 L displacement compared to 
the 8.2s in the Sundancer yet the Venture still reached a top speed of 41.8 mph. 

You can safely expect the Verados to use less fuel (depending on how you drive 
it) and the small difference in top speed is not very significant but the difference 
in cabin space was staggering. The Sundancer has a little conversation area below 
the helm that can turn into a double berth while the Venture has a full aft cabin 
with an island queen berth!

That was the space where the engines used to be!
In Miami, we saw outboards everywhere. They are light, powerful, economical 

and they are self-contained—no thru-hulls are needed for cooling water and there 
are no struts, shafts, rudder posts and so on.

For areas like the Great Lakes where low water levels are making it difficult to 
get into marinas and yacht club harbours, outboards draw less depth and can be 
tilted up to idle into shallow places that a shaft boat cannot go.

Just like no one buys a big Oldsmobile four-door sedan anymore, sport-utility 
vessels are rapidly replacing older, less versatile styles of boats. Keep your eyes 
open for the change this summer!

By Andy Adams - Managing Editor - aadams@kerrwil.com

Vantage Point

Miami Was Full Of SUVs

The Power of Simple™

©2013 Garmin Ltd. or its subsidiaries GPSMAP
®

8000

New Garmin Integrated Glass Helm

The GPSMAP 8000 Glass Helm Series is the most technologically advanced, powerfully simple 
to use, chartplotter series we have ever offered. Everything, including charts, CHIRP, radar, 
autopilot, connectivity, engine data, and multi-media can be integrated across a smooth, 
customized glass helm of one or more multi-touch displays. Choose MFD or black box system. 
Each flush or flat mount.

To learn more, visit Garmin.com/8000

17160 GPSMAP 8000 Print Ad-CanYachting.indd   1 2/12/13   11:38 AM

 Cabins, hardtops, plush seats, fishing 
and sport features and huge outboard 
power went mainstream in Miami.
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The BriTiSh Virgin iSlandS is 
home to Conch Charters, operated for 
the past 25 years by Canadians Cindy 
Chestnut and Brian Gandey, a young 
couple from Montreal.

Everybody that I have met that has 
taken a winter trip to the Caribbean 
spends at least one moment fantasizing 
about “cashing it all in” and starting 
a business in a tropical paradise. I 
know because I have done it many 
times. The British Virgins Islands is 
one of these special places; beautiful 
blue water, swaying palm trees, gentle 
people and perfect sailing weather 
almost all year long. In today’s world 
this is all but impossible with all 
regulations, quotas, bureaucracy and 
maturation of the of the local business 
society in the islands. But 25 years ago, 
the dream was alive and available for 
the taking for Cindy and Brian.

Was it the exotic tropical islands or 
escaping from the reality of Canadian 
winters that made these two rookies 
take a leap of faith to start Conch 

Charters? Brian recounts that back in 
the day when you had a business idea 
for the BVIs you met with the Governor 
and Chief Minister and talked for a 
while. Then as Brian remembers, “After 
a few cocktails, they told us the secret 
to getting tourists down here was yacht 
chartering, and just like that we were in 
the yacht chartering business”.

At the time chartering was in its 
infancy and to start the newly formed 
company, the daring duo purchased 
two boats: an O’Day 37 centre cockpit 
and an Allmand 31 and found dockage 
for them on some well used wooden 
docks just outside of Roadtown. Cindy, 
who handles most of the advertising 
and marketing crafted together a small 
classified ad and placed it in Cruising 
World Magazine and waited. Their 
first customer was a fireman from New 
Jersey who was sent out by Conch 
on December 7th, 1987 on a yacht 
bearing the Japanese name Nishikazi. 
The charterer, who had a wicked sense 
of humour, called Brian from Cane 

Garden Bay, Conch’s first call from a 
boat out on charter, to tell him that he 
was out sailing a Japanese named boat 
on Pearl Harbour Day! Both had a good 
laugh over that. The charter ended up a 
great success and he became a regular 
customer for many years thereafter. 
Currently Conch Charter operates with 
approximately 48 yachts, both monohulls 
and catamarans in Fort Burt Marina that 
has evolved from wooden pilings to two 
large concrete docks with an adjacent 
office. Cindy laughs when she remem-
bers when the original office was in the 
laundry room of their apartment between 
the sheets and the towels. The facilities 
have gotten bigger and better but Cindy 
and Brian have always worked hard to 
maintain the feel of a family run busi-
ness. Our customers feel and appreciate 
both our attention and passion for the 
business as over 60% of our customers 
are repeat customers. Our staff of 23 
people feels this passion too, as several of 
the staff have been with Conch almost 
from the beginning. 
As in any business that has been a 
going concern for 25 years, Conch 
Charters has had to endure a few 
bumps in the road so to speak. For 
example, in 1991 The Gulf War broke 
out and the world stopped flying; a 
tough situation when your business is 
on a distant island. Brian remembers 
that he went to Jost Van Dyke and 
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Life begins at 40.

For more information, contact one of the 
following Canadian dealers in your area.

True North Yachts
Mississauga, ON
866.610.1707
allan@truenorthyachts.ca

Marina Lennox
Saint-Paul-de-l’lle-aux-Noix, QC
450.246.2402
marinalennox@gmail.com

Sunnybrook Yacht Brokers
Halifax, NS
902.275.2424
syb@eastlink.ca

Specialty Yachts
Vancouver, BC
604.689.7491
lawrence@specialty-yachts.com

Quiet Waters (Trailerables Only)

Waubaushene, ON
705-538-2343
qwaters@sailboatsales.com

Schooner Yacht Sales (Trailerables Only)

Ottawa, ON
613.825.0207
schooneryachtsales@sympatico.ca

Glenmore Sailboats (Trailerables Only)

Calgary, AB and Edmonton, AB
866.665.SAIL
info@glenmoresailboats.com

there was only one boat in all of Great 
Harbour in February, one of the most 
popular moorings in all the BVIs. It 
stayed that way until Desert Storm. In 
1989 Hurricane Hugo came roaring 
through the Caribbean. Well before 
the Weather Channel and satellites, 
“weather guessing” was a question-
able science. They moved their six 
boats to Nanny Cay and had one 
of the “worst nights of my life” said 
Cindy. The Category 5 blasted in with 
sustained winds of over 155 mph / 250 
kilometres. On Tortola every leaf was 
blown off every tree. Throughout the 
night their thoughts and fears were 
such that they envisioned themselves 
gathering their meagre belongings 
and heading back to Canada to start 
over again. Miraculously, the Conch 
fleet somehow survived intact. On 
September 9/11 the phones went dead. 
Nobody wanted to travel and staying 
home became the new norm. Things 
seemed somewhat desperate but then 
the Canadians came and saved our 
“Canadian bacon” says Brian. Getting 
through natural disasters, challeng-
ing world events and the normal trial 
of building a business has required 
great employees, good friends, loyal 
customers and a little luck. Through 
it all Cindy says, “We’ve always ended 
up in the right place at the right time”. 
Brian and Cindy have prospered over 

the years and now can take some 
time traveling around the world. The 
business people they are, both are 
always keeping an eye out for ways to 
improve their business and provide a 
better experience for their customers. 
Charter boats are becoming bigger and 
more luxurious and customers have 
higher expectations for their charter. 
In keeping with changing requests for 
what would be considered luxury items, 
wi-fi and generators are becoming 
expected accessories on charter boats. 
Every boat in the fleet can now be seen 
in a 360-degree view on their website: 
www.conchcharters.com. Brian still says 
that one of the main reasons for Conch 
Charters’ success is like the old saying: 
location, location, location! When he 
looks out across Sir Drake Channel to 
Peter and Cooper Islands, it is just as 
beautiful as it ever was. From Brian and 
Cindy, “To all of our customers, boat 
owners, staff and business associates, 
we would like to say thank you for the 
past 25 years; it has been fun”. Now 
the next time you are in the Caribbean 
dreaming up some way to ‘cash it all in’, 
start a business and drink rum punch 
all day, think of these two Canadians, 
Cindy and Brian who made the big 
escape to islands and made it work. To 
book your charter or learn more visit: 
www.conchcharters.com. 

By Greg Nicoll. 

MARiTiME MusEuM 
FuNdRAisER gARAgE sALE
Mark YOUr Calendar and get 
out your chequebook. The Maritime 
Museum of BC in Victoria will host their 
10th annual Massive Marine Garage 
Sale, as a fundraiser for the Museum.

If you or a friend are interested in 
attending, the Massive Marine Garage 
Sale is on Saturday, April 20th, 2013 
from 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m in the Pier 
A warehouse building at Ogden Point 
(the cruise ship terminal) on Dallas 
Road in Victoria. Admission is $5 and 
parking is free! 

If you have items to offer, tables 
and outside spaces are now available! 
For more information about how you 
can get a table at this massive event 
read Massive Marine Garage Sale 
Information for Vendors.

Set up is from 3pm to 6pm on 
Friday April 19th or 7am to 8.30am 
Saturday. Early birds $25 before April 
15th $35 after that date.

For more information please 
phone 250 385 4222 ext. 102 or 
email ajones@mmbc.bc.ca. 

 The Maritime Museum of BC in Victoria will host 
their 10th annual Massive Marine Garage Sale, as a 
fundraiser for the Museum.
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The BriTiSh Virgin iSlandS is 
home to Conch Charters, operated for 
the past 25 years by Canadians Cindy 
Chestnut and Brian Gandey, a young 
couple from Montreal.

Everybody that I have met that has 
taken a winter trip to the Caribbean 
spends at least one moment fantasizing 
about “cashing it all in” and starting 
a business in a tropical paradise. I 
know because I have done it many 
times. The British Virgins Islands is 
one of these special places; beautiful 
blue water, swaying palm trees, gentle 
people and perfect sailing weather 
almost all year long. In today’s world 
this is all but impossible with all 
regulations, quotas, bureaucracy and 
maturation of the of the local business 
society in the islands. But 25 years ago, 
the dream was alive and available for 
the taking for Cindy and Brian.

Was it the exotic tropical islands or 
escaping from the reality of Canadian 
winters that made these two rookies 
take a leap of faith to start Conch 

Charters? Brian recounts that back in 
the day when you had a business idea 
for the BVIs you met with the Governor 
and Chief Minister and talked for a 
while. Then as Brian remembers, “After 
a few cocktails, they told us the secret 
to getting tourists down here was yacht 
chartering, and just like that we were in 
the yacht chartering business”.

At the time chartering was in its 
infancy and to start the newly formed 
company, the daring duo purchased 
two boats: an O’Day 37 centre cockpit 
and an Allmand 31 and found dockage 
for them on some well used wooden 
docks just outside of Roadtown. Cindy, 
who handles most of the advertising 
and marketing crafted together a small 
classified ad and placed it in Cruising 
World Magazine and waited. Their 
first customer was a fireman from New 
Jersey who was sent out by Conch 
on December 7th, 1987 on a yacht 
bearing the Japanese name Nishikazi. 
The charterer, who had a wicked sense 
of humour, called Brian from Cane 

Garden Bay, Conch’s first call from a 
boat out on charter, to tell him that he 
was out sailing a Japanese named boat 
on Pearl Harbour Day! Both had a good 
laugh over that. The charter ended up a 
great success and he became a regular 
customer for many years thereafter. 
Currently Conch Charter operates with 
approximately 48 yachts, both monohulls 
and catamarans in Fort Burt Marina that 
has evolved from wooden pilings to two 
large concrete docks with an adjacent 
office. Cindy laughs when she remem-
bers when the original office was in the 
laundry room of their apartment between 
the sheets and the towels. The facilities 
have gotten bigger and better but Cindy 
and Brian have always worked hard to 
maintain the feel of a family run busi-
ness. Our customers feel and appreciate 
both our attention and passion for the 
business as over 60% of our customers 
are repeat customers. Our staff of 23 
people feels this passion too, as several of 
the staff have been with Conch almost 
from the beginning. 
As in any business that has been a 
going concern for 25 years, Conch 
Charters has had to endure a few 
bumps in the road so to speak. For 
example, in 1991 The Gulf War broke 
out and the world stopped flying; a 
tough situation when your business is 
on a distant island. Brian remembers 
that he went to Jost Van Dyke and 
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the Weather Channel and satellites, 
“weather guessing” was a question-
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of the “worst nights of my life” said 
Cindy. The Category 5 blasted in with 
sustained winds of over 155 mph / 250 
kilometres. On Tortola every leaf was 
blown off every tree. Throughout the 
night their thoughts and fears were 
such that they envisioned themselves 
gathering their meagre belongings 
and heading back to Canada to start 
over again. Miraculously, the Conch 
fleet somehow survived intact. On 
September 9/11 the phones went dead. 
Nobody wanted to travel and staying 
home became the new norm. Things 
seemed somewhat desperate but then 
the Canadians came and saved our 
“Canadian bacon” says Brian. Getting 
through natural disasters, challeng-
ing world events and the normal trial 
of building a business has required 
great employees, good friends, loyal 
customers and a little luck. Through 
it all Cindy says, “We’ve always ended 
up in the right place at the right time”. 
Brian and Cindy have prospered over 

the years and now can take some 
time traveling around the world. The 
business people they are, both are 
always keeping an eye out for ways to 
improve their business and provide a 
better experience for their customers. 
Charter boats are becoming bigger and 
more luxurious and customers have 
higher expectations for their charter. 
In keeping with changing requests for 
what would be considered luxury items, 
wi-fi and generators are becoming 
expected accessories on charter boats. 
Every boat in the fleet can now be seen 
in a 360-degree view on their website: 
www.conchcharters.com. Brian still says 
that one of the main reasons for Conch 
Charters’ success is like the old saying: 
location, location, location! When he 
looks out across Sir Drake Channel to 
Peter and Cooper Islands, it is just as 
beautiful as it ever was. From Brian and 
Cindy, “To all of our customers, boat 
owners, staff and business associates, 
we would like to say thank you for the 
past 25 years; it has been fun”. Now 
the next time you are in the Caribbean 
dreaming up some way to ‘cash it all in’, 
start a business and drink rum punch 
all day, think of these two Canadians, 
Cindy and Brian who made the big 
escape to islands and made it work. To 
book your charter or learn more visit: 
www.conchcharters.com. 

By Greg Nicoll. 
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FuNdRAisER gARAgE sALE
Mark YOUr Calendar and get 
out your chequebook. The Maritime 
Museum of BC in Victoria will host their 
10th annual Massive Marine Garage 
Sale, as a fundraiser for the Museum.

If you or a friend are interested in 
attending, the Massive Marine Garage 
Sale is on Saturday, April 20th, 2013 
from 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m in the Pier 
A warehouse building at Ogden Point 
(the cruise ship terminal) on Dallas 
Road in Victoria. Admission is $5 and 
parking is free! 

If you have items to offer, tables 
and outside spaces are now available! 
For more information about how you 
can get a table at this massive event 
read Massive Marine Garage Sale 
Information for Vendors.

Set up is from 3pm to 6pm on 
Friday April 19th or 7am to 8.30am 
Saturday. Early birds $25 before April 
15th $35 after that date.

For more information please 
phone 250 385 4222 ext. 102 or 
email ajones@mmbc.bc.ca. 

 The Maritime Museum of BC in Victoria will host 
their 10th annual Massive Marine Garage Sale, as a 
fundraiser for the Museum.



c a n a d i a n y a c h t i n g . c a  15

 Kitsilano Coast Guard 
Station being shut down.
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aS prOTeSTS of the federal plan 
to close Kitsilano Coast Guard Station 
mounted in late February, the govern-
ment abruptly closed the Vancouver 
base without warning other levels of 
government, first-responder agencies or 
line CCG personnel. On February 19, 
three vessels departed the station, near 
the month of False Creek, 12 staff were 
assigned to other stations, and signage 
and flags were removed from the site. 

While Canada’s busiest year-
round port lost its CCG station, 
Newfoundland made out big: two days 
after closing Kits base, the govern-
ment announced it would spend 
$6.6 million to refurbish the station 
at Burin, a town of about 2,500 in 
southern Newfoundland. The closure 
of Kits base is expected to save the 
coast guard about $700,000.

The closure—which was not 
expected before spring—came in 
the same fashion as the announce-
ment of the plan last spring, with no 
consultation or notification for local 
stakeholders. Opponents of the deci-
sion argued it was timed for the day 
that release of BC’s pre-election budget 
occupied the attention of provincial 
politicians. All provincial parties, led by 
Premier Christy Clark whose constitu-
ency includes the base, have criticized 
the closure plan, along with Vancouver 
politicians, city police and fire chiefs, 
and other rescue services. The 
announcement also appeared timed 
to head off plans by base supporters 
to increase pressure on the Harper 
government to reverse its decision.

With the shuttering of the base—
Canada’s busiest with about 300 calls 
per year—Vancouver is now served 
by the Sea Island CCG base, near 
Vancouver Airport, about 17 miles or 30 

minutes from the harbour, as well as by 
units of the volunteer Royal Canadian 
Marine Search and Rescue in Howe 
Sound and Indian Arm, also 30-plus 
minutes away. The Coast Guard also 
plans to station an inshore rescue 
boat crewed by students in Vancouver 
Harbour from May to September. 

But critics say these services will 
not make up for the loss of Kits base 
and will leave Vancouver dangerously 
short of timely SAR resources. They are 
convinced fatalities will result, espe-
cially during winter months when most 
of Kits Base’s emergency calls occurred. 

At the Vancouver Boat Show, 
volunteers from the Jericho Sailing 
Centre Association, a leader in the 
campaign to save the station, collected 
more than 3,000 signed letters to 
Prime Minster Stephen Harper. The 
letter set out key arguments against the 
closure, accused local Conservative 
MPs of “abandoning ship” on the issue, 
and concluded: “I will not vote for a 
party that closes the Kitsilano Coast 
Guard Station.” 

“People are angry. This crowd (at 
the show) is out on the water and they 
understand that there are no ambulance 
or emergency services out there,” said 
JSCA general manager Mike Cotter.

On a February 8 visit to the Lower 
Mainland, the prime minister defended 
the closure, saying the government was 
redirecting money toward services that 
will enhance public safety: “We’ve 
made investments here and in other 
parts of the country…to try and move 
things away from offices and back 
offices and to actually having resources 

on the ground and in the water.” 
But his remarks puzzled base sup-

porters, who pointed out the closure 
will result in transfer for the base’s line 
search-and-rescue personnel, not coast 
guard managers, and will reduce boats 
on the water. 

The issue created rare unanimity 
among BC politicians at the munici-
pal and provincial levels, especially 
with a provincial election looming this 
spring. Premier Clark recorded a 
YouTube video in which she said her 
Liberal government is intent on 
reversing the closure plan. “For the 
safety of British Columbians, the 
federal government must find the 
funding to keep the Kits Coast guard 
station open and keep Vancouver 
families safe,” she said.

A January rally at Jericho Sailing 
Centre drew about 250 people, includ-
ing representatives of all provincial 
political parties as well as opposition 
MPs and Vancouver city councillors, all 
opposed to the base closure. 

But the event’s most compelling 
speaker was Mandip Sandhu, who 
described how his brother Paul died 
in 2001 when his car plunged into the 
Fraser River and coast guard rescuers 
on the scene were unable to enter 
the water because the agency’s dive 
program had been cancelled 72 hours 
earlier. As a result of the Sandhu fam-
ily’s campaign—and the deaths of five 
family crew members in the capsize of 
a fishboat, when rescuers again couldn’t 
enter the water—dive teams were 
eventually reinstated.

“We can’t let this happen. ‘I told you 
so’ will be a heavy burden for all of us 
to bear,” said an emotional Sandhu. 

FEds igNoRE PRoTEsTs, 
CLosE KiTs Cg bAsE

Some recent developments:
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base without warning other levels of 
government, first-responder agencies or 
line CCG personnel. On February 19, 
three vessels departed the station, near 
the month of False Creek, 12 staff were 
assigned to other stations, and signage 
and flags were removed from the site. 

While Canada’s busiest year-
round port lost its CCG station, 
Newfoundland made out big: two days 
after closing Kits base, the govern-
ment announced it would spend 
$6.6 million to refurbish the station 
at Burin, a town of about 2,500 in 
southern Newfoundland. The closure 
of Kits base is expected to save the 
coast guard about $700,000.
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expected before spring—came in 
the same fashion as the announce-
ment of the plan last spring, with no 
consultation or notification for local 
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sion argued it was timed for the day 
that release of BC’s pre-election budget 
occupied the attention of provincial 
politicians. All provincial parties, led by 
Premier Christy Clark whose constitu-
ency includes the base, have criticized 
the closure plan, along with Vancouver 
politicians, city police and fire chiefs, 
and other rescue services. The 
announcement also appeared timed 
to head off plans by base supporters 
to increase pressure on the Harper 
government to reverse its decision.

With the shuttering of the base—
Canada’s busiest with about 300 calls 
per year—Vancouver is now served 
by the Sea Island CCG base, near 
Vancouver Airport, about 17 miles or 30 

minutes from the harbour, as well as by 
units of the volunteer Royal Canadian 
Marine Search and Rescue in Howe 
Sound and Indian Arm, also 30-plus 
minutes away. The Coast Guard also 
plans to station an inshore rescue 
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But critics say these services will 
not make up for the loss of Kits base 
and will leave Vancouver dangerously 
short of timely SAR resources. They are 
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YouTube video in which she said her 
Liberal government is intent on 
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enter the water—dive teams were 
eventually reinstated.
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it’s a barometer for the whole 
Canadian marine industry because it 
opens first in the new year—January 
12th, 2013 this year. The 55th 
annual Toronto International Boat 
Show generated extremely positive 
feedback from exhibitors. With 
more than 550 manufacturers and 
dealers across the sold-out Direct 
Energy Centre, Exhibition Place, 
many reported that the ten day 
show exceeded their expectations, 

establishing the groundwork for what 
is shaping up to be a strong year for 
the boating industry in Canada. 

Overall attendance was 81,010—
up six percent from 2012, and more 
than nine percent above the average 
attendance of the last three years. 

 Dates for the 2014 Toronto 
International Boat Show are January 
11–19, 2014 and the Special Preview 
Night will be Friday, January 10. To learn 
more visit: www.torontoboatshow.com. 

despite the terrible weather on February 9th, 
the Montreal Boat and Water Sports Show, held from 
February 7th to 10th at Place Bonaventure, ended on a 
high note with 2.5–5% increase in attendance compared 
to the previous year. This attendance rate reinforces last 
years which had a remarkable increase of 25% (nearly 
30,000 visitors).

 Presented by the Quebec Marine Association, the 
Montreal Boat and Water Sports Show is the largest 
event of its kind in Quebec.

To learn more visit: www.salondubateau.com/EN/. 

The 51st annual Vancouver International Boat Show that 
closed on Monday, February 11th was a strong show, boosted 
by the new BC Family Day holiday.

“The feedback from exhibitors and attendees alike has been 
excellent,” said show manager Eric Nicholl. 

Returning for a 2nd year to the newly renovated BC Place and 
in-water venue at Granville Island, the 2013 boat show celebrated 
the inaugural BC Family Day weekend with the shown running 
from a Thursday through the holiday Monday. Final attendance 
was 32,644, on par with the 2012 attendance. 

The 52nd Vancouver international boat show is tentatively 
scheduled for February 6th through 10th, 2014. To learn more 
visit: www.vancouverboatshow.ca. 

2013 boAT sHoWs
Well aTTended and BUYerS Were BUYing aT The 55Th annUal TOrOnTO inTernaTiOnal BOaT ShOW

MoNTREAL 
boAT sHoW 
BeaTS Bad WeaTher WiTh inCreaSed 
aTTendanCe

THE 51sT 
ANNuAL 
VANCouVER 
iNTERNATioNAL 
boAT sHoW  
WaS STrOng WiTh neW hOlidaY daTeS

 The SailFest area at the 
Toronto International Boat 
Show was busy as usual.

 Family Day boosted the 
attendance in Vancouver.

 Montreal survived the 
terrible weather with increases.
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it’s a barometer for the whole 
Canadian marine industry because it 
opens first in the new year—January 
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Overall attendance was 81,010—
up six percent from 2012, and more 
than nine percent above the average 
attendance of the last three years. 
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International Boat Show are January 
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Night will be Friday, January 10. To learn 
more visit: www.torontoboatshow.com. 

despite the terrible weather on February 9th, 
the Montreal Boat and Water Sports Show, held from 
February 7th to 10th at Place Bonaventure, ended on a 
high note with 2.5–5% increase in attendance compared 
to the previous year. This attendance rate reinforces last 
years which had a remarkable increase of 25% (nearly 
30,000 visitors).

 Presented by the Quebec Marine Association, the 
Montreal Boat and Water Sports Show is the largest 
event of its kind in Quebec.

To learn more visit: www.salondubateau.com/EN/. 

The 51st annual Vancouver International Boat Show that 
closed on Monday, February 11th was a strong show, boosted 
by the new BC Family Day holiday.

“The feedback from exhibitors and attendees alike has been 
excellent,” said show manager Eric Nicholl. 

Returning for a 2nd year to the newly renovated BC Place and 
in-water venue at Granville Island, the 2013 boat show celebrated 
the inaugural BC Family Day weekend with the shown running 
from a Thursday through the holiday Monday. Final attendance 
was 32,644, on par with the 2012 attendance. 

The 52nd Vancouver international boat show is tentatively 
scheduled for February 6th through 10th, 2014. To learn more 
visit: www.vancouverboatshow.ca. 
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Canadian YaChTing Magazine 
readers enjoy the experience of relax-
ing in their favourite chair, reading 
CY at their own pace—and rereading 
articles later or sharing them with 
friends and family. 

Now, you can have all of this 
content in fully digital versions of the 
magazine. Read the whole magazine 
in full color plus instantly click to 
the websites. Our digital versions are 
online, any time you want. That makes 
it easy to find back issues for trip plan-
ning or for technical articles you’d like 
to look over again.

Readers have several choices: 
• Subscribe to the CY digital edition 

in addition to the printed version 
and have both experiences.

• Go digital only.

• Choose either Canadian Yachting or 
Canadian Yachting West versions.

• Keep your current printed version 
and buy the other version in digital.
For a limited time, subscribers can 

call 705-527-7666, ext 224 and receive 
three digital issues free. Until May 15, 
2013, new subscribers can receive up 
to 75 percent off regular digital edition 
pricing. Here’s how:
• Click mysubscription.ca/CY.
• Choose your subscription option.
• Enter your details.
• Receive confirmation.

This limited-time offer expires 
May 15, 2013:

Digital edition regular price $4.99 
per issue.

Digital edition regular subscription 
price $19.99 for one year/eight issues. 

CoNNECT WiTH  
CANAdiAN YACHTiNg 

digiTAL!

The Central Ontario Boat Show 
& Sale recently concluded its third 
successful boat show. The show ran 
Family Day Weekend, February 15-18 
at the Careport Centre in Hamilton. 
Overall attendance was 23,191, a 
slight 3% dip from 2012, however, 
crowds were still very strong.

 The show featured over 200 
boats representing over 60 different 
boat brands. Next year’s show is 

February 14-17, 2014 in Hamilton. 
Visit: www.boatshowandsale.com. 

sTRoNg 
sALEs  
aT The 2013 CenTral OnTariO 
BOaT ShOW & Sale

 The Central Ontario 
Boat Show & Sale also 

enjoyed strong sales. 
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readers enjoy the experience of relax-
ing in their favourite chair, reading 
CY at their own pace—and rereading 
articles later or sharing them with 
friends and family. 

Now, you can have all of this 
content in fully digital versions of the 
magazine. Read the whole magazine 
in full color plus instantly click to 
the websites. Our digital versions are 
online, any time you want. That makes 
it easy to find back issues for trip plan-
ning or for technical articles you’d like 
to look over again.

Readers have several choices: 
• Subscribe to the CY digital edition 

in addition to the printed version 
and have both experiences.

• Go digital only.

• Choose either Canadian Yachting or 
Canadian Yachting West versions.

• Keep your current printed version 
and buy the other version in digital.
For a limited time, subscribers can 

call 705-527-7666, ext 224 and receive 
three digital issues free. Until May 15, 
2013, new subscribers can receive up 
to 75 percent off regular digital edition 
pricing. Here’s how:
• Click mysubscription.ca/CY.
• Choose your subscription option.
• Enter your details.
• Receive confirmation.

This limited-time offer expires 
May 15, 2013:

Digital edition regular price $4.99 
per issue.

Digital edition regular subscription 
price $19.99 for one year/eight issues. 
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The Central Ontario Boat Show 
& Sale recently concluded its third 
successful boat show. The show ran 
Family Day Weekend, February 15-18 
at the Careport Centre in Hamilton. 
Overall attendance was 23,191, a 
slight 3% dip from 2012, however, 
crowds were still very strong.

 The show featured over 200 
boats representing over 60 different 
boat brands. Next year’s show is 

February 14-17, 2014 in Hamilton. 
Visit: www.boatshowandsale.com. 
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Boat Show & Sale also 
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 An inn was 
reported on this 

site at the head of 
Picton Harbour as 

early as the 1790s.

deSTinaTiOn
piCTOn

Cruising into perfeCtion

story and Photos by John Morris

Destination: piCTOn

P
rinCe edWard COUnTY is a ConfiDenCe that 
boaters share with a few tourists anD the 
loCals, but it has yet to beCome a major tourist 
Draw. it’s very Close to the mainlanD; only the 

murray Canal, the bay of Quinte anD its assoCiateD 
waters separate it from the rest of ontario, but it’s 
the largest islanD in lake ontario anD Comes with all 
the wonDers that islanDs Develop. “the County” has 
only been an islanD sinCe 1889 when the five miles of 
the murray Canal was CompleteD; prior to that it was a 
peninsula, but we’ll Cut some slaCk on that.

IS YOUR RIG RIGHT?
Prepare for a safe season. 
With a comprehensive 
rigging inspection from  
the rigging professionals. 

Wire, rod and composite 
rigging, huge rope 
selection, Genoa and 
spinnaker furling gear. 
Custom fabrication in 
stainless and aluminum

sales@pro-tech.bc.ca
604-988-3052
1629 Columbia Street  
North Vancouver, BC 

 HuGe roPe INVeNtory 
DISCouNtS uNtIl APrIl 30tH

ENGEL COOLERS
BEAR RESISTANT

BEAR RESISTANT
YETI COOLERS

Dealer Inquiries Welcome

There are two Premium brands 
of coolers,Yeti and Engel.Long ice 
retention, quality throughout, heavy 
duty lid seals, sit on them, stand 
on them.They keep items cold in 
summer and items from freezing in 
winter. Many different sizes up to 
320 quart. We are the Canadian 
Wholesalers for both these top 
brands. We stock 20 different 
sizes and up to 2,000 coolers in 
Edmonton. Orders are shipped 
throughout Canada the same day 
they are received.

UK Products Canada Inc
16652-117 Avenue NW,  
Edmonton, AB. T5M 3W2 
Toll Free: 877-560-2350
P: 780-484-2350 F: 780-444-3989
www.underwaterkineticscanada.com

MODEL  OUTSIDE  WEIGHT
15 qt. Yeti  17 ½ x 12 3/8 x 12 ¼  10 lbs.
25 qt. Yeti  20 5/8 x 14 1/8 x 13 ½  15 lbs.
25 qt. Engel  20 ½ x 14 ¼ x 13.8  18 lbs.
35 qt. Yeti  21 x 15 ½ x 15 ½  17 lbs.
35 qt. Engel  24.4 x 14.8 x 15.1  22 lbs.
45 qt. Yeti  25 ½ x 15 ½ x 15 ½  22 lbs.
65 qt. Yeti  30 ½ x 17 1/8 x 16 ¼  27 lbs.
65 qt. Engel  29.9 x 16.8 x 16 ½  28 lbs.
80 qt. Engel  34.8 x 16.8 x 17.6  33 lbs.
85 qt. Yeti  35 x 17 1/8 x 18  32 lbs.
105 qt. Yeti  30 ½ x 19 x 19 ¾  33 lbs.
120 qt. Yeti  40 x 19 1/8 x 18  39 lbs.
123 qt. Engel  42 x 18.8 x 17.7  45 lbs.
155 qt. Yeti  44 x 19 1/8 x 21 ¼  45 lbs.
240 qt. Engel  51.8 x 22.2 x 21  68 lbs.
250 qt. Yeti  55 x 22 x 21 ¼  77 lbs.
320 qt. Engel  62 x 22.7 x 22.1  102 lbs.
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murray Canal, the bay of Quinte anD its assoCiateD 
waters separate it from the rest of ontario, but it’s 
the largest islanD in lake ontario anD Comes with all 
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IS YOUR RIG RIGHT?
Prepare for a safe season. 
With a comprehensive 
rigging inspection from  
the rigging professionals. 

Wire, rod and composite 
rigging, huge rope 
selection, Genoa and 
spinnaker furling gear. 
Custom fabrication in 
stainless and aluminum

sales@pro-tech.bc.ca
604-988-3052
1629 Columbia Street  
North Vancouver, BC 

 HuGe roPe INVeNtory 
DISCouNtS uNtIl APrIl 30tH

ENGEL COOLERS
BEAR RESISTANT

BEAR RESISTANT
YETI COOLERS

Dealer Inquiries Welcome

There are two Premium brands 
of coolers,Yeti and Engel.Long ice 
retention, quality throughout, heavy 
duty lid seals, sit on them, stand 
on them.They keep items cold in 
summer and items from freezing in 
winter. Many different sizes up to 
320 quart. We are the Canadian 
Wholesalers for both these top 
brands. We stock 20 different 
sizes and up to 2,000 coolers in 
Edmonton. Orders are shipped 
throughout Canada the same day 
they are received.

UK Products Canada Inc
16652-117 Avenue NW,  
Edmonton, AB. T5M 3W2 
Toll Free: 877-560-2350
P: 780-484-2350 F: 780-444-3989
www.underwaterkineticscanada.com

MODEL  OUTSIDE  WEIGHT
15 qt. Yeti  17 ½ x 12 3/8 x 12 ¼  10 lbs.
25 qt. Yeti  20 5/8 x 14 1/8 x 13 ½  15 lbs.
25 qt. Engel  20 ½ x 14 ¼ x 13.8  18 lbs.
35 qt. Yeti  21 x 15 ½ x 15 ½  17 lbs.
35 qt. Engel  24.4 x 14.8 x 15.1  22 lbs.
45 qt. Yeti  25 ½ x 15 ½ x 15 ½  22 lbs.
65 qt. Yeti  30 ½ x 17 1/8 x 16 ¼  27 lbs.
65 qt. Engel  29.9 x 16.8 x 16 ½  28 lbs.
80 qt. Engel  34.8 x 16.8 x 17.6  33 lbs.
85 qt. Yeti  35 x 17 1/8 x 18  32 lbs.
105 qt. Yeti  30 ½ x 19 x 19 ¾  33 lbs.
120 qt. Yeti  40 x 19 1/8 x 18  39 lbs.
123 qt. Engel  42 x 18.8 x 17.7  45 lbs.
155 qt. Yeti  44 x 19 1/8 x 21 ¼  45 lbs.
240 qt. Engel  51.8 x 22.2 x 21  68 lbs.
250 qt. Yeti  55 x 22 x 21 ¼  77 lbs.
320 qt. Engel  62 x 22.7 x 22.1  102 lbs.
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Destination: piCTOn

Today, Prince Edward County is booming with 
wineries, shops and charming towns but has (so 
far) managed to retain its rural charm. The main 
town in the County is Picton, a classically Ontario-
esque community that completely retains its charm 
despite the rising tide of tourism and folks invading 
from the city. Adorable and historic, it has nonethe-
less avoided becoming Niagara-on-the-Lake so far, 
although getting there soon might be a good idea 
for those who prefer their destinations unspoiled.

Picton is roughly halfway between Belleville 
and Kingston down the inside protected channel 
the County creates, so whichever direction you’re 
headed in, it’s a fine overnight stop. Approaching 

down Long Reach, Picton Harbour is a pastoral 
delight that very likely doesn’t look too different 
from how it must have in the early 1900s when 
it was a centre of commerce and important port 
on the route west. The cement plant on the high 
western bank is a bit of a glaring reminder of 
progress, but otherwise the scene is unspoiled. 
Picton Harbour itself is as perfect a port as you can 
imagine and was very much on the schooner and 
steamship route back when coal ruled.

Working past Chimney Point, the entrance to the 
very sheltered bay, Prince Edward Yacht Club on the 
starboard side is an obvious place to moor for a few 
nights. PEYC—the acronym is boldly on the roof 

of the clubhouse that dates from the ‘30s (although the club 
dates back to the 19th century). The bay, now used almost 
exclusively by pleasure boaters, is dredged regularly so there’s 
lots of water. There’s also quite a bit of cruising traffic so the 
club can be crowded in the summer—call ahead. There is 
other dockage available in the bay at the Government Pier 
just south of PEYC, at the Prince Edward Cruising Club, 
the Tip of the Bay Marina (there are also some good launch 
ramps here, if you are of the trailer boat persuasion) and at 
the Picton Harbour Inn at the head of the bay. All are much 
in demand during the beautiful months as boaters wind their 
way to and from the 1,000 Islands.

PEYC is a very active club. It once boasted a very 
active 6-Metre fleet and still has weeknight club and 

Rick Snelling | 604-612-4820  
karralea@hotmail.com

contact youR local Bc RepReSentative:

Great reasons to Install 
sIdeshIft

  1)  easy installation

  2)  less expensive than you think

  3)  Proven performance

  4)  docking that’s as easy as parking your car

  5)  sideshift Bow & stern thrusters make docking fun

  6)  Control the movement of your boat in even the 

        windiest conditions

  7)  Immediate & silent response at your finger tips

7

SideShift thrusters make docking  
your boat as eaSy as parking your car!

Why Pay More for ZINCS?

ZINC For Salt Water

MAGNESIUM For Fresh Water

For Salt & Brackish WaterALUMINUM The world’s premium marine anode

www.martyranodes.com
sales@martyranodes.com

CADMIUM FREE ANODES

 The Regent will 
be a century old in 

2018! Today it’s still 
a Picton landmark.
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 Prince Edward Yacht Club provides a homey welcome to the many cruisers who 
drop by from everywhere.  Main Street in Picton carefully maintains its charm. distance racing, which I am sure visitors can join 

in. I am particularly attracted by the Waupoos 
Wabbit Wace, which appears to be both a Looney 
Tunes delight and an annual fun club race in May.

It’s but a few steps up to the town from any of 
those mooring spots and what a winning place it is. 
Main Street looks like a main street should, lined 
with shops and services, old and new. Particularly 
striking is the Regent Theatre, a once 1,000 seat 
jewel established in 1918, which has managed to 
escape both the wrecking ball and the Cineplex. 
It has a long and storied history including silent 
films and vaudeville and today is maintained by The 
Regent Theatre Foundation, a community based, 
not-for-profit organization that bought the then dark 
landmark from the founding Cook family in 1994 
and restored it to its glory.

There is a fine assortment of fish and chips, 
bakeries, tearooms, antique and tchotchke shops 
that make for endless strolling. Back closer to the 
water, around the corner on Bridge Street past the 
Picton Harbour Inn is the striking Claramount Inn 
and Spa. Its colonial revival mansion dating from 
1904 has some lavish guest rooms plus a spa where 
weary cruisers can enjoy some deluxe attention 
and the very classy Clara’s where you can switch 
the dining up several notches from the propane 
galley. There are other upscale eateries in the area 
too—The Waring House, a few bucks by cab, is a 
country inn of note that has deservedly established 
itself as the County’s gastro pub of record.

Destination: piCTOn
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Destination: piCTOn
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 Looking from the east bank 
across Long Reach as it flows 

to Picton Harbour

Destination: piCTOn

Back on Main Street, you can continue south for another 
few blocks to find the less village-y area that includes a 
No Frills and a pretty massive Canadian Tire that has, of 
course, everything. There’s a Beer Store too. 

To get all mushy for a sec, the walk back from the CT 
store is really what Picton is about. Sure, it has all the things 
you might expect in a modern Ontario community but if 
you’re cruising to find tranquility rather than WiFi, this 
really is the place. Heading back toward the harbour from 

those biggish boxes and signage, you can retrace the mood 
of two hundred years of visitors who came to Picton by boat. 
After all, that’s what boating is about. 

This is an old town that remains small and intimate 
defying modernity in many ways. It was here that Sir John 
A Macdonald practiced law in the 1830s and buildings 
were built to be decorative as much as functional. There are 
museums, historic places and ghosts of the past all over the 
area. That’s what Picton is about. 

BETTER ENGINEERED SAILS
www.doylesails.com

DETROIT | Al Declercq | 586-790-7500
BUFFALO | Louis Johnson | 716-435-5944
HAMILTON | Randy St. Jacques | 905-309-7909
LaSALLE | John Amyot | 519-734-0688
SARNIA | Mark Harris | 519-542-7361
THUNDER BAY | Rene St.Jacques | 807-626-6373

Doyle Sailmakers knows the importance of listening to 
your needs. We are committed to using superior 
quality materials most appropriate for your boat, your 
budget and your specific racing or cruising needs.We 
look forward to putting our experience to work for 
you. For more information about how Doyle Sailmakers 
can help you, please contact your closest representa-
tive listed below, or visit doylesails.com.

See their ad on 
page 93  

for more detailS

proud sponsor of the  

lake ontario 300 Challenge
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     2013
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binnacle.com  1.800.665.6464 15 PURCELL’S COVE ROAD HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

APRIL SHOWERS 
BRING MAY 

 FLYERS.
This winter has been storm system after storm system, and that’s just the wife.

Good thing the Binnacle Boys are resourceful and think of terrific excuses 

to get out of the house. Take for instance the first annual Binnacle Catalogue!

Find it in the May issue of Canadian Yachting. It’ll be full of great deals and 

pictures you’ll drool over. So watch for it, and remember, at binnacle.com 

you always get friendly service and free shipping on most items over $99.  

GILL OS1 OCEAN JACKET & PANTS

LIFERAFT SALE
LIMITED QUANTITIES!

Zodiac 6 person racer 
IsaF ValIse  Regular $2995

noW onlY $1399!

Zodiac 6 person coastal  
ValIse Regular $1699 

noW onlY $899!

Zodiac 4 person racer  
IsaF canIster  Regular $2899  

noW onlY $1499!
Zodiac 6 person race 
IsaF canIster Regular $3199 

noW onlY $1599

www.gacheckpoint.com

MARINE

poRt mooDY
3034 St. John’S StReet, 

poRt mooDY, Bc  V3h 2c5

604-461-3434

aBBotSfoRD
#101-31324 peaRDonVille RD

aBBotSfoRD, Bc V2t 6k8

604.854.3440
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 Heading out with 
all systems go!

   Spring 
Commissioning
An Ounce Of PreventiOn…

SPRING cOMMiSSiOninG

of last season. The transmission and 
sail drive or stern drive unit also need 
annual oil and gear lube changes. 

We further assume that you stored 
your fuel tanks full and with the correct 
amount of fuel stabilizer for gasoline, 
or biocide to prevent algae growth in 
diesel fuel, and that you ran the engines 
long enough that the treated fuel has 
circulated through the fuel system 
before storage.

Treat a generator like the engine it 
is. Hopefully, you stored it correctly last 
year. In the spring, start it up, put it 
under load, make sure it shifts properly 
before you go out and run it up to full 
operating temperature.

These steps are crucial whether 
you haul your boat for the winter or 
keep it in the water.

LP9.9LP2.5

LP5.0

THE
WORLDS FIRST

PROPANE
POWERED

OUTBOARD
ENGINES

Contact us for a dealer nearest you

1494 Powell St
Vancouver, BC  V5L 5B5
Phone: 604-253-7721     

Toll Free:  1-800-663-0600

70 Ellis Drive - Unit 1
Barrie, ON L4N 8Z3

Phone: 705-721-0143
Toll Free: 1-800-565-9561

CaN we SafelY aSSume that 
your boat was properly (and 
maybe professionally) winterized 

last year before you stopped using it? 
Hmmm…
Even if you are on salt water and 

your boat can safely stay in the water 
year-round, are you using it regularly? 
Metal fittings are corroding all the 
time, the sun beats down on fibreglass 
and woodwork, and the rain and 
damp air all contribute to the slow but 
inexorable process of deterioration. 
When engines are used, oil and other 
lubricants are warmed up, spread 
around and parts are kept running 
freely. Air circulates through the 

interior when you are out and moving. 
Boats just like to be used more than 
they like being stored.

Before you start using your boat 
this summer, we wanted to share this 
checklist for spring commissioning 
that gives you a way to check off the 
important points before you cast off for 
another great season. We admire those 
readers who do the job themselves, but 
we also believe that paying the pros 
is a great investment in safety and in 
maintaining your boat’s value.

A caution though: every boat is dif-
ferent and your boat may need service 
attention that this list does not cover. 
That is why having an experienced pro 
doing the work is a good idea.

This year, we went to True North 
Yachts in Port Credit, Ontario where 

we met with After Sales Service 
Manager Mark Goodyear and Senior 
Service Technician Paul Whealy who 
collectively have years of yacht service 
experience. They shared some of their 
most valuable spring commissioning 
tips with us, and we’ve added some of 
our own ideas and recommendations. 

laSt SeaSoN
Sail or power, almost every boat 
has an engine and any operating 
engine, especially a diesel engine, 
produces harmful contaminants that 
are flushed into the pan and held in 
suspension by the oil. If that con-
taminated oil is left over the winter 
months, it can attack sensitive engine 
surfaces, so we hope you changed 
the engine oil and filter at the end 

oN the haRd
Many boats are stored on the hard and 
this is especially convenient for spring 
commissioning. The most visually 
obvious thing is the bottom paint. 
Goodyear believes many boaters paint 
their bottoms too often for the Great 
Lakes. Paint build-up can become 
very thick, yet some anti-fouling paints 
release their copper content within 
three to four weeks. 

Goodyear favours Micron CSC, 
a self-polishing, multi-season paint 
which is equally effective in fresh or 
salt water. Because it wears off over 
time with movement of the boat, it 
reduces paint build-up. And the boat 
may not need repainting each season, 
even if it is left in the water year-round. 
When you see the grey or white epoxy 
(or a contrasting colour of paint applied 
before your final coats) start to appear, 
your bottom paint is finally wearing off.

aNodeS
Changing anodes and maintaining cor-
rosion protection is critical. Goodyear 
recommends you change your anodes 
every year. Watch for signs of electroly-
sis resulting from stray current entering 
the water through a shore power system 
issue or more likely, from a boat that has 
a faulty ground. Sail and stern drives 
can literally be eaten away when their 
protective anodes become corroded.

To prevent electrolysis, Goodyear 
and Whealy recommend the use of 
magnesium anodes in fresh water, 
aluminum in brackish water, and zinc 
in salt water. 

Isolation transformers are being 
installed on more and more new yachts, 
following the standards established 
by the ABYC, but boats without an 
isolation transformer can accidentally 
put stray current into the water, eating 
anodes away in just days and causing 
dramatic damage to underwater metals.

When you’re inspecting the bottom 
of the boat, be sure to check the 
anodes on your sail or stern drive, bow 
and stern thrusters, shafts, props and 
every other place an anode is installed.

thRu-hull fIttINGS
Goodyear says it’s True North’s policy 
to leave thru-hull fittings open all 
winter and when they launch.

An important point is how you 
handle your transducer over the 

By Andy Adams

A
n

d
y

 A
d

A
m

s



28 Canadian Yacht ing April 2013 c a n a d i a n y a c h t i n g . c a  29

 Heading out with 
all systems go!

   Spring 
Commissioning
An Ounce Of PreventiOn…

SPRING cOMMiSSiOninG

of last season. The transmission and 
sail drive or stern drive unit also need 
annual oil and gear lube changes. 

We further assume that you stored 
your fuel tanks full and with the correct 
amount of fuel stabilizer for gasoline, 
or biocide to prevent algae growth in 
diesel fuel, and that you ran the engines 
long enough that the treated fuel has 
circulated through the fuel system 
before storage.

Treat a generator like the engine it 
is. Hopefully, you stored it correctly last 
year. In the spring, start it up, put it 
under load, make sure it shifts properly 
before you go out and run it up to full 
operating temperature.

These steps are crucial whether 
you haul your boat for the winter or 
keep it in the water.

LP9.9LP2.5

LP5.0

THE
WORLDS FIRST

PROPANE
POWERED

OUTBOARD
ENGINES

Contact us for a dealer nearest you

1494 Powell St
Vancouver, BC  V5L 5B5
Phone: 604-253-7721     

Toll Free:  1-800-663-0600

70 Ellis Drive - Unit 1
Barrie, ON L4N 8Z3

Phone: 705-721-0143
Toll Free: 1-800-565-9561

CaN we SafelY aSSume that 
your boat was properly (and 
maybe professionally) winterized 

last year before you stopped using it? 
Hmmm…
Even if you are on salt water and 

your boat can safely stay in the water 
year-round, are you using it regularly? 
Metal fittings are corroding all the 
time, the sun beats down on fibreglass 
and woodwork, and the rain and 
damp air all contribute to the slow but 
inexorable process of deterioration. 
When engines are used, oil and other 
lubricants are warmed up, spread 
around and parts are kept running 
freely. Air circulates through the 

interior when you are out and moving. 
Boats just like to be used more than 
they like being stored.

Before you start using your boat 
this summer, we wanted to share this 
checklist for spring commissioning 
that gives you a way to check off the 
important points before you cast off for 
another great season. We admire those 
readers who do the job themselves, but 
we also believe that paying the pros 
is a great investment in safety and in 
maintaining your boat’s value.

A caution though: every boat is dif-
ferent and your boat may need service 
attention that this list does not cover. 
That is why having an experienced pro 
doing the work is a good idea.

This year, we went to True North 
Yachts in Port Credit, Ontario where 

we met with After Sales Service 
Manager Mark Goodyear and Senior 
Service Technician Paul Whealy who 
collectively have years of yacht service 
experience. They shared some of their 
most valuable spring commissioning 
tips with us, and we’ve added some of 
our own ideas and recommendations. 

laSt SeaSoN
Sail or power, almost every boat 
has an engine and any operating 
engine, especially a diesel engine, 
produces harmful contaminants that 
are flushed into the pan and held in 
suspension by the oil. If that con-
taminated oil is left over the winter 
months, it can attack sensitive engine 
surfaces, so we hope you changed 
the engine oil and filter at the end 

oN the haRd
Many boats are stored on the hard and 
this is especially convenient for spring 
commissioning. The most visually 
obvious thing is the bottom paint. 
Goodyear believes many boaters paint 
their bottoms too often for the Great 
Lakes. Paint build-up can become 
very thick, yet some anti-fouling paints 
release their copper content within 
three to four weeks. 

Goodyear favours Micron CSC, 
a self-polishing, multi-season paint 
which is equally effective in fresh or 
salt water. Because it wears off over 
time with movement of the boat, it 
reduces paint build-up. And the boat 
may not need repainting each season, 
even if it is left in the water year-round. 
When you see the grey or white epoxy 
(or a contrasting colour of paint applied 
before your final coats) start to appear, 
your bottom paint is finally wearing off.

aNodeS
Changing anodes and maintaining cor-
rosion protection is critical. Goodyear 
recommends you change your anodes 
every year. Watch for signs of electroly-
sis resulting from stray current entering 
the water through a shore power system 
issue or more likely, from a boat that has 
a faulty ground. Sail and stern drives 
can literally be eaten away when their 
protective anodes become corroded.

To prevent electrolysis, Goodyear 
and Whealy recommend the use of 
magnesium anodes in fresh water, 
aluminum in brackish water, and zinc 
in salt water. 

Isolation transformers are being 
installed on more and more new yachts, 
following the standards established 
by the ABYC, but boats without an 
isolation transformer can accidentally 
put stray current into the water, eating 
anodes away in just days and causing 
dramatic damage to underwater metals.

When you’re inspecting the bottom 
of the boat, be sure to check the 
anodes on your sail or stern drive, bow 
and stern thrusters, shafts, props and 
every other place an anode is installed.

thRu-hull fIttINGS
Goodyear says it’s True North’s policy 
to leave thru-hull fittings open all 
winter and when they launch.

An important point is how you 
handle your transducer over the 

By Andy Adams

A
n

d
y

 A
d

A
m

s



30 Canadian Yacht ing April 2013 c a n a d i a n y a c h t i n g . c a  31

 First, make sure everything is off at the panel. 
Use a meter to test the battery next then make 
sure all the connections are clean and tight and 
that the batteries are secured.

 LOWER L: The blue lines are the water manifolds from the water tanks while the black box is the generator muffler. Also, you see the emergency high water bilge 
pump and alarm as well as the main pump mounted lower. Check the switches and alarms on all.  LOWER M: This feathering prop has to be greased before the boat 
is launched. You can see the dark (or wet) areas have been greased. The anodes here could be replaced.  LOWER R: Water from the exhaust manifold cooling jacket 
also lubricates the drive shaft stuffing box, so make sure it’s not leaking when you run the engine up to temperature and check to make sure it’s not getting hot.
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engine cooling water.
Stern drives require a separate 

maintenance program because the 
engine is inside the boat and the drive 
is outside, requiring that water intakes, 
drive shaft, control cables, and other 
assemblies pass through the transom 
and out to the drive, which has to both 
turn for steering and tilt up and down 
for trim and trailering. This mobility is 
accomplished through the use of water-
tight transom bellows. Corrugated 
rubber bellows have a lifespan of three 
to six years. The rubber eventually 
becomes hard and brittle and leaks or 
total failure can result. 

Another component that requires 
attention is the universal joint. The 
universal joint includes a gimbal 
bearing that requires annual lubrication 
prior to launch.

Manufacturers’ maintenance sched-
ules typically recommend that the 
stern drive be removed from the boat 
on an annual basis or every 100 hours 
of use. At that time, the technician 
can inspect the condition of universal 
joints, gimbal bearing, bellows and so 
on. Because of the weight of the drive 
itself, this is not a task most owners 
can tackle themselves.

Additionally, sometimes stern drive 
boats are stored with the drive removed. 
Sail drives also require proper lubrica-
tion but they do not have the bellows 
and moving parts found in a stern drive.

For inboard installations of various 
types, check that the stuffing box is 
operating and adjusted correctly. New 
dripless versions, in particular need 
attention to ensure that cooling/lubri-
cation water is reaching the bearing 
surface. If the boat has been stored out 
of the water or hauled for maintenance, 
follow the manufacturer’s recom-
mendations carefully for any pre- or 
post-launch steps to prevent leaks. 

Traditional stuffing boxes with a 
packing gland and flax packing should 
never drip more than one to three 
times a minute when running in gear 
and should keep the bilge almost dry 
when not running. Periodically, the 
packing nut needs adjusting; if the 
gland leaks too much, packing needs to 
be replaced. Also, pay attention to the 
condition of the hose surrounding the 
stuffing box and replace it if it is worn.

Goodyear emphasizes the impor-
tance of keeping the bilge as clean as 

winter. Some transducers have 
plastic construction that could hold 
water, freeze and crack or break 
during the winter. Goodyear believes 
it’s best to remove the transducer 
in the fall to drain the water, then 
lubricate the O-rings and reinstall so 
you’re ready for spring.

Before launching, True North’s pros 
lift floorboards and open all access points 
to locate every thru-hull on the boat. It’s 
amazing how many holes you may find 
have been drilled in the bottom of your 
boat to install equipment, hoses and 
connections. We looked at one older 
sailboat in the 30-foot range that had a 
dozen thru-hulls!

Through the winter, even a dip in 
a hose one can create a problem if 
it doesn’t drain fully and the freeze-
thaw cycle creates a leak. That’s why 
Goodyear’s crew conducts a thorough 
search for leaks after the initial launch. 
It’s a great idea to keep the boat in the 
slings or on the trailer until you’re sure 
no water is entering.

fuel SYStemS aNd fIlteRS
For boats with gasoline engines, 
ethanol has become major issue. The 
addition of this form of alcohol into 
gasoline has not been a problem in 
automobiles because their fuel systems 
are sealed and typically drivers use up 
their gasoline quickly.

In boats, fuel systems are vented 
to the open air; as a result, moisture 
and condensation can enter tanks. 
Ethanol is hygroscopic and will absorb 
water. This eventually reaches the point 
where phase separation occurs and a 
blob of material that the engine cannot 
combust will block the fuel system. 

Diesel fuel with water contamina-
tion can develop bacterial growth that 
leads to deposits which can clog filters 
and fuel systems. (For an overview 
of diesel fuel filtration, see Engine 
Room, page 76).

Careful attention to fuel filters is 
the key to combating these problems. 
Replacing filters at the start of each 
season is a good practice; discuss with 

your service technicians how best 
to maintain the quality of your fuel 
systems and filters.

dRIve SYStemS
Drive systems require special attention 
in the spring to ensure a trouble-free 
season. The starting point is the raw 
water pump impeller that delivers 
cooling water to the engine. If a 
thru-hull is left closed, sea weed or 
animal debris has blocked the intake, 
or the impeller is worn or damaged, the 
engine can overheat and potentially 
catch fire. Two years ago, this hap-
pened to a cruiser on Lake Simcoe on 
its first run of the season, and the boat 
burned to the waterline.

For boats equipped with outboard 
engines or stern drive systems, the 
water intake is on the lower unit and 
the pump impeller is sometimes in 
the drive, sometimes on the engine. 
Either way, the impeller itself is an 
inexpensive part and annual replace-
ment is a cheap assurance of reliable 

possible. Then, if you suddenly see oil, 
green coolant or other liquids under the 
engine, stop immediately and investigate.

BatteRIeS aNd PoweR
There are many ways of storing batter-
ies in winter, but if a series of batteries 
is left connected and one has a bad 
cell, it can affect the other batteries. 

In the yacht that we photographed, the 
cables were removed, eliminating any 
risk of current drain during storage.

When batteries are reconnected 
in the spring, Goodyear recommends 
testing them with a voltmeter in case 
the dashboard gauge is not accurate. 
After storage, if the battery registers 
12.7 volts, in general, you have 
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 New or old, 
every boat needs 

attention before 
spring launch.
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 First, make sure everything is off at the panel. 
Use a meter to test the battery next then make 
sure all the connections are clean and tight and 
that the batteries are secured.

 LOWER L: The blue lines are the water manifolds from the water tanks while the black box is the generator muffler. Also, you see the emergency high water bilge 
pump and alarm as well as the main pump mounted lower. Check the switches and alarms on all.  LOWER M: This feathering prop has to be greased before the boat 
is launched. You can see the dark (or wet) areas have been greased. The anodes here could be replaced.  LOWER R: Water from the exhaust manifold cooling jacket 
also lubricates the drive shaft stuffing box, so make sure it’s not leaking when you run the engine up to temperature and check to make sure it’s not getting hot.
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on. Because of the weight of the drive 
itself, this is not a task most owners 
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boats are stored with the drive removed. 
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tion but they do not have the bellows 
and moving parts found in a stern drive.
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surface. If the boat has been stored out 
of the water or hauled for maintenance, 
follow the manufacturer’s recom-
mendations carefully for any pre- or 
post-launch steps to prevent leaks. 

Traditional stuffing boxes with a 
packing gland and flax packing should 
never drip more than one to three 
times a minute when running in gear 
and should keep the bilge almost dry 
when not running. Periodically, the 
packing nut needs adjusting; if the 
gland leaks too much, packing needs to 
be replaced. Also, pay attention to the 
condition of the hose surrounding the 
stuffing box and replace it if it is worn.

Goodyear emphasizes the impor-
tance of keeping the bilge as clean as 

winter. Some transducers have 
plastic construction that could hold 
water, freeze and crack or break 
during the winter. Goodyear believes 
it’s best to remove the transducer 
in the fall to drain the water, then 
lubricate the O-rings and reinstall so 
you’re ready for spring.

Before launching, True North’s pros 
lift floorboards and open all access points 
to locate every thru-hull on the boat. It’s 
amazing how many holes you may find 
have been drilled in the bottom of your 
boat to install equipment, hoses and 
connections. We looked at one older 
sailboat in the 30-foot range that had a 
dozen thru-hulls!

Through the winter, even a dip in 
a hose one can create a problem if 
it doesn’t drain fully and the freeze-
thaw cycle creates a leak. That’s why 
Goodyear’s crew conducts a thorough 
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animal debris has blocked the intake, 
or the impeller is worn or damaged, the 
engine can overheat and potentially 
catch fire. Two years ago, this hap-
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water intake is on the lower unit and 
the pump impeller is sometimes in 
the drive, sometimes on the engine. 
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possible. Then, if you suddenly see oil, 
green coolant or other liquids under the 
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When batteries are reconnected 
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the dashboard gauge is not accurate. 
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 The first commissioning of a 
new boat is a special time for care!

a healthy battery. If you only have 
11.7 volts, the battery is significantly 
weakened. It’s wise to check them 
before storage and again in the spring 
to compare. If you load-test batteries 
in the fall, you can arrange for replace-
ments over the winter, if necessary.

Another hot tip (literally) is that 
when you connect a battery charger, 
come back in a while and check volt-
ages and the temperature of the battery 
by touching it. If it is hot and the 
voltages don’t seem right, the battery is 
likely faulty and needs to be replaced.

When you buy batteries, repu-
table or premium brands are well 
worth the investment. 

SaIlBoat RIGGING
Goodyear recommends checking all fit-
tings, turnbuckles, cotter pins, stays and 
chain plates for cracking, corrosion or 

The revolutionary 45 Cantius looks and feels unlike any 
other yacht, ever. Because it was designed to erase the  
limitations between the great outdoors and its fabulously  
appointed indoors. Infinitely expanding your experience,  
and fully integrating the feeling of your lavish onboard  
lifestyle with the beauty and enchantment of the natural  
world. The 45 Cantius embraces the light with a full  
glass enclosure and provides unprecedented sight lines.  

To learn more about the amazing 45 Cantius, visit  CruisersYachts.comor contact KCS International Inc. 920-834-2211 

And features a spacious integrated entertainment area that  
seamlessly blends together the cockpit, galley, upper  
salon and helm through 114” of open access. And the  

revolution continues with a power-activated sunroof.  
An unprecedented 6’ retractable hardtop/sun shade  
for complete cockpit area coverage. All amenities  

specifically designed to eliminate canvas. Plus, a 
multi-purpose entertaining/cinema area below deck.  
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• When owners are getting their boats ready 
for launch, they may feel pressured and 
stressed. It can really help to have a check-
list to follow. Keep a laminated list on board 
at all times and update it from season to 
season as necessary.

• Goodyear recommends having an anchor 
and plenty of rode ready to deploy in case 
the engine quits between the launch well 
and your slip. Setting the anchor will keep 
you safe until help arrives.

• In the hours after launch, and a day or so 
later, be sure to check for leaks or any 
other issues that may have developed 
since the boat hit the water.

• Even if you are a committed and knowledge-
able do-it-yourselfer, occasional help from 
professionals with key steps in commission-
ing can ensure all is done right and offer an 
excellent opportunity to learn by watching. 
Many professional techs are happy to pass 
along their knowledge to interested owners.

• Remember that ounce of prevention! 
Here’s wishing you a safe and trouble-free 
summer in 2013.

tIPS fRom the PRoS
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new boat is a special time for care!
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• When owners are getting their boats ready 
for launch, they may feel pressured and 
stressed. It can really help to have a check-
list to follow. Keep a laminated list on board 
at all times and update it from season to 
season as necessary.

• Goodyear recommends having an anchor 
and plenty of rode ready to deploy in case 
the engine quits between the launch well 
and your slip. Setting the anchor will keep 
you safe until help arrives.

• In the hours after launch, and a day or so 
later, be sure to check for leaks or any 
other issues that may have developed 
since the boat hit the water.

• Even if you are a committed and knowledge-
able do-it-yourselfer, occasional help from 
professionals with key steps in commission-
ing can ensure all is done right and offer an 
excellent opportunity to learn by watching. 
Many professional techs are happy to pass 
along their knowledge to interested owners.

• Remember that ounce of prevention! 
Here’s wishing you a safe and trouble-free 
summer in 2013.
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 This is the through-hull for the triducer. When 
replacing it, lubricate the O-ring with grease to 

prevent leaks. Make sure that the arrow is pointing 
in the right direction. If it’s an older one with the cut 

out, it has to be positioned correctly or it will leak.

 This line leading to the through-hull valve is 
from the galley sink

 Ensure that the raw water strainers are clean, 
clear and that the caps are put on securely to prevent 

vaccuum or water leaks.

 The pros get ready to launch a 
big keelboat from the travel lift.

signs of fatigue before stepping the mast.
While Goodyear believes the best 

way to store a boat is indoors with the 
mast down, this is not always possible. 
Leaving the mast up reduces haulout 
and relaunch time in the spring and 
fall but increases long-term wear on 
the hull and components.

Leaving the rig down also allows 
easy regular inspection of mast, 
rigging, lights and other mast-mounted 
electrics. Check the radar mount. 
Inspect halyards and other running 
rigging for wear and chafe points. 

When boats are left in salt water 
year-round, it’s important to carry 
out seasonal inspections of the mast 
and rig, either by going aloft yourself 
or paying a rigger to do it for you. 

PlumBING SYStemS
The lowly bilge pump deserves top-
level attention. Test float switches 
and alarms—these boat and life-
saving devices are inexpensive and 

deserve to be replaced occasionally 
to ensure top performance.

When Whealy commissions a 
boat, he fills the water tanks, pres-
surizes the water system and leaves 
the water pump switched on. While 
working on other areas of the boat, 
he listens for the pump cycling and 
occasionally checks the bilge for 
leaks. Sealing O-rings and gaskets 
can deteriorate and should be 
replaced at regular intervals.

When it comes to heads, Mark 
Goodyear comments that you get 
what you pay for. The higher the 
quality, the better the head is likely 
to function and the more reliable 
it will probably be. The top-quality 
products are all very good in his 
opinion, prevent odours from getting 
into the boat and are well worth the 
additional investment.

Fill and empty the head three 
times, check for leaks on the seawater 
intake and on the sewage outlet. Make 

sure there’s no backflow of sewage and 
check for smooth, normal operation. 
Don’t forget to try out the shower and 
check for leaks there as well.

GalleY
Check the propane tank locker and 
its overboard drain. Flush the drain 
to ensure that the hose is intact and 
not clogged. Never let propane drain 
into the bilge.

Refrigerators and ice makers 
sometimes have a water line. Make 
sure it’s not leaking once the appli-
ance is turned on.

Air-conditioning on boats uses 
raw water for cooling and heating; at 
the start of the season, it can be hard 
to prime the pump. Some units have 
wing nuts to enable priming of the 
AC line; loosen the fitting until water 
escapes, then tighten it again and the 
system should be primed. Check the 
overboard discharge to ensure there is 
a stream of cooling water. m
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1996 Bayliner 4788  
One owner - meticulously maintained. 
Flybridge hardtop. Engine hours 1,050.

Wave

2004 58' West Bay SonShip 
Well equipped - competitively priced. 

800 HP CAT engines. Engine hours 950.

crystal lady

brokerage boats

$205,000
located in ladner

$995,000
located in False creek

neW priceneW price

SafetY equIPmeNt
Before launching, make sure all safety 
equipment is on board and up to date: 
flares, life jackets, fire extinguishers and 
so on. Do a vessel safety check. It’s not 
just the police who do safety checks. 
Goodyear recommends that you do 
your own safety check a day or so after 
launching to ensure a problem hasn’t 
developed since it went into the water. 
When you cast off for the first time, 
make sure you bring in all of the lines, 
including the shore power cord!

Many readers keep their boats 
at yacht clubs. Goodyear makes an 
interesting point about club launch 
weekends; these often involve time con-
straints or bad weather. When working 
with heavy boats and big equipment, 
professionals never push. Everyone 
involved in haulout and launch needs 
to remember to slow down and keep in 
mind the safety of people and boats.

The best time to start an enjoyable 
boating season is at spring launch! 

SPRING cOMMiSSiOninG
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mast down, this is not always possible. 
Leaving the mast up reduces haulout 
and relaunch time in the spring and 
fall but increases long-term wear on 
the hull and components.

Leaving the rig down also allows 
easy regular inspection of mast, 
rigging, lights and other mast-mounted 
electrics. Check the radar mount. 
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and rig, either by going aloft yourself 
or paying a rigger to do it for you. 
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and alarms—these boat and life-
saving devices are inexpensive and 

deserve to be replaced occasionally 
to ensure top performance.

When Whealy commissions a 
boat, he fills the water tanks, pres-
surizes the water system and leaves 
the water pump switched on. While 
working on other areas of the boat, 
he listens for the pump cycling and 
occasionally checks the bilge for 
leaks. Sealing O-rings and gaskets 
can deteriorate and should be 
replaced at regular intervals.

When it comes to heads, Mark 
Goodyear comments that you get 
what you pay for. The higher the 
quality, the better the head is likely 
to function and the more reliable 
it will probably be. The top-quality 
products are all very good in his 
opinion, prevent odours from getting 
into the boat and are well worth the 
additional investment.

Fill and empty the head three 
times, check for leaks on the seawater 
intake and on the sewage outlet. Make 

sure there’s no backflow of sewage and 
check for smooth, normal operation. 
Don’t forget to try out the shower and 
check for leaks there as well.

GalleY
Check the propane tank locker and 
its overboard drain. Flush the drain 
to ensure that the hose is intact and 
not clogged. Never let propane drain 
into the bilge.

Refrigerators and ice makers 
sometimes have a water line. Make 
sure it’s not leaking once the appli-
ance is turned on.

Air-conditioning on boats uses 
raw water for cooling and heating; at 
the start of the season, it can be hard 
to prime the pump. Some units have 
wing nuts to enable priming of the 
AC line; loosen the fitting until water 
escapes, then tighten it again and the 
system should be primed. Check the 
overboard discharge to ensure there is 
a stream of cooling water. m
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1996 Bayliner 4788  
One owner - meticulously maintained. 
Flybridge hardtop. Engine hours 1,050.

Wave

2004 58' West Bay SonShip 
Well equipped - competitively priced. 

800 HP CAT engines. Engine hours 950.

crystal lady

brokerage boats

$205,000
located in ladner

$995,000
located in False creek

neW priceneW price

SafetY equIPmeNt
Before launching, make sure all safety 
equipment is on board and up to date: 
flares, life jackets, fire extinguishers and 
so on. Do a vessel safety check. It’s not 
just the police who do safety checks. 
Goodyear recommends that you do 
your own safety check a day or so after 
launching to ensure a problem hasn’t 
developed since it went into the water. 
When you cast off for the first time, 
make sure you bring in all of the lines, 
including the shore power cord!

Many readers keep their boats 
at yacht clubs. Goodyear makes an 
interesting point about club launch 
weekends; these often involve time con-
straints or bad weather. When working 
with heavy boats and big equipment, 
professionals never push. Everyone 
involved in haulout and launch needs 
to remember to slow down and keep in 
mind the safety of people and boats.

The best time to start an enjoyable 
boating season is at spring launch! 

SPRING cOMMiSSiOninG
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 Mackinaw Island was a must 
visit. No motorized vehicles are 

allowed on the island whatsoever.
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POWER BEYOND COMPARISON

t
he Much-AnticiPAted 
enveLOPe Arrived frOM 
the AMericA’S GreAt LOOP 
cruiSerS’ ASSOciAtiOn. 

inSide wAS A Letter cOnGrAtu-
LAtinG uS On Our cOMPLetiOn Of 
the GreAt LOOP, A GOLd fLAG And 
Our “BAccALOOPreAt”. thiS Piece 
Of PArchMent MeAnt MOre tO uS 
thAn Any univerSity deGree. we 
hAd dOne it. we hAd cOnquered 
the cOntinuOuS wAterwAy thAt 
tOOk uS thrOuGh the GreAt 
LAkeS, the inLAnd riverS Of the 
uS And the GuLf And AtLAntic 
intrAcOAStAL wAterwAyS.

On August 3, Pat and I left from our 
home port, Midland, Ontario aboard 
our home-built 38’ sailboat, Adamant 1. 
At the beginning, our cruising waters 
were familiar. The North Channel was 

our summer playground, the greatest 
fresh water cruising area on earth. After 
many farewell dinners with our cruising 
friends, we headed west from the South 
Benjamin Islands and entered the US at 
Drummond Island. We were on our way!

We allowed some time to explore 
Lake Michigan and spent a day touring 
the lovely Mackinaw Island – home of 
the famous Grand Hotel founded in 
1887 and host to the Chicago-Mackinaw 
race now in its 105th year. From there 
we ventured down the eastern shore 
of Lake Michigan and headed into 
Charlevoix, Leland, Muskegon and 
Holland. An overnight sail from Holland 
brought us into Chicago by noon the day 
after Labour Day!

We spent the next week touring 
Chicago; we also had to get the mast 
down. By the following Monday, we 

passed through the first lock into 
Chicago. This route takes you right 
through the centre of this windy city 
known for its fabulous architecture.

Sadly, once past this beautiful 
skyline, you are greeted by a stench 
that could only be proffered by 
Chicago’s industrial area. The water is 
dirty too! Thank goodness, it’s only a 
few short miles.

Here is also where you start to 
meet the tows. We’re not sure why 
they call them tows, as the barges are 
actually being pushed. There can be as 
many as 20—equivalent to 47 tractor-
trailers—tied together, four wide by five 
deep, all pushed by one huge tug. They 
are massive and command respect. 
When you meet one, it is proper to call 
the captain on channel 13 to request 
instructions on which side to pass the 

By Lynn Lortie and Elizabeth Kerr  |  Photos by Lynn Lortie

most safely. He will then tell you he will 
“meet you on the one whistle” which is 
pass port to port, or “meet you on the 
two whistle”, which is starboard to star-
board. It is best to memorize those two 
phrases quickly; the consequences of 
getting it wrong could be your undoing!

These tow captains, however, are 
very helpful and considerate. If you’re 
behind any, they will radio you, slow 
down and let you pass. They will also 
advise you of tows coming your way as 
well as the status of fog on the river. 
Some days, we met up with as many 
as 15 tows. On one occasion, we had 
to manoeuver our boat into a tight 
space between two parked barges. 
On another, we moved so close to an 
embankment that we were pushing 
tree branches out of the way to avoid 
a tow! Eventually, however, you get 
used to them. “Tows don’t panic us 
any more.”

On this river, we soon discovered 
that the distance between safe anchor-
ages was often further than a sailboat 
with a five-foot draft can travel in a day 

so it’s best to have a couple of back-up 
anchorages in the plan. It’s fine to plan 
in advance, but a delay at any lock 
can throw your schedule off. We have 
been forced to tie up to lock walls or 
city seawalls, but have also spent many 
peaceful nights in secure anchorages 
behind islands or in creeks. 

During that very first week, we 
were caught in the Illinois flood caused 
by the excessive rain from hurricanes 
Gustaf and Ike. We had just tied up to 
the municipal dock in Ottawa, Illinois, 
when a fellow from the rescue station 
advised us that the river was expected 
to rise overnight by eight feet and that 
it wasn’t safe for us to stay. 

The first rule of the river is to never, 
under any circumstances, run the river 
at night. We had no choice. Thankfully, 
he was able to get us a dock at Heritage 
Harbour, a floating marina, three miles 
upstream. It was already 9 p.m. and 
pouring rain. The river had already 
risen three feet and two hours later, we 
were grateful to get tied up safely. We 
stayed tied to that dock as the river 

 –Part I

 All the marinas in Lake Michigan 
were well protected and very 
accommodating to transients.
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home port, Midland, Ontario aboard 
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At the beginning, our cruising waters 
were familiar. The North Channel was 

our summer playground, the greatest 
fresh water cruising area on earth. After 
many farewell dinners with our cruising 
friends, we headed west from the South 
Benjamin Islands and entered the US at 
Drummond Island. We were on our way!

We allowed some time to explore 
Lake Michigan and spent a day touring 
the lovely Mackinaw Island – home of 
the famous Grand Hotel founded in 
1887 and host to the Chicago-Mackinaw 
race now in its 105th year. From there 
we ventured down the eastern shore 
of Lake Michigan and headed into 
Charlevoix, Leland, Muskegon and 
Holland. An overnight sail from Holland 
brought us into Chicago by noon the day 
after Labour Day!

We spent the next week touring 
Chicago; we also had to get the mast 
down. By the following Monday, we 

passed through the first lock into 
Chicago. This route takes you right 
through the centre of this windy city 
known for its fabulous architecture.

Sadly, once past this beautiful 
skyline, you are greeted by a stench 
that could only be proffered by 
Chicago’s industrial area. The water is 
dirty too! Thank goodness, it’s only a 
few short miles.

Here is also where you start to 
meet the tows. We’re not sure why 
they call them tows, as the barges are 
actually being pushed. There can be as 
many as 20—equivalent to 47 tractor-
trailers—tied together, four wide by five 
deep, all pushed by one huge tug. They 
are massive and command respect. 
When you meet one, it is proper to call 
the captain on channel 13 to request 
instructions on which side to pass the 
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most safely. He will then tell you he will 
“meet you on the one whistle” which is 
pass port to port, or “meet you on the 
two whistle”, which is starboard to star-
board. It is best to memorize those two 
phrases quickly; the consequences of 
getting it wrong could be your undoing!

These tow captains, however, are 
very helpful and considerate. If you’re 
behind any, they will radio you, slow 
down and let you pass. They will also 
advise you of tows coming your way as 
well as the status of fog on the river. 
Some days, we met up with as many 
as 15 tows. On one occasion, we had 
to manoeuver our boat into a tight 
space between two parked barges. 
On another, we moved so close to an 
embankment that we were pushing 
tree branches out of the way to avoid 
a tow! Eventually, however, you get 
used to them. “Tows don’t panic us 
any more.”

On this river, we soon discovered 
that the distance between safe anchor-
ages was often further than a sailboat 
with a five-foot draft can travel in a day 

so it’s best to have a couple of back-up 
anchorages in the plan. It’s fine to plan 
in advance, but a delay at any lock 
can throw your schedule off. We have 
been forced to tie up to lock walls or 
city seawalls, but have also spent many 
peaceful nights in secure anchorages 
behind islands or in creeks. 

During that very first week, we 
were caught in the Illinois flood caused 
by the excessive rain from hurricanes 
Gustaf and Ike. We had just tied up to 
the municipal dock in Ottawa, Illinois, 
when a fellow from the rescue station 
advised us that the river was expected 
to rise overnight by eight feet and that 
it wasn’t safe for us to stay. 

The first rule of the river is to never, 
under any circumstances, run the river 
at night. We had no choice. Thankfully, 
he was able to get us a dock at Heritage 
Harbour, a floating marina, three miles 
upstream. It was already 9 p.m. and 
pouring rain. The river had already 
risen three feet and two hours later, we 
were grateful to get tied up safely. We 
stayed tied to that dock as the river 
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 All the marinas in Lake Michigan 
were well protected and very 
accommodating to transients.
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 Entering downtown Chicago 
after clearing the entry lock.

rose 18 feet over the next few days. 
Two weeks later, we left, but the river 
was still nine feet over flood stage. This 
gave us some extra current, increasing 
our speed, but also gave us a ton of 
debris to dodge. Was this supposed to 
be a part of our dream adventure?

This river trip is not for the faint of 
heart. Constant watching for tows and 
debris and the following of charts is 
standard 24/7 practice. You must know 
your location at all times. The Illinois 
River, once past Chicago, becomes 
peaceful and pastoral. There were 
few towns and even fewer accessible 
marinas however many provided 
courtesy vans for us to use to go into 
town to shop. 

Back en route, we hit the 
Mississippi River running with 
currents of up to five knots, boosting 
our normal hull speed up 11 knots at 
times! At the mouth of the Missouri 
River, where it meets the Mississippi, 
the water churns, making the water too 
fast and too rough to traverse. Thank 

goodness a canal was built to bypass 
that section of the river, however, once 
through, at St. Louis, the Mississippi 
River comes barreling back down on 
you. We watched a sailboat ahead 
of us going as fast sideways as it was 
forward. It felt like we were white 
water rafting in a 38’ boat! Luckily, it 
only lasted a very short time.

St. Louis is barge heaven—20 miles 
of barges and tows parked along the 
shoreline or anchored in the river. It 
was fascinating to see the city from the 
river, the huge arch, high rises, and the 
casino boats, but sadly we couldn’t stop 
anywhere; St. Louis has no municipal 
docks or marinas. 

The hardest place to find safe 
anchorages was along the Mississippi. 
When we did get to one, we then had 
to account for the four-knot current. 
Once settled, the anchorages were 
quiet and still with plenty of wildlife to 
see: white herons, bald eagles, white 
pelicans and occasionally a deer or a 
wild boar. At night, we could hear the 

crickets and frogs and sometimes the 
howl of a distant coyote. And we know 
that coyotes do swim.

Our next discovery: underwater wing 
dams that control the flow of water to 
help prevent silting in. When the extra 
current meets with a wing dam on a 
tight turn, it results in a boiling water 
effect. I was on the wheel when a huge 
whirlpool opened ahead of us. It looked 
like a giant drain ringed with white 
foam. Before I could turn the wheel, 
it flung our 20,000 lb. boat sideways 
scaring the daylights out of us. Although 
only seconds, we weren’t looking 
forward to the other two spots ahead! 
Back to that adventure theory again!

When not fighting off a tow or 
a wing dam, the peacefulness and 
beauty of the river does relax you. I 
had expected to see more towns along 
the river, but if the river can rise 18 
feet in a few days, it’s not surprising 
that everything is built well back, 
behind the levees.

At Cairo, Illinois, we turned up 
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the Ohio River. This river is much 
wider and a lot cleaner than the 
Mississippi. It was a short crossing to 
the Cumberland River and somewhere 
en route was the town of Metropolis, 
hometown to Superman. Apparently, 
we also passed by Chester, home to 
Popeye. Who knew we were in comic 
strip heaven?

All along the rivers, there were 
locks—many, many locks. Some were 
28-foot drops, others were 40-foot 
drops, and some were 1500 feet long. 
But locks were no problem for us. 
Nor were the wicket dams…think 
retractable dams. (When the water is 
high, the doors are lowered to lie flat 
on the bottom so boats can pass over 
top of them.)

Just past the magnificent sand 
dunes lining the shores of the Ohio 
River, we reached the Cumberland 
River and headed down the 30-mile 
canal to Barkley Lake—a huge tourist 
area in Kentucky. We spent three days 
there, shopping, doing laundry and 
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 Pat and I would take turns on the bow 
watching for debris in the river after the flood.

 The Arch in St. Louis was impressive but could 
not be reached by water. There wasn’t any sort of 
marina or town dock in St.Louis at which to stop.
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 Entering downtown Chicago 
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the Ohio River. This river is much 
wider and a lot cleaner than the 
Mississippi. It was a short crossing to 
the Cumberland River and somewhere 
en route was the town of Metropolis, 
hometown to Superman. Apparently, 
we also passed by Chester, home to 
Popeye. Who knew we were in comic 
strip heaven?

All along the rivers, there were 
locks—many, many locks. Some were 
28-foot drops, others were 40-foot 
drops, and some were 1500 feet long. 
But locks were no problem for us. 
Nor were the wicket dams…think 
retractable dams. (When the water is 
high, the doors are lowered to lie flat 
on the bottom so boats can pass over 
top of them.)

Just past the magnificent sand 
dunes lining the shores of the Ohio 
River, we reached the Cumberland 
River and headed down the 30-mile 
canal to Barkley Lake—a huge tourist 
area in Kentucky. We spent three days 
there, shopping, doing laundry and 
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 During the flood in Illinois 
we had to use our dinghy to get 
from the dock to the shore.

boat chores, and touring Paducah, a 
must-see town known for its series of 
murals depicting the history of the city.

We then navigated through the 
canal linking Barkley Lake to Kentucky 
Lake—a major navigable reservoir along 
the Tennessee River. The lake is huge 
and host to people swimming, sailing and 
fishing. The east shore is state-owned 
and boasted only pristine wilderness. 
The western shore is dotted with cot-
tages, huge homes, and plenty of marinas 
accessible to all—a nice change from 
the previous rivers. There are islands to 
anchor behind and places to explore by 
dinghy. I could be very happy here.

Our trip took us next down the 
Tennessee River into Pickwick Lake, 
an area that took our breath away. The 
weather remained hot and sunny as 
we slowed down to explore and enjoy. 
We were now seeing lots of homes, 
communities and marinas. We seldom 
shared an anchorage with more than a 

couple of other boats. We toured the 
national military park, named after 
the famous Battle of Shiloh that took 
place in April 1862. (In two short days, 
23,000 men lost their lives here.) 

We left to enter the Tennessee-
Tombigbee Waterway, known as the 
Tenn-Tom—a 234-mile, man-made 
canal that stretches from Pickwick 
Lake to Demopolis, Alabama. There 
are ten locks, the highest being the 
Jamie Whitten Lock with an 84-foot 
drop. There are towns and marinas 
along the canal, and while we had been 
apprehensive about transiting such 
a narrow waterway, it was one of the 
most relaxing parts of the trip. 

We left the Tenn-Tom and entered 
the Black Warrior River—216 miles 
from Mobile. This river was much 
wider and vegetation grows right down 
to the river’s edge. In some areas, white 
sand beaches invite you want to stop, 
grab a blanket, and lie in the sun. Sadly, 

the alligators got there first. 
Morning fog often delayed our early 

departures. Running the river in fog is 
simply not recommended. Although 
the fog was very thick, when the sun 
rose high enough to shine down onto 
the river, it dissipated quickly. Here is 
where we encountered switchbacks 
and sharp bends in the river. We always 
put out a security call when we entered 
a switchback, hoping that if there were 
a tow, the captain would radio in time 
for us to prepare to alter course or wait 
for him to exit before we continued.

On November 1st, we entered 
Mobile Harbour. It is the largest deep 
water port on the Gulf; the size and 
variety of ships were staggering. We 
took a dock at a marina in the Dog 
River where we hauled out to repaint 
the bottom and do some minor repairs. 
It was hard to believe but we were most 
thankful we had made it safely to the 
end of the river system. 

All week it’s work, work, work, but 
when Friday comes it’s all about 
cruising with friends, maybe a club 
race Saturday. The boat’s our special 
way to unwind.

Insurance is a necessity, but with 
Skippers’ Plan we don’t really have to think 
about it. Even when we had a minor racing 
bump, they understood what we needed 
immediately. The person on the phone was a 
boater himself - he actually knew what a  
spin pole is! 

We have enough to do from 9 to 5 – when 
we’re on board, we relax and let the experts 
take care of the details.

skippersplan.com   1-800-661-7211   905-754-4805  

Boats! We share your passion.

Follow us on Owned and operated by The CG&B Group Inc.

Glorious days. Check. 
Great friends. Check.
Insurance?   
Skippers’ Plan has it covered.
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 Houses along the river were built on stilts 
because of the frequent flooding. That still didn’t stop 

some from being flooded anyway in September.

 Meeting a fuel oil 
tow along the river.

 The White Cliffs of 
Eppes were spectacular 

and went on for miles.

 Some of the locks along the 
river were huge to allow room 

for the massive tows.
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 Pensacola Lighthouse with 
the Blue Angels practicing in 
formation overhead

are a top-notch choice for lunch overlooking the 
beach and the Gulf of Mexico. Visit on a Sunday 
and attend the 11:00 a.m. church service!

On the way back to your boat, visit the National 
Naval Aviation Museum. If you like planes and 
many of us do, this museum will take you to the 
skies whether exploring the impressive display of 
more than 150 restored airplanes dating as far 
back as 1914 or flying with the Blue Angels on the 
IMAX screen. (Playing at the time was an optional 
flick in honour of Canadians: Rocky Mountain 
Express whose viewers are taken on a steam train 
journey through the breathtaking vistas of the 
Canadian Rockies and highlights the building the 
Canada’s first transcontinental railway.)

For the not faint of heart, climb the narrow, dimly lit 
177-step spiral staircase of the Pensacola Light-
house for a spectacular view of the Gulf of Mexico 
and perhaps passages for you yet discovered. Time 
it to see the Blue Angels practice. You can catch 
them early morning on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.

Before heading to the marina, stop at Joe Patti’s 
Seafood Market. Place your order with Frank—Joe 
and Anna’s son. It will be packed to go in a Styro-
foam chest packed in ice. 

Pensacola is indeed worth the visit. Barbados 
can wait! 

We have over 19 years of experience in offering policies 
from many of the best insurance providers to ensure full 
coverage, specific to your needs. Trust us with all your 
worries and sail off into the sunset with peace of mind.

Please visit our website for the many  
special servcies benefiting you.

604-261-9200   1-800-460-0619     
www.dolphininsurance.com

insurance services inc.

We’ve got your back... just go boating.

With over 20 years of providing peace of mind to the 
marine industry, Dolphin Marine Insurance continues 
to look after the best interest of the boater. 

Please visit our website for the many  
special services benefiting you.

604-261-9200   1-800-460-0619    
www.dolphininsurance.com

insurance services inc.

We’ve got your back... just go boating.

deStinAtiOn: GReat looP - PArt i

Boat insurance is our only business.  
We really understand the needs of boaters.

Northstar covers  your runabout, water  
ski or wakeboard boat, pontoon boat,  
fishing boat, sailboat, cruiser or personal 
watercraft.

Get out on the water, knowing you’re  
covered. Call Northstar – it’s what we do!

Speak to a  
Northstar  
broker today.
TOLL FREE AT:  
1.866.717.9295

Boat  
insurance. 
It’s what 
we do!

www.northstarinsurance.ca
info@northstarinsurance.ca

1.866.717.9295      

• Emergency Towing
• Emergency Fuel Delivery
• Battery Boost
• Soft Grounding Tow

The entire state of Florida is celebrating 
500 years since the arrival of Ponce de Leon 
in 1513. Counties all over Florida are marking 

this year in style… including Pensacola.

As part of your Great Loop experience, a stop in 
Pensacola is highly recommended. Palm Harbor 
Marina—a frequent stopover for fellow Canadian 
Loopers—will welcome you with open arms. Palm 
Harbor is actually home to many Canadian boats 
kept there year-round. In fact, the Technomarine 
docks installed there were built in Canada. Ac-
cording to Robert Dunbar, proud marina manager 
extraordinaire, “Palm Harbor offers a high-end 
facility that exemplifies class from the change 
rooms to the covered party dock…everything a 
dedicated Looper would ever want.”

Although Barbados and beyond awaits you, even 
a two-day stopover here will tempt your historic, 
cultural and culinary palates. Below are a few 
must-do activities that will tempt you to steer your 
boat port from Mobile.

Go back in time and visit Historic Pensacola Vil-
lage. Your tour guide, likely a PHD in History, will 
stay in timeless character throughout your 45-min-
ute walking tour. Continue your cultural fix by 
heading around the corner to the T.T. Wentworth, 
Jr. Museum that houses three floors of permanent 
and traveling exhibits. 

I love buying locally. And I love buying art. And I 
did buy local art at the Quayside Art Gallery. This 
charming three-story historic building originally 
constructed as the Germania Steam Fire Engine 
and Hose Company, offers everything art from 
pen and ink sketches you can tuck in your 
pocket to beautifully carved wooden bowls that 
staff will happily ship home for you.

All good things come for a price. Jackson’s—an 
award-winning five-star restaurant known for 
its steaks—was named after General Andrew 
Jackson who accepted the transfer of Florida from 
Spain, served as governor of Florida, and, in 1828, 
was elected the U.S.’s seventh president. If you left 
the tie and the little black dress at home, people 
watch while waiting for your meals to go. You may 
not know their names but you will know that they 
are the tinsel of the town.

If not too late, make your way to 360 Pensacola 
Beach lifts you 200 feet above the beautiful 
beaches and turquoise waters in fully enclosed, 
air-conditioned gondolas. You’ll experience 360° 
views sweeping from the Gulf of Mexico.

If you have time, rent a car and drive along 
Perdido Key to the Alabama state line. Stop for a 
Bushwaker—a highly spiked, frozen-like mocha 
milkshake at the infamous Flora-bama! Although 
not recommended as a pairing, the oysters here 

florida Celebrates 500 Years

vivaflorida.org 
palmharbor-marina.com 
historicpensacola.org 
quaysideartgallery.com 
jacksons.goodgrits.com 
360pensacolabeach.com 
florabama.com

uSeful PeNSaCola 
weBSIteS

 Palm Harbor Marina—a 
frequent stopover for fellow 
Canadian Loopers—will 
welcome you with open arms
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 The Islands Trust Fund has 
helped protect Mount Artaban 

(centre right) on Howe 
Sound’s Gambier Island.

m
aNY Canadian 
YaChting ReadeRS. 
have likely experienced 
the beauty of British 

Columbia’s Gulf Islands. Nestled 
between Vancouver Island and the 
mainland, this archipelago of more 
than 450 islands and islets offers calm 
seas, a gentle climate and stunning 
landscapes. What many visitors may 
not notice are the immense pressures 
on this much-loved area and the work 
of numerous conservation groups to 
save these fragile ecological jewels for 
all British Columbians and visitors. 

The ecosystems of the Gulf Islands 
are among the most critically imperiled 
in BC. The islands hold one-quarter 
of the province’s Coastal Douglas-fir 
zone—the ecosystems that give us 
Garry oak woodlands, rocky headlands 
bursting with wildflowers, and lush 
Douglas-fir forests. Over 100 species-
at-risk live here, many of which live 
nowhere else in Canada. 

With more than 2.6 million people 

in the surrounding urban areas, the 
Gulf Islands have long been a popular 
holiday destination and their residential 
population has more than doubled 
since 1974. This rising demand for 
a piece of paradise has left its mark. 
Roughly 15 percent of the land base 
has been converted by development, 
resulting in an irreversible loss of 
natural ecosystems. A further five 
percent has been altered by agriculture, 
and more than 70 percent of the 
islands’ forests modified by logging. 

The BC government passed the 
Islands Trust Act in 1974, establishing 
the Islands Trust as a unique land-use 
planning agency, acting for residents of 
both the Trust Area and the province 
generally, with a special conservation-
oriented responsibility: to preserve 
and protect the Trust Area and its 
unique amenities and environment. 
Visitors to the islands may hear about 
the successes and challenges of the 
Trust and its work to pace development 
appropriately for the fragile nature of 

the islands. What many visitors don’t 
see is the behind-the-scenes work of 
the Trust’s own land conservancy—the 
Islands Trust Fund—and the success 
it has had in protecting the shorelines, 
forests and mountaintops cherished by 
islanders and visitors alike.  

The ITF works with private 
landowners to permanently protect 
properties as nature reserves or with 
conservation covenants. In a sector 
dominated by non-profit organizations, 
the ITF is unique in its ties to local 
government. Its operations are funded 
by the Islands Trust’s property taxpay-
ers, allowing the land trust to dedicate 
100 percent of every donation directly 
to land protection. People who donate 
land or cash can be reassured by the 
long-term stability of the organization 
and its track record in providing excel-
lent care to the properties it protects.  

“The ITF was established 22 years 
ago, and our reputation as an effec-
tive land conservation organization 
and responsible land manager has 

PRoteCtING BC’s  
Gulf ISlaNdS

enviroNmeNt

hOw LAnd cOnServAncieS wOrk with PrOPerty OwnerS And dOnOrS tO PreServe 
the BeAuty And diverSity Of the weSt cOASt’S MOSt POPuLAr cruiSinG GrOund. 

By Christine Rikley
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LEADERS IN ALUMINUM BOAT CONSTRUCTION 

DAIGLE WELDING & MARINE LTD.  
2177 Island Hwy. Campbell River B.C. Canada V9W-2G6 

Phone: (250) 286-6749   Fax: (250) 286-6847   Toll Free: 1-888-393-6464 

www.eaglecraft.bc.ca     

$249,900.00 

Twin Volvo D-6 370 Stern Drives with ex-
tended warranty to Spring 2015 
Generator, Raymarine E Series Electronics, 
Autopilot, Satellite TV.  Davit System, Ten-
der with motor. 25 HP Yamaha Trolling en-
gine with  separate Autopilot. 
Boat house kept with low hours & 
loaded with options  

 Builders of Quality Aluminum Boats since 1985 

2010 38’ Cruiser 

2003 32’ EagleCraft Cruiser 

1999 3388 Bayliner 

Twin 250 Hp. Cummins Diesels,  
Full bridge enclosure,  
Propane Galley 
Sea-Wise Davit system,   
Tender with 9.9 outboard,  
Windlass 
Garmin GPS & Chart Plotter 
Great Family Cruiser 

$99,900.00 $675,000.00 

$189,900.00 

Volvo D-6 350, 375  Hrs. Simrad 
Electronics, Kicker, Davit, In-
verter ,Diesel Furnace, Loaded 

2003 EagleCraft 29’ Cruiser 

Volvo D-6 370, Water Maker, 
Dingy, Kicker , Full Electronics, 
Furnace, Inverter, Windlass, Bow 
Thruster, Spare Props,  
Autopilot 

Twin 140 HP Suzuki Outboards 
Lowrance HDS10 GPS, Chart 
Plotter & Radar, Windlass,  
Galvanized 
Trailer $84,900.00 

2008 25’ Thunder Jet 



c a n a d i a n y a c h t i n g . c a  45

 The Islands Trust Fund has 
helped protect Mount Artaban 

(centre right) on Howe 
Sound’s Gambier Island.

m
aNY Canadian 
YaChting ReadeRS. 
have likely experienced 
the beauty of British 

Columbia’s Gulf Islands. Nestled 
between Vancouver Island and the 
mainland, this archipelago of more 
than 450 islands and islets offers calm 
seas, a gentle climate and stunning 
landscapes. What many visitors may 
not notice are the immense pressures 
on this much-loved area and the work 
of numerous conservation groups to 
save these fragile ecological jewels for 
all British Columbians and visitors. 

The ecosystems of the Gulf Islands 
are among the most critically imperiled 
in BC. The islands hold one-quarter 
of the province’s Coastal Douglas-fir 
zone—the ecosystems that give us 
Garry oak woodlands, rocky headlands 
bursting with wildflowers, and lush 
Douglas-fir forests. Over 100 species-
at-risk live here, many of which live 
nowhere else in Canada. 

With more than 2.6 million people 

in the surrounding urban areas, the 
Gulf Islands have long been a popular 
holiday destination and their residential 
population has more than doubled 
since 1974. This rising demand for 
a piece of paradise has left its mark. 
Roughly 15 percent of the land base 
has been converted by development, 
resulting in an irreversible loss of 
natural ecosystems. A further five 
percent has been altered by agriculture, 
and more than 70 percent of the 
islands’ forests modified by logging. 

The BC government passed the 
Islands Trust Act in 1974, establishing 
the Islands Trust as a unique land-use 
planning agency, acting for residents of 
both the Trust Area and the province 
generally, with a special conservation-
oriented responsibility: to preserve 
and protect the Trust Area and its 
unique amenities and environment. 
Visitors to the islands may hear about 
the successes and challenges of the 
Trust and its work to pace development 
appropriately for the fragile nature of 

the islands. What many visitors don’t 
see is the behind-the-scenes work of 
the Trust’s own land conservancy—the 
Islands Trust Fund—and the success 
it has had in protecting the shorelines, 
forests and mountaintops cherished by 
islanders and visitors alike.  

The ITF works with private 
landowners to permanently protect 
properties as nature reserves or with 
conservation covenants. In a sector 
dominated by non-profit organizations, 
the ITF is unique in its ties to local 
government. Its operations are funded 
by the Islands Trust’s property taxpay-
ers, allowing the land trust to dedicate 
100 percent of every donation directly 
to land protection. People who donate 
land or cash can be reassured by the 
long-term stability of the organization 
and its track record in providing excel-
lent care to the properties it protects.  

“The ITF was established 22 years 
ago, and our reputation as an effec-
tive land conservation organization 
and responsible land manager has 

PRoteCtING BC’s  
Gulf ISlaNdS

enviroNmeNt

hOw LAnd cOnServAncieS wOrk with PrOPerty OwnerS And dOnOrS tO PreServe 
the BeAuty And diverSity Of the weSt cOASt’S MOSt POPuLAr cruiSinG GrOund. 

By Christine Rikley

r
. G

u
s

TA
vs

o
n

LEADERS IN ALUMINUM BOAT CONSTRUCTION 

DAIGLE WELDING & MARINE LTD.  
2177 Island Hwy. Campbell River B.C. Canada V9W-2G6 

Phone: (250) 286-6749   Fax: (250) 286-6847   Toll Free: 1-888-393-6464 

www.eaglecraft.bc.ca     

$249,900.00 

Twin Volvo D-6 370 Stern Drives with ex-
tended warranty to Spring 2015 
Generator, Raymarine E Series Electronics, 
Autopilot, Satellite TV.  Davit System, Ten-
der with motor. 25 HP Yamaha Trolling en-
gine with  separate Autopilot. 
Boat house kept with low hours & 
loaded with options  

 Builders of Quality Aluminum Boats since 1985 

2010 38’ Cruiser 

2003 32’ EagleCraft Cruiser 

1999 3388 Bayliner 

Twin 250 Hp. Cummins Diesels,  
Full bridge enclosure,  
Propane Galley 
Sea-Wise Davit system,   
Tender with 9.9 outboard,  
Windlass 
Garmin GPS & Chart Plotter 
Great Family Cruiser 

$99,900.00 $675,000.00 

$189,900.00 

Volvo D-6 350, 375  Hrs. Simrad 
Electronics, Kicker, Davit, In-
verter ,Diesel Furnace, Loaded 

2003 EagleCraft 29’ Cruiser 

Volvo D-6 370, Water Maker, 
Dingy, Kicker , Full Electronics, 
Furnace, Inverter, Windlass, Bow 
Thruster, Spare Props,  
Autopilot 

Twin 140 HP Suzuki Outboards 
Lowrance HDS10 GPS, Chart 
Plotter & Radar, Windlass,  
Galvanized 
Trailer $84,900.00 

2008 25’ Thunder Jet 



46 Canadian Yacht ing April 2013 c a n a d i a n y a c h t i n g . c a  47

grown steadily,” says ITF manager Jennifer Eliason. “We are 
honoured that island landowners choose to work with us to 
carry out their conservation vision for their property.”

The ITF has worked with partners to conserve more than 
1,080 hectares of land from the northern Gulf Islands of 
Denman, Hornby and Lasqueti down to the southern Gulf 

Islands and into Howe Sound. 
Protected areas include Medicine 
Beach on Pender, Mount Artaban 
on Gambier, and Lower Mount 
Erskine on Salt Spring—home to the 
island’s famous fairy doors. The ITF 
has also been involved in protecting 
the coastal bluffs of Squitty Bay 
Provincial Park on Lasqueti Island.  

As pressure on the islands’ 
natural ecosystems continue to 
mount, the ITF has collaborated 
with non-profit land trusts to create 
an ambitious but focused Regional 
Conservation Plan to protect the 
best of what’s left—the pieces of 
land that are most important to the 
region’s ecosystems and wildlife.  

“Protecting the natural values 
of the islands can only be achieved 
by working collaboratively,” says 

Eliason. “That is why we have involved our partners from 
the planning stage, and developed a regional plan that 
includes goals supported by all of our island partners.” 

Although its operational expenses are publicly funded, 
the ITF still needs the support of private donors to purchase 
land. Typically, fundraising campaigns take place on a 

 Galiano Island’s Trincomali Nature 
Sanctuary overlooks Trincomali Channel.

enviroNmeNt
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Lift Solution

The freedom to 
use your watercraft 
where and when you 
want with just the 
touch of a button! 
FreedomLift ™

is the ideal solution 
for transporting 
your tender or PWC.
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case-by-case basis.  When a suitable property becomes avail-
able, the ITF and its partners carry out lengthy campaigns 
to raise the necessary funds. The challenge, however, is that 
when key properties come up for sale, there is rarely time to 
rally the community together to cover the purchase price. 
Raising funds for land acquisition, especially in coastal BC 
where land values are high, can be daunting. 

Such is the case with a quaint cove on Lasqueti known 
as Tucker Bay. The ITF and a local conservancy have been 
working quickly to negotiate a deal with the landowner. If 
the property is purchased by developers, there is a chance 
the ancient forests and mossy wildflower bluffs could be lost. 

The need to react quickly to opportunities like this 
has the Fund rethinking how it fundraises for conserva-
tion. The ITF is looking ahead—working to develop a 
stable source of long-term funding that can be used to 
act quickly to acquire the ecosystems identified in the 
Regional Conservation Plan as they become available. 
The Fund is appealing to island residents, visitors and 
admirers from afar to help protect these special islands. 

If you love the islands and hope to see natural areas 
preserved for future generations, consider making a con-
tribution to the ITF’s Opportunity Fund or to one of the 
local land trusts operating in the region. A donation of cash 
or stocks will help protect properties like Tucker Bay. A 
deferred gift, such as a bequest through your will or desig-
nating the ITF as a beneficiary of an RRSP or RRIF, will go 
a long way toward the continued protection of the natural 
beauty and ecological diversity of the islands.

For more information on how to support the conservation 
of the Gulf Islands, or to learn more about the ITF’s Regional 
Conservation Plan, visit www.islandstrustfund.bc.ca.  

Christine Rikley is Communications and Fundraising 
Specialist for the Islands Trust Fund. 
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the ITF still needs the support of private donors to purchase 
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  Modern chart plotters are 
essentially marinized comput-

ers and they occasionally need 
software updates.

Chasing Software
keeP yOur BridGe current with SOftwAre uPdAteS

eleCtrOnicS

theRe haS BeeN a Real 
ChaNGe in the focus and 
direction we’ve seen in marine 

electronics in recent years. Gone are 
the standalone equipment pieces, 
replaced by multifunction devices 
capable of “talking” to the other elec-
tronic devices on board your boat.

To get first-hand information on 
what is really happening in the field, 
we traveled to CMC Electronics 
Esterline and spent the morning with 
Lead Technical Service Representative, 
Lorne Spence. 

He began by saying that simply 
incredible advances in capability have 

resulted from the interconnection of 
your navigation system components.

In turn, simply incredible advances 
in technology are behind these changes 
and the piece of equipment that used 
to have a dedicated circuit board of 
components somewhere inside, has 
evolved into an actual computer that in 
many cases, is running an Intel chipset 
the same as your home computer has.

There’s another very important 
similarity between the new marine 
electronics and your home comput-
ing devices. Whether you have a PC, 
iMac computer, notebook, tablet…
you regularly receive software updates 
via the Internet.

You are used to this with your com-
puter. But, the industry is discovering 

that many people have not yet begun to 
apply the same thinking to their marine 
electronics.  If you had a notebook 
computer that you were using in your 
business and it was let’s say, five years 
old, I’m betting that you would be plan-
ning to replace it any day. It would be 
an old computer and out of date.

Modern chart plotters are essen-
tially marinized computers.  The same 
as we get computer operating system 
updates from Windows and Mac, we 
now get software updates on marine 
plotters and other equipment.

Originally, the purpose of updates 
was to correct software ‘bugs’ and 
to ensure compatibilities between 
products.  Now more and more, we’re 
starting to see manufacturers adding 

By Andy Adams
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new features through software updates.
Lorne Spence emphasized that in 

most cases, these software updates are 
free.  So, the equipment you bought 
a couple of years ago can now stay 
current through free software updates 
and actually perform better now than 
the equipment did when it was new.

Marine equipment software updates 
are done by downloading the software 
from the manufacturer’s website.  If you 
register your product with Raymarine 
for example, they will email you when 
a software update for your product 
comes available.  Once you have the 
software on your notebook, you copy 
the files onto a blank memory card, be it 
Compact Flash or Micro SD; whatever 
your marine equipment can read.  The 
new Raymarine plotters have a fully 
automated update process and it’s very 
easy for even a novice to do.

Also, owners will often add new 
equipment to their navigation system 
over time, ending up with different 
pieces from different ‘generations’ of 
systems.  Ensuring you have the latest 
software can often fix problems you may 
encounter in connecting “new” with 
“old” equipment. If you were to call the 
help desk or customer service line,  the 
first question technical support will 
usually ask is, “Does your plotter have 
the latest software version in it?”

For an example of just how fast and 
frequent these software updates can 
be, look at the most recent Raymarine 
‘C’ and ‘E’ series plotter software 
updates and the list of features that 
have been added:

veRSIoN 5.27 - JaN 2013
(current version as of this writing)
• Solution for internal sonar module 

to be directly connected to a 1KW 
transducer (600w Output Only).

veRSIoN 5.24 - deC 2012
• Fuel Management
• Expanded Engine Data and Alarms
• Document and Photo viewer 

(view your product manuals on 
your MFD)

• Thermal Camera Slew-to-cue 
integration

• IP Camera Support
• On Screen Zoom keys added 

to Sirius Weather App (North 
America only)

• Ability to view NMEA 0183/

SeaTalkNG data statistics and 
buffer as well as save to mSD card

 
veRSIoN 4.27 - fall 2012
• Addition of four on-screen 

touchscreen controls, an ACCEPT 
touch screen button added to 
Limitations of Use welcome page  
and improved Power Key shortcuts 
to Brightness and Capture Screen 
image options

veRSIoN 3.15 - aPRIl 2012
• A huge list of more than a dozen 

enhancements including added 
support for Raymarine CP450C 
CHIRP Sonar Module, support 
for AIS features, limited support 
for Sirius Marine Weather Module 
and several more including a 
Standby / PowerSave Mode and 
enhanced home screen customize 
option permitting 9 and 12 inch 
MFDs to view up to 4 applications 
on a single page and so on.

 
v2.10 - SPRING 2012
• Cartography redraw performance 

has been improved when sharing 
over the display network, added 
support to display fuel flow rate 
and three more valuable features 
including the ability to manually 
change the aspect ratio in the 
video application.

 Many of these update features have 
been driven by customer feedback 
from individuals just like you, using 
their equipment out in the real world. 
Another big driver for change are 
the technologies coming from other 
manufacturers.

A great example is the fact that 
Raymarine was quick to update their 
software to operate with both iPads 
and android devices. The benefits and 
additional capabilities available by con-
necting your regular mobile device into 
your marine navigation system was well 
documented in the “iPad Onboard” 
article by Mark Bunzel in the March 
2013 issue of Canadian Yachting, start-
ing on page 34.

Another huge advance in marine 
technology, in safety and in end-user 
convenience has been the introduc-
tion of thermal imaging cameras from 
companies like FLIR. Some of the new 
software updates enable you to control 

your FLIR thermal imaging camera 
using your iPad with its many quick and 
convenient touch and zoom controls.

An advance that we think is 
wonderful is the recently added ability 
to view a PDF on the various screens 
on board your boat. More and more 
manufacturers (Raymarine is one) 
are putting detailed user manuals 
into digital PDF form so when you 
need information to do an unfamiliar 
task, you can put a write up on your 
multifunction display, digitally move 
from the index to the article and find 
out what you need to know without 
having a printed manual on board.

We expect that video capabilities 
will also be coming soon to a helm 
station near you!

All of this is impressive and 
yet the software update process is 
simple. As we said earlier, if you’ve 
registered your equipment on the 
manufacturer’s website you can 
usually get these updates for free on 
the Internet when you’re at home. 
From there, you can copy them to 
something as tiny as a micro-SDR.

With the Raymarine equipment, 
you simply plug that card into your 
chop larder chart plotter and its plug-
and-play–the software will self install in 
a matter of minutes. Follow the screen 
prompts, click except when you’re 
asked and your system will be updated.

When talking to Lorne Spence at 
CMC Electronics Esterline, the exclu-
sive Raymarine distributor in Canada, 
he emphasized that even if you let your 
systems get out of date, there’s a good 
chance you can go straight to the latest 
update. You can skip the interim steps 
and still have the latest and greatest.

If a consumer isn’t comfortable 
doing software updates themselves, 
many retailers and installers are happy 
to do the update for a nominal fee. 
We know of several good chandleries 
who can handle this for you and of 
course any qualified marine electronics 
installer can handle the task as well.

Understandably, Lorne was focused 
on the product lines that CMC 
Electronics distributes but he wanted 
to emphasize the importance of keeping 
your software up-to-date no matter 
whose equipment you own. Introducing 
great new capabilities and embracing 
advances in user convenience and 
safety is an industry-wide thrust. 
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new Insight mapping.
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that are easier to see and 
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In his New Year’s Address to his nation,  the President of 
Iceland, Olafur Ragnar Grimsson, said that the extreme 
weather striking the eastern seaboard of the United 

States and natural disasters throughout the world bore wit-
ness to accelerating climate change. Research clearly shows 
that melting ice and glaciers have contributed to this trend. 
President Grimsson mentioned in this regard the visit to Ice-
land last summer of the Chinese icebreaker Snow Dragon. 
The ship sailed the northeastern route from Shanghai to Ice-
land. He said it was incredible that politicians turned a deaf 
ear to the growing scientific knowledge of the interplay be-
tween warming and turbulent weather. He said that people 
everywhere had to realise that the melting of ice, glaciers and 
ice caps throughout the world threatened the conditions for 
life on the planet. (Published in Iceland in State Radio News, 
translated into English by KOM PR, also in Iceland, and used 
with permission.)

Iceland, of course, is very tuned into our changing weath-
er. The glaciers are Iceland’s source of fresh water. They are 
melting at a rate that is alarming. The second concern is that 
relatively small changes in water levels or temperatures could 
affect the direction of the Gulf Stream which, in turn, could 
effectively put an end to life in Iceland as they now know it. 
The Gulf Stream provides the warmth that keeps Iceland 
from being an Arctic landmass.

Icelanders aren’t the only group of people who are speak-
ing out. The Canadian Inuit say there are more deaths now 
among their hunters because the old traditional danger signs 
no longer hold true. People get caught out in storms or 
trapped on the ice. 

Some sailors are taking a serious look at the new situation. 
Embarking on a five-month journey, a small crew aboard a 
31-foot fiberglass boat which was not ice-protected in any 
way was successful in sailing through parts of the Northwest 
Passage that have always called for icebreakers. And, yes, after 
researching satellite images of sea ice depletion, one of their 
aims was to highlight climate change.

By comparison with the very real threats to the high north, 

our woes about water levels impeding our pleasure boat-
ing are minor annoyances. However, for the boating public 
in general, and in particular for long time boaters who are 
beginning to become uneasy about the more erratic weather 
patterns, the challenges are just as complex.

 Like the Inuit, serious pleasure craft operators eventually 
learn to read the sky, the wind, and the atmosphere, and they 
plan their trips and their routes accordingly. When those clues 
no longer provide guaranteed results, they need new sources 
of information to replace the old – more courses, more op-
portunity to learn how to properly use the technology that is 
available, more seminars, workshops, speakers. Really – how 
do you protect your docked boat in a coastal hurricane or tor-
nado? Still photos and videos from the aftermath of Hurri-
cane Sandy paint a grim picture of the potential risks.

CPS is 75 years old. There may never have been a time in 
the life of our organization when our volunteers have had big-
ger challenges or more genuine opportunities to be of service. 
Whether it’s MAREP reporting or promoting our courses or 
serving as a speaker or workshop leader at yacht clubs and all 
the other places where boaters assemble, we can help spread 
the concepts of safe boating in very practical ways. And may-
be, just maybe, this would be a good time for some of us to 
update our own skills and knowledge. Taking a periodic re-
fresher course is not a bad idea. 

There’s another way CPS members can get involved. Are 
you seeing small or radical changes in weather patterns and/
or water levels in your area? Why not share that information 
with boaters from coast to coast to coast by sending a letter 
to the editor? Or, equally effective, why not send photos with 
explanatory captions. 

It’s easy to back off from doing anything because we each, 
individually, don’t see our contribution as doing much. How-
ever, there’s an old song, We Are All of Us, by Michael  Vin-
cent, that negates that idea and, in fact, suggests that all of us 
share that feeling. “We are all of us, tiny snowflakes,/And we 
become blankets of snow./We are all of us, tiny sand grains,/
And we become the ocean’s shore.” 

Joan Eyolfson Cadham, S, Editor-in-Chief
Saskatchewan Power and Sail Squadron
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Catherine McLeod, AP, National Administrative Officer
Peterborough Power and Sail Squadron

C anadian Power and Sail Squadrons welcomes aboard 
our more than 700 new CPS Associate Members 
who opted into a membership while successfully ob-

taining their Pleasure Craft Operator Card through the CPS 
Online Boating Basics Course over the past year. We also ex-
tend a special welcome to our new Executive Director Walter 
Kowalchuk who successfully passed the course in December 
2012 and became a CPS Associate Member.

Each of these new members has been contacted by their 
Squadron and District inviting them to get involved and at-
tend any local events. If you happen to meet any of these new 
members while attending activities in your Squadrons or Dis-
tricts, please extend a welcome to them.

As you read this column it will be time to renew your mem-
bership. I hope everyone had the opportunity to read the Let-
ter to the Editor from Robert Stokes of Seymour Power and 
Sail Squadron that appeared in the last issue of the Port Hole 
outlining why he renews his membership. He offers many 
good reasons why you should do the same. Our renewals year 
over year are gradually increasing so let’s make this a banner 
year for maintaining membership in CPS.

When you are planning your membership renewal please 
check out our Member Benefits listed on the Members Sec-
tion of the CPS website www.cpsboat.ca. We will be an-
nouncing new member benefits shortly that will offer you 
more value for your membership.

As you may be aware, 2013 is the 75th Anniversary of Ca-
nadian Power and Sail Squadrons/ Escadrilles canadiennes de 
plaisance. Since our founding in Windsor in 1938 we have 
developed into Canada’s premier boating educator. We hope 
you will want to maintain your membership during this spe-
cial year so you can participate in our celebrations.

If you visit the CPS website at http://bit.ly/CPS75th  you 
can view a wealth of information on the formation and history 
of CPS, letters of congratulations on our anniversary from 
our Patron His Royal Highness the Prince Philip and other 
government and partner organizations, a historical timeline, 
and interesting articles on CPS. Through our Ship’s Store 

you can order an anniversary pin and shirt to wear during the 
year and keep as a memento of the occasion. Each issue of the 
Port Hole will also contain articles reflecting our anniversary 
year.

Planning is underway for a major event in early May 2013 
to commemorate our 75th Anniversary and we are hoping 
you will plan to take part when you receive all the details. 
We will wrap things up at our 75th Anniversary Conference 
in Toronto in October 2013, with an opening ceremony on 
Thursday afternoon, a special event on Friday night, and an 
anniversary dinner on Saturday night. If you haven’t already 
done so, check out the registration included in this issue of 
the Port Hole and plan to attend. Our anniversary will also 
be recognized as part of our activities during Canadian Safe 
Boating Awareness Week from May 18-25, 2013. Be sure to 
get involved in any activities planned by your Squadron or 
District.

Let’s all get together to wish CPS a Happy Anniversary and 
make this a year to remember!

75th Anniversary Pin
$8.00 each
$5.50 each for bulk orders of ten.
Order online at www.cps-ecp.ca
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Help Promote CPS and Safe Boating
 
Participate in the following events to promote your Squadron and our 75th Anniversary
CPS has made 75th Anniversary promotional material available at: 
http://bit.ly/CPS75thPromo (CPS log-in required)
Don’t forget to post your events on the National Calendar so we can promote them too.

National Volunteer Week
NVW is a time to recognize and celebrate the incredible efforts of our volunteers.
Download campaign material at:
http://volunteer.ca/content/national-volunteer-week

National Lifejacket Day – Wear your Lifejacket to Work
The Canadian Red Cross marks National Lifejacket Day, an annual campaign to 
encourage and promote the use of lifejackets and PFDs among boaters. 
Download campaign material at:
http://www.redcross.ca search: National Lifejacket Day

Ready Set Wear It - Life Jacket World Record Day
Participants in cities around the globe will gather to set a world record for the most 
life jackets worn and inflatable life jackets inflated. The goal is not only to promote 
the comfortable and versatile options when it comes to life jackets, but also to 
educate the public about life jackets and safe boating in general.
Download campaign material at:
http://www.readysetwearit.com

Safe Boating Awareness Week
The purpose of Safe Boating Awareness Week is to promote safe boating practices to 
the estimated 16 million recreational boaters in Canada who hit the water each year.
Download campaign material at:
http://www.csbc.ca

Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup
You can make a world of difference by joining Canadians from coast to coast to 
coast to clean up shoreline litter in your community.
Book your cleanup site at:
www.shorelinecleanup.ca

April 21-27

May 17

May 18

May 18-25

September 
21-29
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Dear editor:
In the Winter issue of Port Hole, I read “Preparing for an Atlantic Crossing” with 
great interest. I spent some time with Richard and his crew.

However, I must correct one thing in the Editor’s Note. It wasn’t ‘George’ Ap-
plebee who crossed with Wayne Adams aboard Long Reach. It was me, Gordon 
Applebee. My uncle may be getting some strange phone calls about now.

Gordon Applebee, West Island Power and Sail Squadron
Editor’s Note: Gordon’s story of his own Atlantic crossing can be found on page 63.

Correction 
Dear editor:
In the  Winter 2013 issue of Port Hole, on Page 93, re: competition winners, under 
Division 2,  there is my name as a winner. Nice, but it was not me. It was Robert 
Paton, PCOC/Youth Officer, for his Aids to Navigation that he uses in class and 
that he built himself as the instructor of PCOC classes. 

Cheers, 
Mary Monti, Stratford Power and Sail Squadron

Letter of Commendation
In the Winter issue of Port Hole, we missed a Chief Commander’s Letter of Com-
mendation from C/C Richard Bee to Rick Easthom of Fraser Squadron. The cita-
tion reads as follows:

Letter of Commendation is awarded to

Rick Easthom
In recognition of his distinguished service and unselfish support of Canadian Power 
and Sail Squadrons.

When approached by a member of Fraser Squadron with a request for assistance 
he recognized the immediate need for the translation of Boating Basics into sim-
plified Chinese to take advantage of the opportunity to instruct this new group of 
boaters. His leadership helped bring together the resources necessary to complete 
this initiative in an extremely short period of time. Rick is an example of a volun-
teer working in the best interests of Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons and he is 
to be commended for his dedication to CPS.

 

 

Find US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
www.facebook.com/CPSboat www.twitter.com/CPSboat
www.cpsboat.wordpress.com www.youtube.com/CPSECP

The twitter hashtag for the 75th Anniversary is: #CPS75th

Spring13-Vol40No2.indd   54 13-02-28   10:12 AM
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Dear editor:
In the Winter issue of Port Hole, I read “Preparing for an Atlantic Crossing” with 
great interest. I spent some time with Richard and his crew.

However, I must correct one thing in the Editor’s Note. It wasn’t ‘George’ Ap-
plebee who crossed with Wayne Adams aboard Long Reach. It was me, Gordon 
Applebee. My uncle may be getting some strange phone calls about now.

Gordon Applebee, West Island Power and Sail Squadron
Editor’s Note: Gordon’s story of his own Atlantic crossing can be found on page 63.

Correction 
Dear editor:
In the  Winter 2013 issue of Port Hole, on Page 93, re: competition winners, under 
Division 2,  there is my name as a winner. Nice, but it was not me. It was Robert 
Paton, PCOC/Youth Officer, for his Aids to Navigation that he uses in class and 
that he built himself as the instructor of PCOC classes. 

Cheers, 
Mary Monti, Stratford Power and Sail Squadron

Letter of Commendation
In the Winter issue of Port Hole, we missed a Chief Commander’s Letter of Com-
mendation from C/C Richard Bee to Rick Easthom of Fraser Squadron. The cita-
tion reads as follows:

Letter of Commendation is awarded to

Rick Easthom
In recognition of his distinguished service and unselfish support of Canadian Power 
and Sail Squadrons.

When approached by a member of Fraser Squadron with a request for assistance 
he recognized the immediate need for the translation of Boating Basics into sim-
plified Chinese to take advantage of the opportunity to instruct this new group of 
boaters. His leadership helped bring together the resources necessary to complete 
this initiative in an extremely short period of time. Rick is an example of a volun-
teer working in the best interests of Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons and he is 
to be commended for his dedication to CPS.

 

 

Find US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
www.facebook.com/CPSboat www.twitter.com/CPSboat
www.cpsboat.wordpress.com www.youtube.com/CPSECP

The twitter hashtag for the 75th Anniversary is: #CPS75th
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JET SET

Bradley Schmidt

For many the family boat is simply a way of life, a means of 
transportation from the dock to the cottage as mundane as 
your morning commute to work. The term “pleasure boat-
ers” accurately describes the rest of us. Whether it’s a white-
capped edge-of-your-seat sail on a blustery day, a day spent at 
a perfect serene mooring, or trolling through narrow chan-
nels, there are as many ways to enjoy a day on the water as 
there are boaters. With the warm weather quickly approach-
ing I thought it might be fun to set a few goals for the 2013 
boating season. I value spontaneity as much as the next guy, in 
fact sometimes it’s the last minute trips that are most memo-
rable, but as the summer weekends blend into each other, be-
fore we know it the season is over. With the boating season 
such a blur it never hurts to make some plans ahead of time.

According to the hour meter on our engine, we spent just 
under 25 hours on the water last season. In that time I ac-
complished the three unofficial goals I set for the year: cir-
cumnavigation of Kashwakamak Lake, exploration of Upper 
Mazinaw, and fishing in Marble Lake. I shared some of the 
photos in a previous Jet Set.

This year, in early Spring before the bugs get too bad and 
while the water levels are high, I would like to canoe from 
Upper Mazinaw Lake (the headwaters of Ontario’s Missis-
sippi River system) past Bon Echo Provincial Park, through 
Lower Mazinaw, into the river that follows, and ultimately 
through Little Marble, Marble, and Georgia Lakes, right to 
our cottage. This should be a comfortable day trip so long as 
we plan well by taking an extra vehicle or having a friend drop 
us and our canoe off where we put the canoe in the water.

Though I promise every year, I do believe 2013 will be the 
year we finally debut the Nomad camping trailer. If so I most 
certainly want to spend a night camping on an island in the 
floating trailer.

My third goal is to catch more fish! So far my performance 
has been less than stellar and I think if I head out closer to 
sunrise or sunset and start to pay attention to where I’m fish-
ing, there’s a possibility I might get a few more nibbles.

What are your plans for 2013? Will you set goals or just 
go with the flow? Either way, be careful out there and always 
wear your PFD!

Entrance to Lower Mazinaw Lake from Upper Mazinaw and the start of the Mississippi River Canoe Route.
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John Gullick, AP
Manager, Government & Special Programs

Q – Why Take a Safe Boating Course?
I usually start my answer by asking a question of my own: 
Would you start driving a car before taking a course and/or 
driving lessons? The answer is probably “no” for good reason. 
When it comes to operating a boat, especially a power boat, 
personal watercraft or sailboat, the same question usually gets 
a very different answer. Most people believe that operating a 
boat is much easier than operating a car and I would respect-
fully suggest that this is far from the truth.

Let’s think about it and follow the comparison. When you 
do the written portion of your driver’s test you are required to 
identify a large number of signs. The same is true for travel on 
the water. I counted up the number of different signs, mark-
ers, lights and flags that are noted in Transport Canada’s Safe 
Boating Guide and there are more than 60. Add the fact that 
the side of the boat on which you keep certain markers will 
change depending on the direction of the water flow, and you 
have to know how to determine that flow.

Let’s go even further. You are required to carry up-to-date 
charts, the water version of road maps, on board. To be able 
to use them you also need a magnetic compass and an under-
standing of the symbols that are noted on the chart. There are 
literally pages of those. In fact there is a whole book dedicated 
to charts, their symbols and how to read them.

Now let’s look at the operation of the vessel itself. Power 
boats, personal watercraft, sailboats and paddle boats all per-
form differently, just like cars, trucks, motorcycles and bicy-
cles do. When you turn the steering wheel on a boat it is the 
back end of the boat that moves first, not the front end, as 
with a car. When you take your foot off the gas in a car you 
can still turn left or right with no problem. The same is not 
true in a boat. In some cases, without power to drive forward 
motion, the boat or personal water craft will not turn at all. 
Cars have brakes. Boats don’t and rely on reverse thrust or 
friction to slow the boat down.

Most cars also contain all the required safety equipment 
already built in. The same is not true of boats. Different 
types and sizes of boats require different safety equipment on 
board, in good repair and accessible. You need to know what 
that equipment is and how to maintain it. For the most part, 
seat belts are the same but lifejackets and personal flotation 
devices (PFDs) are not. Today PFDs are purpose-designed 
for different types of on-the-water activity and you need to 
know how to choose and maintain the right one for your par-
ticular purpose.

Last but not least, let’s consider weather. It is true that in 

a car you have to consider adverse weather conditions, espe-
cially heavy wind or rain, but in most cases you are protected 
from those conditions and can carry on to your destination. 
The same is not true on the water. Slight changes in the 
weather can call a halt to what started out as a fun day on 
the water. Even too much sunshine can have adverse effects 
and you need to know when to recognize that and how to do 
something about it.

Are you beginning to get the picture? I have not talked 
about Cold Water Shock due to unexpected immersion and 
the dangers of Carbon Monoxide.

The body of knowledge that is required to pass the test for 
your Pleasure Craft Operator Card (PCOC) now has 257 key 
learning points and that covers only the basic level of knowl-
edge needed to fully understand and enjoy a safe boating ex-
perience for you and your family and guests.

CPS, through its local Squadrons, can really help out. CPS 
can offer a combination of on line and classroom courses that 
range from the very basic PCOC course to very advanced 
navigation and everything in between. There are also elective 
courses like Weather, Marine Electronics and Maintenance. 

It is said that knowledge is power and when it comes to boat-
ing you can never have too much of it. That knowledge can 
give you the confidence to really enjoy your boating experience 
and it can give others confidence in your abilities as a safe boat 
operator. The best trip is always a trip that returns safely.

To learn more about Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons, 
boating safety and everything you need to know to enjoy great 
times on the water visit the CPS web site www.cps-ecp.ca.
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with a car. When you take your foot off the gas in a car you 
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Cars have brakes. Boats don’t and rely on reverse thrust or 
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board, in good repair and accessible. You need to know what 
that equipment is and how to maintain it. For the most part, 
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devices (PFDs) are not. Today PFDs are purpose-designed 
for different types of on-the-water activity and you need to 
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a car you have to consider adverse weather conditions, espe-
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courses like Weather, Marine Electronics and Maintenance. 

It is said that knowledge is power and when it comes to boat-
ing you can never have too much of it. That knowledge can 
give you the confidence to really enjoy your boating experience 
and it can give others confidence in your abilities as a safe boat 
operator. The best trip is always a trip that returns safely.
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Happy Anniversary, CPS
From HRH Prince Philip

75th Anniversary Shirts
Available in both Women’s and Men’s
Sizes: Small to XL

Short sleeve $44.95
Long sleeve $49.95
$5.50 extra for XXL and XXXL
Add your Squadron or District name below the logo for $1.00 extra
Includes taxes, shipping and handling   

Courtney Haddock, AP was instrumental 
in having Prince Philip a Patron of and 
Honorary Member of Canadian Power and 
Sail Squadrons.

Courtney was the founding member of 
Victoria Power and Sail Squadron, first 
District Commander for Vancouver Island 
and was also the Mayor of Victoria, from 
1969-71. 

He is pictured here with his wife, Blanche, 
Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip at Vic-
toria City Hall in May 1970. 

Prince Philip was presented with a CPS 
flag aboard HMY Britannia during the 
Royal Visit.

–Sourced from the 1971 issue The CPS Nautical  
Journal.

To read more letters of congratulation sent to 
CPS visit: http://bit.ly/CPS75th
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Past Chief Commander, Doreen Hinksman, AP,
North Halton Power and Sail Squadron

It is hard to believe, looking at the membership of CPS to-
day, that it was originally an all male organization. In fact, 
boating itself was considered a male hobby, one that women 
did not pursue except perhaps as a passenger on her male 
companion’s boat. Many women who took our safe boat-
ing courses years ago did not even realise that this was the 
case. In my particular experience, I decided to take a course 
because my husband and I were thinking of buying a boat. I 
signed up at the Boat Show and was advised of the Squadron 
nearest to my home, where I could register for the then Pi-
loting Course, the entry level of CPS at that time.

As the course progressed, people came into the classroom 
and told us all about CPS, and that we could join the organi-
zation if we wished after passing our final exam. Not known 
to me at that time was that I was in a student group that 
was to form the nucleus of the new Squadron of Brampton, 
which was being planned by Weston Squadron members. 
Then came the shock – all the women in the class were not 
to be full members, but were to be Lady Associates! We 
could not hold office within the Squadron, and could not 
vote, although we could work alongside the men, and even 
earn a Merit Mark for our efforts.

Over time many women felt this position to be unten-
able, and lots of women in various parts of the country be-
gan to lobby for a change in this policy. I became very ac-
tive in working for our ‘cause’ and wrote many letters and 

made many speeches concerning this inequality – many of 
the male members agreed with us. A motion, which was 
presented to the Governing Board to allow women to be-
come full members, unfortunately failed. This made us all 
the more militant. It was around the time of the famous 
‘women’s lib’ movement – burning bras etc. was rampant.  
Once again the Motion was coming up to allow full mem-
bership to women, and I felt I needed to make a personal 
statement. I was staying overnight at the hotel where the 
Meeting was to be held, and conceived an idea. I hung a 
black lace bra on the door of the then Chief Commander, 
with a note saying “What will you do about this??” – or 
words to that effect (it was a long time ago) with my name 
and room number attached to the note.

You can imagine my dismay the next morning, finding a 
neatly wrapped package on my bed, with a note from the 
laundry department at the hotel stating, “Hope this is to 
your satisfaction; we could not find anything needing assis-
tance.” The Chief had not even seen my note or the bra. 
Well, if nothing else, it did give us all a good laugh.

Fortunately that meeting proved successful and women 
became full members. The By-laws were amended in 1973 
to allow full membership to women. It did take a while after 
that to bring women on to positions on Squadron and Dis-
trict Bridges. I am proud to say that I eventually became the 
first woman to serve as Chief Commander of CPS - we came 
a long way baby.

Women Get the Vote
– a look back at the history of CPS

  
About Doreen Hinksman
Doreen Hinksman was the first woman District Commander, the first woman to be a 
member of the Governing Board and the first woman to be a member of the Operating 
Committee. In 1997 Doreen became the first female Chief Commander of Canadian 
Power and Sail Squadrons. Since that time Doreen has continued to  contribute to CPS 
as Chair Committee on Nominations 1999-2001, National Conference Committee 
Chair 1999 - 2005, Officer Training Program Chair 2005- 2010 and Planning Commit-
tee Chair 2008 - present. 

Doreen and her husband John spent 25 plus years boating on Georgian Bay. They 
now spent most of their time on Lake Ontario in their 40 ft Vista Cruiser.
–Photo sourced from the 1998 issue The Port Hole

Check out our history, awards, and events as we mark our 75th Anniversary by visiting our website at: 
http://bit.ly/CPS75th 
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In celebration of our 75th Anniversary we thought it would be 
fun to reflect on what CPS means to you. We’ve kicked off our 
discussion with “how has CPS made your time on the water 
more enjoyable?” Here are some of the responses we received.

“CPS is the absolute best yacht club there is - bar none. The 
people in this club are the people we went to school with, 
who fixed our boats, who tie our lines when we meet up af-
ter a rough crossing, who open their boats to our kids when 
we’re away and who help patch our dinghies when we hole 
them on an oyster covered beach. They’re the folks that put 
on fishing derbies “for the kids” at the Father’s day cruise to 
open the season, and who meet us on a desolate dock with an 
oven-sized turkey at Thanksgiving and tell us we’ll be one of 
eleven turkeys, and it needs to be ready for 1900 as we begin 
to close the season.

It’s an all-inclusive club - no one’s left out. New members 
are tucked under the wing of an “oldy” and if they choose, 
are taken into the wilds of the BC coast - given a “sponsor” 
boat to tie to in all anchorages, coached in the ways of the 
geography, schooled in the finer points of running a boat on 
the water, vs the classroom learning of running a boat on 
paper, and are expected to man the dinghy same as anyone 
else when the pack of dogs or a stern line needs to be taken 
ashore. On completion of their “apprenticeship” members 
become “journeymen”, and are then given the privilege of 
placing a new apprentice under their arm - to be enrolled, 
included and accountable. And the cycle repeats.

How lucky we are to have found this group....and how 
lucky we are to be there when new members now find us...” 
– Robert J Stokes, Seymour Power and Sail Squadron

“Sharing vacation time, cruising with squadron friends, 
got us out on the water and changed our approach to boat-
ing. Surrounded by knowledgeable, experienced skippers 
and crew, we ventured further and further afield (a sea?) 
with every cruise. Now we are able to pay back, as we help 
new boaters come to terms with west coast weather and sea 
conditions.” – Chris Gordon, Port Moody Power and Sail 
Squadron

“I have made lifelong friendships that I will carry on 
warmly forever. CPS has taught me to be a knowledgeable 
and safe boater. Now in retirement, I have joined the many 
talented volunteers teaching safe boating to new boaters. It 
has become a lifestyle for me.” – Leigh Mellow, Peterbor-
ough Power and Sail Squadron

“I took the CPS course that we now call Boating in 1972, 
Seamanship, Piloting and Advanced Piloting over the next 
three years and courses in the newer technologies through-
out the succeeding years. I can’t imagine what my life on 
the water over the last forty years would have been like had 
I not received the education that I did when I did. From the 
confidence to plan my travels through piloting out of fog, 
handling rough weather when caught out to teaching sail-
ing, Boating and Maritime Radio courses, I have enjoyed 
every minute of it. 

I have found that being active in CPS is the best way to 
get the most enjoyment out of it. By serving in several posi-
tions, I have learned what the organization is all about plus 
have the opportunity to share some of my knowledge with 
younger members which always triggers memories of some 
wonderful experiences. 

I feel sorry for boaters who have the attitude “I have my 
PCOC so I know all I need to know to go boating”. I see 
these people as the ones who will meet one of the challenges 
that the sea throws at us occasionally and decide that boat-
ing isn’t for them. We see the results at every marina in the 
boats that sit idle year after year.” – John W. Smith, Na-
naimo Power and Sail Squadron

“I have been a member since 1998 and have been teaching 
since 1999 beginning with VHF. I was taught initially by my 
father who was a boater since his early teens in the late twen-
ties. Later I became a marine engineer with the Pacific coast 
Fisheries and Oceans, circumnavigating Vancouver Island 
many times and several times around the Queen Charlotte 
Islands. I have amassed a great number of experiences that 
relate to teaching the various aspects of Boating and use them 
to dramatize the worth of the written word. One student re-
ferred to me as Capt. Doom because I was always pointing 
out the immediate respect one needs to give the water. I al-
ways enjoy meeting new students and take pleasure to find 
answers to the left field questions they throw at me. I learn 
more each season.” – Ion Barnes, Cowichan  Power and Sail 
Squadron

The next question we would like responses to is: How has 
CPS enabled you to connect with other boaters? Is a CPS 
member now your best friend or spouse? Let us know.
Please submit your answers to: 
CPS Forums: http://forums.cps-ecp.ca/
Email: theporthole@cps-ecp.ca

We asked, you answered
How has CPS made your time on the water more enjoyable?
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Across Canada, seven individuals and four organizations 
stand out for their efforts in 2012 in support of recreation-
al boating safety and environmental stewardship. And now 
the Canadian Safe Boating Council has recognized these 
individuals and organizations with awards for their hero-
ism and outstanding accomplishments. 

The Canadian Safe Boating Awards (CASBAs) are like 
the Golden Globe awards of safe boating. On January 
13 the Canadian Safe Boating Council hosted the annual 
CASBA ceremony to recognize the efforts of the general 
public, volunteers, professionals, companies, agencies and 
organizations that have distinguished themselves in the 
fields of boating safety and environmental stewardship 
during the 2012 boating season. The winners were select-
ed from a host of nominations received from the public 
at large, covering boating safety stories from Vancouver, 
British Columbia to Port Credit, Ontario. 

 The CASBA awards span a number of categories and 
the winners who displayed their dedication and heroism in 
2012 are as follows: 
-  Rescue of the Year – Stefan McClelland of Ottawa, ON 

for his heroic rescue of the pilot of a downed aircraft on 
the Ottawa River. 

-  Marine Professional of the Year – Lori Mason of Port 
Credit, ON for career-long contributions to boating 
safety on and around Lake Ontario. 

-  Top Volunteer Dedicated to Boating Safety – Joseph Gat-
field of Windsor, ON for his lifetime volunteer role with 
the Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons. 

-  Special Recognition Award – Pattison Outdoor Advertis-
ing of BC for contributions to a 2012 Canada-wide cam-
paign promoting lifejacket wear and continuing support 
in promoting safety on the water. 

-  Special Recognition Award –Bob Izumi of Burlington, 
ON for promoting boating safety and lifejacket wear as 
part of the “real fishing” experience. 

-  Best Boating Safety Initiative (Sponsored by Ontario 
Power Generation) – Rick Easthom (Fraser Power and 
Sail Squadron) and Jack Tang (West Bay Boating Club) 
of Richmond, BC for helping Chinese-speaking boaters 
in their community boat more safely. 

-  Best Media Contribution to Boating Safety –Sgt. Norm 
Webster of the Vancouver Police Marine Unit, Vancou-
ver, BC for non-stop engagement of local media and 
keeping boating safety in the spotlight. 

-  Safeguarding the Environment – Golden Enviro Prod-
ucts Inc. of ON for its innovative eco-friendly cleaner/

degreaser BIM200, helping boaters safeguard the envi-
ronment. 

-  Marine Industry – Windabout Enterprises Inc. of ON 
for its innovative heaving line, TOSS’N SAVE, making 
rescues from the boat safer and easier. 

-  Visible Personal Flotation Device (PFD) Wear in Adver-
tising – Muskoka Lakes Association, ON for a collect-
ible poster featuring lifejacket wear as part of the boating 
tradition. 

CASBA 2012 Award Winner: Joe Gatfield – Top Volunteer 
Dedicated to Boating Safety 
Joe Gatfield has lived, played and worked around the wa-
ter since he was a small boy. In fact, his family owned and 
operated a marina at Rondeau Bay, on Lake Erie. Joe lives 
and breathes boating, and loves to share his passion and 
concern for doing it safely. When the Canadian Safe Boat-
ing Council learned just what Joe does with his time, there 
was no question who would receive its 2012 award for “Top 
Volunteer Dedicated to Safe Boating”. 

Joe joined Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons (CPS) in 

Three CPS winners of Canadian Safe Boating 
Council CASBAs

National Executive Officer Joe Gatfield was named Top Volunteer Dedi-
cated to Safe Boating. National Training Officer Carolyn Reid accepted the 
Best Boating Safety Initiative on behalf of Rick Easthom and Jack Tang.
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In celebration of our 75th Anniversary we thought it would be 
fun to reflect on what CPS means to you. We’ve kicked off our 
discussion with “how has CPS made your time on the water 
more enjoyable?” Here are some of the responses we received.

“CPS is the absolute best yacht club there is - bar none. The 
people in this club are the people we went to school with, 
who fixed our boats, who tie our lines when we meet up af-
ter a rough crossing, who open their boats to our kids when 
we’re away and who help patch our dinghies when we hole 
them on an oyster covered beach. They’re the folks that put 
on fishing derbies “for the kids” at the Father’s day cruise to 
open the season, and who meet us on a desolate dock with an 
oven-sized turkey at Thanksgiving and tell us we’ll be one of 
eleven turkeys, and it needs to be ready for 1900 as we begin 
to close the season.
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are tucked under the wing of an “oldy” and if they choose, 
are taken into the wilds of the BC coast - given a “sponsor” 
boat to tie to in all anchorages, coached in the ways of the 
geography, schooled in the finer points of running a boat on 
the water, vs the classroom learning of running a boat on 
paper, and are expected to man the dinghy same as anyone 
else when the pack of dogs or a stern line needs to be taken 
ashore. On completion of their “apprenticeship” members 
become “journeymen”, and are then given the privilege of 
placing a new apprentice under their arm - to be enrolled, 
included and accountable. And the cycle repeats.

How lucky we are to have found this group....and how 
lucky we are to be there when new members now find us...” 
– Robert J Stokes, Seymour Power and Sail Squadron
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ing. Surrounded by knowledgeable, experienced skippers 
and crew, we ventured further and further afield (a sea?) 
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conditions.” – Chris Gordon, Port Moody Power and Sail 
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“I have made lifelong friendships that I will carry on 
warmly forever. CPS has taught me to be a knowledgeable 
and safe boater. Now in retirement, I have joined the many 
talented volunteers teaching safe boating to new boaters. It 
has become a lifestyle for me.” – Leigh Mellow, Peterbor-
ough Power and Sail Squadron

“I took the CPS course that we now call Boating in 1972, 
Seamanship, Piloting and Advanced Piloting over the next 
three years and courses in the newer technologies through-
out the succeeding years. I can’t imagine what my life on 
the water over the last forty years would have been like had 
I not received the education that I did when I did. From the 
confidence to plan my travels through piloting out of fog, 
handling rough weather when caught out to teaching sail-
ing, Boating and Maritime Radio courses, I have enjoyed 
every minute of it. 

I have found that being active in CPS is the best way to 
get the most enjoyment out of it. By serving in several posi-
tions, I have learned what the organization is all about plus 
have the opportunity to share some of my knowledge with 
younger members which always triggers memories of some 
wonderful experiences. 

I feel sorry for boaters who have the attitude “I have my 
PCOC so I know all I need to know to go boating”. I see 
these people as the ones who will meet one of the challenges 
that the sea throws at us occasionally and decide that boat-
ing isn’t for them. We see the results at every marina in the 
boats that sit idle year after year.” – John W. Smith, Na-
naimo Power and Sail Squadron

“I have been a member since 1998 and have been teaching 
since 1999 beginning with VHF. I was taught initially by my 
father who was a boater since his early teens in the late twen-
ties. Later I became a marine engineer with the Pacific coast 
Fisheries and Oceans, circumnavigating Vancouver Island 
many times and several times around the Queen Charlotte 
Islands. I have amassed a great number of experiences that 
relate to teaching the various aspects of Boating and use them 
to dramatize the worth of the written word. One student re-
ferred to me as Capt. Doom because I was always pointing 
out the immediate respect one needs to give the water. I al-
ways enjoy meeting new students and take pleasure to find 
answers to the left field questions they throw at me. I learn 
more each season.” – Ion Barnes, Cowichan  Power and Sail 
Squadron

The next question we would like responses to is: How has 
CPS enabled you to connect with other boaters? Is a CPS 
member now your best friend or spouse? Let us know.
Please submit your answers to: 
CPS Forums: http://forums.cps-ecp.ca/
Email: theporthole@cps-ecp.ca
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of Richmond, BC for helping Chinese-speaking boaters 
in their community boat more safely. 

-  Best Media Contribution to Boating Safety –Sgt. Norm 
Webster of the Vancouver Police Marine Unit, Vancou-
ver, BC for non-stop engagement of local media and 
keeping boating safety in the spotlight. 

-  Safeguarding the Environment – Golden Enviro Prod-
ucts Inc. of ON for its innovative eco-friendly cleaner/

degreaser BIM200, helping boaters safeguard the envi-
ronment. 

-  Marine Industry – Windabout Enterprises Inc. of ON 
for its innovative heaving line, TOSS’N SAVE, making 
rescues from the boat safer and easier. 

-  Visible Personal Flotation Device (PFD) Wear in Adver-
tising – Muskoka Lakes Association, ON for a collect-
ible poster featuring lifejacket wear as part of the boating 
tradition. 

CASBA 2012 Award Winner: Joe Gatfield – Top Volunteer 
Dedicated to Boating Safety 
Joe Gatfield has lived, played and worked around the wa-
ter since he was a small boy. In fact, his family owned and 
operated a marina at Rondeau Bay, on Lake Erie. Joe lives 
and breathes boating, and loves to share his passion and 
concern for doing it safely. When the Canadian Safe Boat-
ing Council learned just what Joe does with his time, there 
was no question who would receive its 2012 award for “Top 
Volunteer Dedicated to Safe Boating”. 

Joe joined Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons (CPS) in 

Three CPS winners of Canadian Safe Boating 
Council CASBAs

National Executive Officer Joe Gatfield was named Top Volunteer Dedi-
cated to Safe Boating. National Training Officer Carolyn Reid accepted the 
Best Boating Safety Initiative on behalf of Rick Easthom and Jack Tang.
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January 1985 and has spent countless hours pursuing and 
teaching safe boating practices. He joined the Governing 
Board in 2004 as District Commander for Western On-
tario; the Operating Committee as Chair, Committee of 
Rules, in 2005; and then became National Training Officer 
in 2007 for four years. In that role, he was instrumental in 
reinvigorating the Training Department and ensuring that 
all courses were either up-dated or actively being up-dated. 
In 2009, CPS awarded Joe a Chief Commander’s Citation 
(the Squadrons’ highest recognition) for his distinguished 
and noteworthy contributions to the organization. Joe is 
now the CPS National Executive Officer. He is also the 
Historian for the Windsor Squadron; Chair of the Nation-
al Volunteer Awards Committee and the Organizational 
Effectiveness Committee. 

He is one of two Canadians serving on the American Na-
tional Association of State Boating Law Administrators’ Na-
tional Education Standards Panel. This is a highly esteemed 
appointment and the result of his reputation in the North 
American recreational boating educational community. 

He has also worked tirelessly on the Bridge of the Wind-
sor Power and Sail Squadron, and once held the position of 
Commander, following in his father’s footsteps. 

Oh yes, and if all that is not enough, Joe is a member of 
the Windsor Yacht Club and Sun Parlour Boat Club where 
he also volunteers. He is a member of United States Power 
Squadrons, and is involved and supports the Optimist Club 
and Knights of Columbus. 

CASBA 2012 Award Winners: Rick Easthom and Jack Tang – 
How to Say ‘Safe Boating’ in Mandarin 
Thanks to Rick Easthom and Jack Tang of Richmond, 
British Columbia, Chinese-speaking boaters in their com-
munity are learning to enjoy safer boating. The Canadian 
Safe Boating Council would like to thank them for their 
efforts by awarding the team with its award for Best Boat-
ing Safety Initiative for 2012, sponsored by Ontario Power 
Generation. 

Richmond is home to a growing number of Chinese Ca-
nadians, many of whom also have a passion for boating. 
But a lack of English language skills has brought a large 
number of these enthusiasts into harm’s way on the water-
ways of the Fraser River, the Strait of Georgia and Gulf is-
lands. Being unable to read and understand a marine chart, 
the tides and marine weather often gets boaters in trouble. 
Both men felt that rookie mistakes such as these could be 
averted if boating safety courses were available in the boat-
ers’ first language. So they decided to join forces to develop 
a solution. 

Rick is Commander of the Fraser Power and Sail Squadron, 
and an experienced boater and instructor. Fraser Squadron 
has been delivering the 13-week boating course for several 

years, which covers the fundamentals of boating: reading 
and understanding charts, chart work, compass, aids to 
navigation, and safety equipment. Jack is founder of the 
West Bay Boating Club and very active in the Chinese-Ca-
nadian community. Jack felt that having training materials 
in Chinese would help Chinese-Canadian students succeed 
and improve their safety and competence on the water, and 
approached Rick with the idea. 

Rick agreed to deliver the training under the auspices of 
Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons (CPS), and Jack pro-
ceeded to recruit five bilingual Chinese-Canadian boaters, 
who were then trained to become instructors in their na-
tive language. Jack provided resources to translate the les-
son plans into Chinese characters. 

Turning the plan into reality involved other members of 
the CPS team. When approached by Rick Easthom, Caro-
lyn Reid, CPS National Training Officer recognized the 
idea as a solution to a need and made sure that the neces-
sary resources were available to get this project done in a 
very short time frame. Lawrence Lau in Toronto reviewed 
the translation of the exams and the Boating Basics man-
ual into simplified Chinese characters and John Gullick 
worked with Transport Canada to get the exams approved. 

Since the new program was launched in June 2012, three 
Chinese boating courses have been held in Richmond. 
Thirty-two of the 33 participants graduated. And from a 
national perspective, CPS’s ‘Boating Basics’ text has been 
translated into Chinese and will soon be available across 
Canada. 

Not content with their success with one initiative, Rick 
and Jack set out to address the challenge of the boater that 
finds himself in an emergency situation, trying to commu-
nicate with Canadian Coast Guard staff. The two men are 
now working with the Canadian Coast Guard to develop a 
relay procedure that will enable boaters to communicate in 
their own language on a designated frequency. The ‘relay’ 
will then provide the translation to the Coast Guard sta-
tion. Complementing this project, they have developed a 
workshop and resources to coach participants to manage 
an emergency call. 
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Gordon Applebee, S, West Island Power and Sail Squadron

We were down to bare poles and towing warps to keep us 
below nine knots. We were four days out of New York and 
the wind, which had been building for two days, howled. 
The waves had become charging mountains about as high as 
the mast… thirty-five to forty feet. I was happy I brought ski 
goggles. Without them, I wouldn’t have been able to keep my 
eyes open in the wind and spray. The communications were 
out and the chartplotter failed. The wind vane was struggling 
but still working. However, it couldn’t anticipate a quartering 
hit. I was ‘helping’ steer with my hand on the auxiliary rud-
der, facing aft so as to see the on-coming waves and steer the 
stern into any that didn’t come from the direction of the wind. 
Wayne was bailing each time the breaking wave-tops boarded 
us. We were being blown south toward Cape Hatteras, an 
area we wished desperately to avoid and I was thinking; “If 
this gets any worse, we’re going to be in trouble.”

I have been around boats all my life and have sailed 
for ten years. Wayne Adams is an avid outdoorsman and 
boater. He and I started planning the crossing in 2009 as a 
retirement adventure. I sold my twenty-five-footer and we 
bought an Alberg 29 “Long Reach”. After much work, the 
boat was completely refit, including deck work, new stand-
ing rigging and sails, all new seacocks, etc, $$, etc, $$. We 
took CPS courses to upgrade our knowledge (Seamanship, 
Piloting, Fundamental and Global Weather) as well as a 
private course in Diesel Engine Maintenance. We learned 
from others. We spoke with experienced sailors and we 
read everything we could get our hands on. 

The trip began from Ile Perrot Yacht Club, just west of 
Montreal, in September of 2011. We motored down the Sea-
way to Sorel, then the Richelieu River and Chambly Canal 
System to Lake Champlain, through the Champlain Canal 
System to the Hudson River. It was a completely enjoyable 
journey, meeting people and seeing things, descriptions of 

OUR 
ATLANTIC

ADVeNTuRe
Lake Champlain’s Point Bay in a morning mist
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(the Squadrons’ highest recognition) for his distinguished 
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tional Education Standards Panel. This is a highly esteemed 
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Safe Boating Council would like to thank them for their 
efforts by awarding the team with its award for Best Boat-
ing Safety Initiative for 2012, sponsored by Ontario Power 
Generation. 
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nadians, many of whom also have a passion for boating. 
But a lack of English language skills has brought a large 
number of these enthusiasts into harm’s way on the water-
ways of the Fraser River, the Strait of Georgia and Gulf is-
lands. Being unable to read and understand a marine chart, 
the tides and marine weather often gets boaters in trouble. 
Both men felt that rookie mistakes such as these could be 
averted if boating safety courses were available in the boat-
ers’ first language. So they decided to join forces to develop 
a solution. 

Rick is Commander of the Fraser Power and Sail Squadron, 
and an experienced boater and instructor. Fraser Squadron 
has been delivering the 13-week boating course for several 

years, which covers the fundamentals of boating: reading 
and understanding charts, chart work, compass, aids to 
navigation, and safety equipment. Jack is founder of the 
West Bay Boating Club and very active in the Chinese-Ca-
nadian community. Jack felt that having training materials 
in Chinese would help Chinese-Canadian students succeed 
and improve their safety and competence on the water, and 
approached Rick with the idea. 

Rick agreed to deliver the training under the auspices of 
Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons (CPS), and Jack pro-
ceeded to recruit five bilingual Chinese-Canadian boaters, 
who were then trained to become instructors in their na-
tive language. Jack provided resources to translate the les-
son plans into Chinese characters. 

Turning the plan into reality involved other members of 
the CPS team. When approached by Rick Easthom, Caro-
lyn Reid, CPS National Training Officer recognized the 
idea as a solution to a need and made sure that the neces-
sary resources were available to get this project done in a 
very short time frame. Lawrence Lau in Toronto reviewed 
the translation of the exams and the Boating Basics man-
ual into simplified Chinese characters and John Gullick 
worked with Transport Canada to get the exams approved. 

Since the new program was launched in June 2012, three 
Chinese boating courses have been held in Richmond. 
Thirty-two of the 33 participants graduated. And from a 
national perspective, CPS’s ‘Boating Basics’ text has been 
translated into Chinese and will soon be available across 
Canada. 

Not content with their success with one initiative, Rick 
and Jack set out to address the challenge of the boater that 
finds himself in an emergency situation, trying to commu-
nicate with Canadian Coast Guard staff. The two men are 
now working with the Canadian Coast Guard to develop a 
relay procedure that will enable boaters to communicate in 
their own language on a designated frequency. The ‘relay’ 
will then provide the translation to the Coast Guard sta-
tion. Complementing this project, they have developed a 
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an emergency call. 
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which could fill this magazine. The twenty-two day trip to 
New York was invaluable in terms of getting accustomed to 
the lifestyle afloat, testing the mechanics and electronics, pro-
visioning, and living aboard. 

We wintered the boat at Westerly Marina in Ossining, NY, 
and we can’t say enough good things about the family-run 
business. They were extremely welcoming, patient and help-
ful. There we continued preparations (installing mast steps, 
wiring, windvane steering, solar panels and a new dodger).

My wife Donna was our land-based crew. We arranged 
to communicate with her every day for updates on weather.

In early May of 2012, we headed out and got caught in 
that blow. Luckily, it didn’t get worse. However, when it 
was all done, we wound up with a broken windvane and 
our prop fouled by a loose jib sheet. We sailed back to New 
York (with the help of another system packing gale-force 
winds) and got a tow into Sandy Hook Bay Marina, where 
we affected repairs. By this time, after two storms in twelve 
days, I had just about enough of the ocean. It was rough 
and it was stressful. We had spent so many hours without 
sleep that we hallucinated. 

We had given it a good try and it didn’t work out, so I 
wanted to turn the boat for home. Wayne didn’t though, 
and after a few days’ rest, the dark cloud of negativity 
started to lift. We decided to give it another try. By this 
time, our friend Richard Lariviere was nearing New York 
on his journey from Lake Chaplain and would be in our 

area soon. Although our European destinations differed, 
Richard and Crew were heading out on basically the same 
trip as we were. When Indian Summer 1 arrived in Sandy 
Hook Bay, we compared notes. With a repaired wind vane, 
the prop cleared, a new satellite phone and most impor-
tantly, an arrangement with Richard’s weather router, CPS 
instructor Jess Grondin, who would communicate with us 
through Donna, we set out again on May 16th.

By sunset of the first day, Richard’s Tartan 34 was out of 
sight, heading south-east of our position. We had one more 
nasty blow before reaching the Azores. We had dead calm 
and we had headwinds, but mostly enjoyable sailing. New 
York to Flores took us thirty-five days. We saw dolphins, 
birds, turtles and whales. We saw magical nights where the 
Milky Way was so bright it reflected on the sea. We en-
joyed landfall in the Azores. Flores is beautiful. Horta, on 
the island of Faial, is a place I’ve always wanted to see. We 
painted on the wall. We drank in Peter Café Sport. Pico is 
amazing. We met other cruisers and made fast friends. One 
couple, Pascale and Christa, have been sailing for fourteen 
years. They’ve visited sixty-five countries. 

From Horta, we had a fourteen-day sail to Nazaré on 
Portugal’s mainland. Again, the people were great. The 
beach is phenomenal. It’s a town full of shops and cafés 
where folks vacation from all over Europe.

All in all, the trip was awesome and Wayne and I are 
proud of our accomplishment. We are especially grateful 
to Ron Zinn, who created a website that allowed friends 
and family to follow us. If you would like more detail on 
the adventure, Google “Long Reach Voyage”.

The trip was difficult. Though our original plan was to 
head back across in January to return to New York via Ma-
deira, the Canaries, the Caribbean and Bahamas, we de-
cided we didn’t want to spend another five months aboard 
and away from loved ones.

We sold Long Reach in Portugal and flew home. Sailing 
is in our blood and since our return, we have each pur-
chased cruising sailboats of our own. As I write this, Mon-
treal just experienced a record snowfall. Here at my home 
in the lower Laurentians, the fire is on, I’m sipping a coffee 
and thinking of the Great Loop…hmmmm.

From left to right: Gordon, Wayne and Richard celebrating in Nazaré, Portugal

What is MAReP? 
The word MAREP is a coined word, a short for Marine 
Information Reporting. The MAREP Hydrographic Pro-
gramme is a joint effort of CPS and the Canadian Hydro-
graphic Service (CHS). The purpose of MAREP is to permit 
CPS and CHS to carry out an ongoing program to ensure the 
reporting of discrepancies on Charts and to update and make 
qualified recommendations toward improving nautical infor-
mation on Charts and other CHS publications.

Items, which should be reported, include, but are not 

limited to: submerged objects, obstructions in and above 
the water, landmarks, private Aids to navigation, new 
marine facilities, navigable channel information, width/
depth, etc., information affecting Sailing Directions,  
suggestions for chart improvements

Correspondence and the MAREP reports are handled 
by officers within CPS at the District and Squadron levels. 
Direct contact with CHS at the District level ensures rapid 
transmittal of information.
–Sourced from http://sppss.org

Spring13-Vol40No2.indd   64 13-02-01   1:58 PM

Jim Hay, JN,  Lake St. Louis Power and Sail Squadron 

For the past few years the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence 
Rivers have seen lower than average water levels. In some 
cases water levels have fallen below chart datum, partic-
ularly the upper lakes. While the St. Lawrence Seaway 
started the 2012 shipping season allowing 26'6" draught in 
the Montreal/Lake Ontario section, by late June that was 
reduced to 26'3". In mid-December a further reduction to 
26'0" was implemented. The only exception was for inland 
vessels which were permitted 26'6" draught. Through-
out the shipping season there were also speed reductions. 
These changes mean longer transit times and hundreds of 
tons less cargo being carried on a ship.

It wasn’t just commercial shipping which was affected.
Municipal water supplies suffered in various ways from 

low water levels, recreational boaters faced the fact that the 
bottom is now closer to the surface and, while lucrative, 
this may not necessarily be the way marine repair shops 
want to make their money.

It is not just Canada that has suffered. According to Re-
uters, in the United States, “Shipping groups have called 
on U.S. President Barack Obama to release water from 
reservoirs into the Missouri River to boost water levels 
on the Mississippi River. The Missouri River feeds into 
the larger river near St. Louis.” The Mississippi River is 
extremely important to the U.S. economy and the threat 
posed by low water levels and the possible need to suspend 
navigation has far-reaching implications.

In the U.S. southwest, Nevada’s Lake Mead fell, in 2010, 
below levels not seen since 1937 when the lake began fill-
ing after the construction of the Hoover Dam. As the lake 
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has shrunk, marina operators have had to rebuild infra-
structure and move their docks.

Onekama, MI is a small town of about 2,000 residents 
which has depended on tourism and summer residents for 
the past hundred years. This year Portage Lake, which 
is part of a waterway which connects Onekama to Lake 
Michigan looks more like a mud flat than a lake. Without 
a good snowfall during the winter of 2012-2013 the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers warns that Lake Michigan could 
fall to record low water levels in 2013. The owner of three 
local marinas is hoping that there will be enough water this 
spring for 10 of the 55 slips at the two of his marinas which 
remain open. The third is closed for lack of water.

In the meantime the town is concerned about how the 
loss of revenue will affect its operations.

In contrast to what is happening inland, ocean levels are ris-
ing. Whether due to global warming, changes in weather pat-
terns or other yet unknown causes, the oceans are warming and 
thermal expansion means that the oceans are encroaching 
on the shorelines. This was one of the contributing causes to 
the severity of damage from Hurricane Sandy.

Unfortunately it is difficult to predict future water levels 

on Canadian and American inland waters because they are 
largely dependant on winter snowfalls and other influences 
from the weather.

What does this mean for pleasure craft operators and 
cottagers? Obviously, if the water levels don’t recover there 
will be less water to float our boats. That may mean cottag-
ers and marinas have to move docks and other infrastruc-
ture. It may mean all or part of some pleasure craft water-
ways are unusable and it may mean that some boats don’t 
get launched. Whether we like it or not, our economy will 
also be affected as shipping also depends on how much wa-
ter is under the ships.

As the water gets closer to chart datum the importance of 
using current charts and keeping them up-to-date should 
be self-evident. For CPS members the opportunities for 
submitting MAREP reports will undoubtedly be many.

Sources: Great Lakes and Montreal Harbour Water Level Bul-
letins (2003-2012), St. Lawrence Seaway Notices to Shipping 
and Seaway Notices (2012), Winnipeg Free Press (2011-11-
27), Las Vegas Review-Journal (Oct. 19, 2010)

David Phillips, Canada’s “Mr. Weather”, had a piece of 
advice for CPS members who attended his presentation 
during the Edmonton conference. Talking about the ef-
fects of climate change on boaters, as well as the general 
population, he said, “Don’t wait for everyone else to come 
up with a solution,” 

One of the problems we will face, he said, is with water 
– too much in some places, drought in others. 
Statistically, Canadians use more than 300 litres of water 
per person per day. If each of us can cut down on that 
amount, we will be doing our part to stop the drain on our 
lakes, rivers, and underground water reserves.

Quick tips:
Toilets: Statistically, 75% of household water is used for 
flushing. Older toilets used 13 litres a flush. This amount 
has been cut back but the best bet is a dual valve toilet 
which uses 3 litres for liquid waste and 6 litres for solids. 
If your school, marina, yacht club or hall doesn’t use dual 
valve, suggest it.

Shower: An easy test – if your shower fills a 4-litre bucket 
in less than 20 seconds, replace the shower head with a 
water-efficient model. 

Outside chores: Use a broom to sweep your driveway, 
rather than hosing it down. Use a broom to bring down 
cobwebs, rather than hosing down the side of your house. 

Lawn maintenance: Don’t water as often. Walk across the 
lawn and look behind you. If the grass springs up, it doesn’t 
need watering. If footprints remain, it should be watered. 
Watering early morning or in the evening reduces evapo-
ration and can cut your water usage by 40 percent. 

Gardens: Make your own compost from kitchen, garden 
and lawn refuse, and use it to produce rich, water-holding 
soil for the garden. Mulch, using newspapers covered 
completely by a layer of decorative stones or bark chips. 
Practice Xeriscape, designed to save water. Use plants 
that are native to your area. Replace part of the lawn with 
fast-growing ground cover native to your area. 

Save: When washing fruit or vegetables or changing the 
water in the fish tank, save the water for your plants. 

Water Saving Tips
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Weather is Canada’s favourite topic, says Canada’s weather 
guru, David Phillips. We have an emotional attachment to 
weather, he says. We are fascinated by it. But, while we talk 
about it, we don’t do much about it although, he said, “recre-
ational boaters and farmers are the best amateur forecasters.” 

Phillips, who spoke to a packed room at the CPS confer-
ence in Edmonton, said that we don’t want to own up to 
the fact that we are changing our weather. “If you change 
the climate, you change the weather. You can’t change cli-
mate without changing weather,” he said. 

“We are outwardly disgusted at our weather but we are se-
cretly proud,” he said. “When bad weather doesn’t happen 
we are disappointed. It brings thrills and excitement to our 
lives. For folks in Toronto, weather is the last vestige of na-
ture they’ve got going for them, and Canada is the only place 
where people put the beer into the fridge to keep it warm.”

We live under the influence of our weather, Phillips said. 
“Look at Canadians’ wardrobes. We spend more money 
on clothes, not because we are so fashion conscious. We 
just need a lot of clothes because we have lots of weather. 
Weather has made us creative and inventive people – we 
invented insulin, pablum, zippers, instant pudding, frozen 
fish, covered shopping malls, testicle warmers for cattle, 
and covered baby buggies.”

Nature is beating us up, Phillips said. “It’s brutalizing 
us more than in the past.” We’ve had more severe, more 
unusual weather over the past 10 to 15 years, he said, citing 
the Saguenay flood in 1996, the British Columbia snow-
fall of 1996, which hit Victoria, “where people go to get 
away from storms and snow”, hurricanes on the east coast, 
and the Ice Storm storm in Ontario and Quebec, where 
there were calls out to media around the world. “Montreal 
and Ottawa were never more beautiful,” but the storm 
proved that weather could bring Canada to its knees. “If 
we couldn’t handle this, nobody could,” Phillips said. “We 
don’t want to relive that terrible time.”

Changing and unpredictable weather is going to affect plea-
sure boating, he said. For example, Lake Erie temperatures 

have reached 27C. In the Caribbean, that temperature can 
produce a hurricane. The 1960 to 1990 elevated water levels 
were a nuisance to marinas but otherwise not a problem. The 
sudden drop surprised experts. Lake Michigan and Lake Hu-
ron were six meters lower than long term averages, St. Clair 
in Ontario, one-third lower – the change was dramatic.

Marinas have all sorts of issues, inland waterways are 
affected, shoals are visible, boaters are not leaving their 
docks. Water issues are the big concern – not enough water 
or sometimes too much – dredging will have to be done, 
infrastructure – docks, smaller boats, launches, all these 
situations need to be managed. The Maritimes are seeing 
rising sea levels with salt water intrusion into fresh water. 
Wildlife is at danger because of invasive species. And there 
is an economic implication for shipping, with more trips 
carrying less cargo. 

“And we are not adapting as quickly as we should,” Phil-
lips said. “We knew 20 years ago.” 

More Canadians are concerned about climate change 
than the politicians are – look at past performances – or-
ganized systems are not in place and climate is changing 
rapidly. Young people, generally, are more aware.” 

Marine Guides for the Great Lakes are in the process of 
being revised re wind, weather, waves. “Regional components 
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Army Corps of Engineers warns that Lake Michigan could 
fall to record low water levels in 2013. The owner of three 
local marinas is hoping that there will be enough water this 
spring for 10 of the 55 slips at the two of his marinas which 
remain open. The third is closed for lack of water.

In the meantime the town is concerned about how the 
loss of revenue will affect its operations.

In contrast to what is happening inland, ocean levels are ris-
ing. Whether due to global warming, changes in weather pat-
terns or other yet unknown causes, the oceans are warming and 
thermal expansion means that the oceans are encroaching 
on the shorelines. This was one of the contributing causes to 
the severity of damage from Hurricane Sandy.

Unfortunately it is difficult to predict future water levels 

on Canadian and American inland waters because they are 
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from the weather.
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cottagers? Obviously, if the water levels don’t recover there 
will be less water to float our boats. That may mean cottag-
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ture. It may mean all or part of some pleasure craft water-
ways are unusable and it may mean that some boats don’t 
get launched. Whether we like it or not, our economy will 
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ter is under the ships.

As the water gets closer to chart datum the importance of 
using current charts and keeping them up-to-date should 
be self-evident. For CPS members the opportunities for 
submitting MAREP reports will undoubtedly be many.

Sources: Great Lakes and Montreal Harbour Water Level Bul-
letins (2003-2012), St. Lawrence Seaway Notices to Shipping 
and Seaway Notices (2012), Winnipeg Free Press (2011-11-
27), Las Vegas Review-Journal (Oct. 19, 2010)

David Phillips, Canada’s “Mr. Weather”, had a piece of 
advice for CPS members who attended his presentation 
during the Edmonton conference. Talking about the ef-
fects of climate change on boaters, as well as the general 
population, he said, “Don’t wait for everyone else to come 
up with a solution,” 

One of the problems we will face, he said, is with water 
– too much in some places, drought in others. 
Statistically, Canadians use more than 300 litres of water 
per person per day. If each of us can cut down on that 
amount, we will be doing our part to stop the drain on our 
lakes, rivers, and underground water reserves.

Quick tips:
Toilets: Statistically, 75% of household water is used for 
flushing. Older toilets used 13 litres a flush. This amount 
has been cut back but the best bet is a dual valve toilet 
which uses 3 litres for liquid waste and 6 litres for solids. 
If your school, marina, yacht club or hall doesn’t use dual 
valve, suggest it.

Shower: An easy test – if your shower fills a 4-litre bucket 
in less than 20 seconds, replace the shower head with a 
water-efficient model. 

Outside chores: Use a broom to sweep your driveway, 
rather than hosing it down. Use a broom to bring down 
cobwebs, rather than hosing down the side of your house. 

Lawn maintenance: Don’t water as often. Walk across the 
lawn and look behind you. If the grass springs up, it doesn’t 
need watering. If footprints remain, it should be watered. 
Watering early morning or in the evening reduces evapo-
ration and can cut your water usage by 40 percent. 

Gardens: Make your own compost from kitchen, garden 
and lawn refuse, and use it to produce rich, water-holding 
soil for the garden. Mulch, using newspapers covered 
completely by a layer of decorative stones or bark chips. 
Practice Xeriscape, designed to save water. Use plants 
that are native to your area. Replace part of the lawn with 
fast-growing ground cover native to your area. 

Save: When washing fruit or vegetables or changing the 
water in the fish tank, save the water for your plants. 

Water Saving Tips

Spring13-Vol40No2.indd   66 13-02-01   1:58 PM

Weather is Canada’s favourite topic, says Canada’s weather 
guru, David Phillips. We have an emotional attachment to 
weather, he says. We are fascinated by it. But, while we talk 
about it, we don’t do much about it although, he said, “recre-
ational boaters and farmers are the best amateur forecasters.” 

Phillips, who spoke to a packed room at the CPS confer-
ence in Edmonton, said that we don’t want to own up to 
the fact that we are changing our weather. “If you change 
the climate, you change the weather. You can’t change cli-
mate without changing weather,” he said. 

“We are outwardly disgusted at our weather but we are se-
cretly proud,” he said. “When bad weather doesn’t happen 
we are disappointed. It brings thrills and excitement to our 
lives. For folks in Toronto, weather is the last vestige of na-
ture they’ve got going for them, and Canada is the only place 
where people put the beer into the fridge to keep it warm.”

We live under the influence of our weather, Phillips said. 
“Look at Canadians’ wardrobes. We spend more money 
on clothes, not because we are so fashion conscious. We 
just need a lot of clothes because we have lots of weather. 
Weather has made us creative and inventive people – we 
invented insulin, pablum, zippers, instant pudding, frozen 
fish, covered shopping malls, testicle warmers for cattle, 
and covered baby buggies.”

Nature is beating us up, Phillips said. “It’s brutalizing 
us more than in the past.” We’ve had more severe, more 
unusual weather over the past 10 to 15 years, he said, citing 
the Saguenay flood in 1996, the British Columbia snow-
fall of 1996, which hit Victoria, “where people go to get 
away from storms and snow”, hurricanes on the east coast, 
and the Ice Storm storm in Ontario and Quebec, where 
there were calls out to media around the world. “Montreal 
and Ottawa were never more beautiful,” but the storm 
proved that weather could bring Canada to its knees. “If 
we couldn’t handle this, nobody could,” Phillips said. “We 
don’t want to relive that terrible time.”

Changing and unpredictable weather is going to affect plea-
sure boating, he said. For example, Lake Erie temperatures 

have reached 27C. In the Caribbean, that temperature can 
produce a hurricane. The 1960 to 1990 elevated water levels 
were a nuisance to marinas but otherwise not a problem. The 
sudden drop surprised experts. Lake Michigan and Lake Hu-
ron were six meters lower than long term averages, St. Clair 
in Ontario, one-third lower – the change was dramatic.

Marinas have all sorts of issues, inland waterways are 
affected, shoals are visible, boaters are not leaving their 
docks. Water issues are the big concern – not enough water 
or sometimes too much – dredging will have to be done, 
infrastructure – docks, smaller boats, launches, all these 
situations need to be managed. The Maritimes are seeing 
rising sea levels with salt water intrusion into fresh water. 
Wildlife is at danger because of invasive species. And there 
is an economic implication for shipping, with more trips 
carrying less cargo. 

“And we are not adapting as quickly as we should,” Phil-
lips said. “We knew 20 years ago.” 

More Canadians are concerned about climate change 
than the politicians are – look at past performances – or-
ganized systems are not in place and climate is changing 
rapidly. Young people, generally, are more aware.” 

Marine Guides for the Great Lakes are in the process of 
being revised re wind, weather, waves. “Regional components 

DAVID PhILLIPS  
ChANGING CLIMATe, 
ChANGING WeATheR

Ph
ot

o:
  D

on
 B

ut
t

Joan Eyolfson Cadham, S, Editor-in-Chief
Saskatchewan Power and Sail Squadron

Spring13-Vol40No2.indd   67 13-02-01   1:58 PM

66 Canadian Yacht ing April 2013 c a n a d i a n y a c h t i n g . c a  67



are necessary,” he said. 
With the changes, there could be opportunities, both 

good and bad. Warmer weather means a longer boating 
season. “Times are gong to change. It’s a matter of trying 
to adapt to them. But the message must be one of hope.

He had some specific advice. “Don’t wait for everyone 
else to come up with a solution. Based on what is likely to 
happen, we have got to cut back on fossil fuels. We have 
seen the future – it’s going to be warmer. We have to be 
serious, not trade or burn CO2 but conserve it. Boaters 
need to convince manufacturers to build engines that look 
at environmental viability, that are more fuel efficient.”

David Phillips has been employed with Environment 
Canada’s weather service for more than 40 years. His work 
activities relate to the study of the climate of Canada and 
promotion, awareness and understanding of weather and 
climate in Canada. His publishing record includes several 

essays in The Canadian Encyclopedia, a book on The Cli-
mates of Canada, and two best sellers: The Day Niagara Falls 
Ran Dry and Blame It On The Weather. He is the origina-
tor and author of Canada’s favourite calendar, the Canadian 
Weather Trivia Calendar, and he’s a regular weather and cli-
mate commentator on national radio and TV. 

Phillips has been recognized for his work. He is a fellow 
of both the Royal Canadian Geographical Society and the 
Canadian Meteorological and Oceanographic Society. He 
has been awarded the Patterson Medal for Distinguished 
Service to Meteorology in Canada, the Commemorative 
Medal for the 125th Anniversary of the Confederation 
of Canada, the Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Medal 
and, twice, the Public Service Merit Award, as well as two 
honourary doctorates from the University of Waterloo and 
Nipissing University. In 2001, David was named to the Or-
der of Canada.

Before You Set Out
Never set out without obtaining the latest weather forecast, 
both for your general area and, even more important, for 
the waters in which you intend to boat. With local know-
ledge, you can allow for possible peculiarities of the local 
weather which the forecaster may not be able to anticipate.

If the possibility of thunderstorms in a given area is 
greater than 40%, a Marine Thunderstorm Advisory will 
be broadcast by Coast Guard Radio. You should monitor 
the radio at all times.

If You See a Thunderstorm Coming
Air mass thunderstorms build locally and gradually, giving 
ample notice of their presence. Clouds which start early as 
small cumulus, but develop progressively during the forenoon 
into towering cumulus, should warn you to keep off the water. 

Cold-front storms, and especially line squalls, give little 
such warning. If clouds with anvil tops or altocumulus 
advance unexpectedly over the western or south-western 
horizon, or distant thunder is heard, act at once. It may 
appear possible to reach shelter before the storm strikes, 
but distance on the water can be deceptive. Line squalls, 
like the bad news they are, travel fast. Everyone on board 
should put on personal flotation devices, lifelines should 
be prepared, and the boat should be secured for rough 
weather. Obtain a fix (determine your position), and check 
for other vessels in your vicinity before rain obscures the 
visibility. Sailboats should reduce their sail area early. 
Once the squall hits, too many things happen at once. 
Heave-to, using a sea anchor, if necessary.

During the Storm
Ensure that everyone is well inboard and clear of stays 
and metal fittings, to reduce the possibility of injury in the 
event of a lightning strike. A vessel with adequate ground-
ing from masthead to waterline is surrounded by a cone of 
protection, which should provide some safety.

There are many versions of what constitutes an ade-
quate ground for a boat. One simple method is to clip a 
chain or jumper cable to the mast or shrouds of a sailboat, 
and let it trail in the water. The main thing is to give the 
lightning the most direct path to the water. Check if other 
Squadron members have advice on grounding. In addi-
tion, your marine insurance adjuster may be able to pro-
vide information on the best procedure, based on claims 
from other boaters.

In a small boat, keep as low a profile as possible. Light-
ning prefers to target a feature which stands higher than 
its surroundings. However, even being in a harbour, sur-
rounded by a forest of masts does not grant absolute im-
munity from lightning.

Note: Do not automatically assume that a person who 
has been struck by lightning is actually dead. Frequently 
the prompt application of cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
(CPR) can change an apparent victim into a survivor.

Once you have determined the approach of a thunder-
storm, make an immediate weather report to the Cana-
dian Coast Guard, using VHF radio. That just might save 
someone else’s life.
The above is an extract from the CPS Fundamentals of Weather 
Course for recreational boaters.

Be Safe During a Thunderstorm
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The weather tends to be something which you notice more 
at the cottage and you notice its effects as well. George is 
glad he took the weather course because it has helped. Of 
course, just keeping his eyes open all the time would have 
helped too. Last year birds were standing on rocks which 
never used to be visible. That should have told him that the 
water was down. As a result the weeds were up. So was the 
repair bill for propellers. 

Maybe it would have been a good idea for him to have 
paid more attention to the chart.

It was a good summer last year but the lack of rain did 
little to help the fact that it was further to the lake from the 
cottage. Hopefully this year will be better. At least we got 
some snow this winter.

Should we buy a trailer and see how the boat likes other 
areas? That’s the trouble – what will this summer be like? 
Should we put wheels under the boat? If the water level 
goes much lower we might have to move the dock further 
out and even start mowing the lake. But as much as I know 
that the chores at the cottage never quite seem like chores, 
perhaps more work isn’t what we need. We could always 
have a picnic on the rock pile in the middle of the bay. After 
all it is pretty much at the surface now. I’m not sure, but I 
think two islands down the lake have become peninsulas. 
Maybe George should report them and win the MAREP 
award for improved reporting….

It would probably be best to wait until we open the cot-
tage to be sure that we don’t have to buy a new boat. In 
the meantime is the squadron giving the GPS course? It 

might be a good idea to take it and make sure that we know 
where the rocks are when the water returns. What’s that? 
The squadron just finished giving the GPS seminar? Well, 
why not re-read the text from the weather course? It never 
hurts to refresh what you’ve learned and what more practi-
cal subject is there than the weather?

Going back over some of the course material also gives 
you a break from the anticipation of what you’ll find when 
you go down to the cottage for the first time. Some of 
those trips are forgettable, like the time I found that the 
boat on shore had been stolen.

George can remember the year that someone took a 
chain saw to the tree to which the small boat was chained. 
They took both the boat and the tree. After that they even 
took the plastic boat, the one which George was trying 
to figure out how to fix. Too bad the Maintenance course 
doesn’t cover fixing a hull made of ABS plastic. Given how 
leaky it was, perhaps the thief took it for a ride and swam 
home.

Well, there is at least one good thing about the lower 
water levels. It is likely that there will be less damage dur-
ing the spring thaw. All things considered, we need the ad-
ditional water so I think I’d rather take my chances with 
the levels improving.

Does anyone know how to do the rain dance?
Hopefully this summer will be kinder to boating than 

was last summer. Certainly I’m hoping that it will be more 
conducive to boating than walking in, or is that on, the 
water. Whatever the summer brings us I hope that it will 
be a happy and safe time for all.

The Cottager
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Thursday October 24th—Cheese!
Another great tour with the Great Canadian Coach Company. 
A leisurely ride through the Southern Ontario country side will 
bring us to the Mennonite community of St. Jacobs. Mennonites 
are famous for their fine cheeses and meat. Their crafts and 
quilts are world renowned.

Besides a Mennonite museum on the main street, there are 
many interesting boutiques and shops selling crafts, local food 
and cheese. We will also stop at a large outlet mall. Our buffet 
lunch is at the local restaurant “The Stone Crock”. We will visit 
a cheese shop on the way back to Toronto. More games and 
prizes on the return trip. 

Cost $65.00  per person

Other Things to See
We will provide maps of all the places of interest within walking 
distance of the hotel.

Within a few steps of the base of the CN Tower you can tour:
The Railway Museum
The Steamwhistle Brewery
The Rogers Centre
The new Ripleys Canadian Aquarium, due to open in June 2013.

Other Sites:
The Art Gallery of Ontario,
The Royal Ontario Museum
“The Path”: Toronto’s 27km of underground shops and services.

Previous Page, left: Niagara Wine College. Right: St Jacobs Farmers’ 
Market. This Page, clockwise from top left: Air Canada Centre, Art Gallery 
of Ontario, Royal Ontario Museum, Balzac’s in the Distillery District.
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Toronto is a vibrant multicultural metropolis and a great city in 
which to live and work. Home to over to 2.6 million people, 
the city is the cultural, entertainment and financial capital of 
Canada. Toronto is one of the safest urban environments in 
the world.

Conference Venue &  
Accommodation
The Chelsea – Canada’s largest hotel – offers a variety of 
options in guest rooms and meeting spaces. It is located in 
the heart of downtown Toronto and is within walking distance 
of the College subway station and the city’s central business 
district. The Hotel is also minutes from the city’s best shopping 
(including the Toronto Eaton Centre), Yonge-Dundas Square, 
fantastic live theatre, vibrant nightlife and exciting attractions. 
See www.agm.cpstoronto.ca for details on rates and room registration.

Friday Night October 25th—“Hollywood North”  
Come join the Celebration of our 75th Anniversary. This is your 
chance to dress as a Hollywood Star! Either Movie or TV, any 
era will do. How about John Wayne as Rooster Cogburn? Fred 
Astair and Ginger Rogers, Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz, Marilyn 
Monroe, Bela Lugosi (Dracula)......the list goes on. 

Districts could be the entire cast of a Movie or TV Series. How 
about Dale Evans and Roy Rogers? Don’t forget about Trigger. 
The only limit is your imagination. Awards, Prizes, Fun, Laughter 
and Entertainment. Walk the Red Carpet to Fame at the 2nd 
floor concourse at 18:00 hrs.

Tours
Wednesday October 23rd 2013—Wine!
The Great Canadian Coach Company will whisk us away for a 
day of wining and dining amongst the vineyards of the Niagara 
Wine College. Tour the vineyard – learn about wine making 
and taste the wine.

We will tour their micro-brewery, see how beer is made and 
taste the results. The college also has a large greenhouse and 
a cooking school. Our Lunch is in their restaurant overlooking 
the vineyard. Returning to Toronto, we will stop at the Welland 
Canal.  At Lock 3, we will see how boats are lifted over the Niagara 
Falls escarpment. Games and prizes on the return coach trip.  

Cost $90.00 per person

Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons’ 75th Anniversary Conference, October 23-27, 2013 
Come and celebrate with us in Toronto: 
we’ve been expecting you!

Courtesy of St. Jacobs Country
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First Name _______________________________________ Last Name ____________________________________________ Grade ____________
Guest’s First Name ___________________________________ Last Name ____________________________________________ Grade ____________
Address ____________________________________________________ City ______________________________________ Province __________
Postal Code ______________ Tel ____________________________ E-mail _________________________________________________________
Squadron ____________________________________________ District __________________________________________________________ 
Member no. _____________________________________ Officer Position ___________________________________________________________  
Is this your first national conference? q Yes

AGM Toronto
at the Delta Chelsea Hotel s October 23-27, 2013

PAYMENT INFORMATION
q Cheque.  Please make cheque payable to CPS, Memo: Conference 2013. Note: Post-dated cheques will not be accepted.

q Mastercard  q VISA  Name on the card ________________________________________________________________________________________

Card no. __________________________________________________________ Expiry Date (mm/yy) _______________________________________

Signature ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Dietary OR physical restrictions and other requirements: ______________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please remember to book your hotel room directly with the 
hotel or use the link under the Conference Venue tab on the 
www.cpstoronto.ca/agm website. Room availability and special 
rates are guaranteed if you book before September 22, 2013.
 
Only National Officers will have their rooms booked by the Head 
Office. The notice will be emailed to them in late June. If you are 
not sure whether you are on the list or not, please contact Head 
Office at hqg@cps-ecp.ca.

All members and Officers are encouraged to attend the Seminars, 
Presentations and Annual General Meeting at no cost. 

CANCELLATION POLICY
Cancellations on or before September 13, 2013 are accepted 
with no penalty. From September 14, 2013, all cancellations are 
subject to a $35 administration fee per person. After October 11, 
2013, cancellations will be partly refunded only if other conference 
participants register to take your places. 

All fields are required

Delta Chelsea Hotel, 33 Gerrard St. West, Toronto, Ontario  M5G 1Z4  1-800-243-5732  
CPS Conference 2013, 26 Golden Gate Court, Toronto, ON M1P 3A5  hqg@cps-ecp.ca  Fax: (416) 293-2445

___________ x $230*/$250 = $  __________

___________ x 85 = $ __________

___________ x 65 = $ __________

___________ x 115 = $ __________

___________ x 90 = $ __________

___________ x 65 = $ __________

  
          Total = $_______________

FULL CONFERENCE MEAL PACKAGE 
Includes Friday Theme Dinner & Dance, Saturday AGM Luncheon
and the Chief Commander’s Gala Dinner & Dance 

 
INDIVIDUAL CONFERENCE MEALS
Friday Night Dinner & Entertainment

Saturday AGM Luncheon

Chief Commander’s Gala Dinner & Dance

Niagara Wine Tour (Wednesday 8:30 – 15:30, includes lunch)

St Jacobs Bus Tour (Thursday 9:00 – 14:00, includes lunch)

Open day (Friday 9:00 – 15:30) See CPS registration desk for more 

info on local attractions 

Note: All excursions require a minimum number of people in order to proceed
See tour desk at hotel for tours to Niagara Falls. Special maps are available
showing various attractions within walking distance of hotel.

*Early registration rates apply if received on or before July 1st, 2013. After July 1 higher registration rates will apply. 

REGISTER ONLINE AT www.cpstoronto.ca/agm

____________ x $230*/$250 = $  __________

____________ x $90 = $ __________

____________ x $65 = $ __________

            Total: $_______________

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

q Entry will be shipped  q Brought with you or representative

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Squadron: ____________________________________________Email Address: ___________________________________________

Note Division and provide a brief description of your entry.

q Division 1: Training Aids _______________________________________________________________________________________

q Division 2: Navigational Aids ___________________________________________________________________________________

q  Division 3: Crafts 

q  Section A: General Crafts                                       q Section B: Presentations

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

q Division 4: Scrapbooks ________________________________________________________________________________________

q Division 5: Publications 

q Section A: Newsletters                                           q Section B: Stories, Poems and Narratives

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

q Division 6: Visual Arts

q Section A: Photography                         q Section B: Painting and Drawing                    q Section C: Sculpture

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

q Division 7: New Media 

q Section A: Best of the Web within the WEB Portal Program*    q Section B: Best of the Web outside the WEB Portal Program*
q Section C: Digital Art                 q Section D: Digital Presentations                  q Section E: Digital and Film Photography

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

q Division 8: Environment

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

*  Entries for web sites must be made via an online entry form. The cut-off date for entries is July 31, 2013. Sites will be
captured and judged, as they exist on that date. Changes made to the site after July 31, 2013 will not be recognized.

Please do not ship anything before September 7, 2013. 
Mailed entry forms and shipped entries to be received no later than October 15, 2013
Mail Entries to: Elsie Scott, 601 Churchill Crescent, Ennismore, Ontario, K0L 1T0
For a complete set of rules, go to www.cpstoronto.ca/agm

AGM Competitions Entry Form
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Sourcebook catalog today! 
Browse the latest in new hardware, rigging, 
electronics and apparel to help you up your 
sailing pleasure and performance in the new 
2013 edition of our Sailing Sourcebook cat-
alog. It’s packed with all the latest products 
from the top name brands. 
For your convenience, you can download a 
copy of the new Sailing Sourcebook, or any 
of our other current catalogs, to your PC 
or tablet. Just go to westmarine.com and 
search “catalog”.    

A New SpecieS  
of SoNAr

View the world beneath your  

boat with the photo-like clarity  

of DownVision™ sonar, the first high-resolution imaging 

sonar for anglers to use CHIRP technology. Dragonfly’s 

dual channel CHIRP technology lets you explore structure 

and target fish like never before.

Imagery for illustrative purposes only.
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1-800-661-3983    
email navcommsales@cmcelectronics.ca  

www.cmcmarineelectronics.ca  

Available from Your Marine Electronics Expert

The New Dragonfly™ 
Sonar/GPS with  
CHIRP DownVision™
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fuel filtration
Once AGAin, fOr the recOrd

theRe IS No eNd of discus-
sion and debate about the fuel 
filtration needs of diesel engines. 

Myths and half-truths abound. So let’s 
set the record straight.

Diesel engines are the most reliable 
of all internal combustion engines; 
they are robust and they need only two 
simple inputs, air and fuel. Properly 
maintained they will perform well 
for upwards of 15,000 hours before 
needing a re-build. By contrast, that is 
about three times the life of a well-
maintained gasoline engine. Diesel fuel 
is usually cheaper than gas and diesels 

of a similar size will outperform their 
gas counterparts with more distance 
covered per unit of fuel used, whether 
it’s a truck, automobile, or a boat.

Diesel engines ask little of their 
owners. Start by keeping the oil clean 
by changing it and the filters every 
150-200 hours, or annually, whichever 
comes first. More importantly, filter 
the fuel so it is clean too. Diesel 
engines need a much cleaner fuel 
than gas engines simply because the 
tolerances for a diesel fuel injection 
system are so fine that contaminants 
in fuel can stop a diesel cold and may 
even necessitate a very expensive 
repair. Dirty fuel is a reality these 
days, no matter where you purchase 

it. So what to do?
Diesel fuel is a complex mix of over 

a dozen hydrocarbon molecules and it 
is formulated specifically to be self-
lubricating; it’s slippery to the touch, 
and to the fuel system of the engine. 
It will ignite with only compression 
pressure, whereas gas engines need a 
spark to ignite. But diesel fuel will also 
oxidize and get “stale” over time and 
in the presence of air. With time, the 
diesel hydrocarbons change shape and 
character (this is called polymeriza-
tion), and this process starts within a 
month from the refinery. 

These changes can make diesel fuel 
more difficult to burn and can become a 
heavy sludge that can seriously damage 

By Robert Buller

system pressure is dramatically higher 
in common-rail injection systems. 
Upward of 30,000 psi is common today 
and demands very clean fuel. Even 
small contaminants can do damage at 
these pressures.

The primary filter is the one 
closest to the fuel tank and it should 
be a coarse filter of either a 30 or 

a 10-micron size depending on the 
manufacturer’s recommendations. 
The secondary filter is closest to, or 
mounted right on the engine. This filter 
MUST be as specified by the manu-
facturer. These secondary filters range 
between two and seven microns. The 
most common combination seems to 
be a 10-micron primary filter, followed 

www.evolutionsails.com

Join the Evolution

This is EvoluTion!
Custom sails – matched to your needs and built entirely in
Evolution sail lofts. From design to finish, your sails are crafted  
at the hands of experienced sailors, with control over every step 
of the sailmaking process.

Proudly Made in Canada

ToronTo lofT
30 Torlake Crescent
Etobicoke, Ontario M8Z1B3
416.503.1931

QuEbEc lofT
80 Allan Point Road,
Dorval, Quebec H9S2Z2
514.631.9845

vancouvEr lofT
Loft 200C, 150 McLean Drive
Vancouver BC V5L 3L1
778.887.7245

sail Makers That Make sails!

the fuel delivery system. Diesel fuel 
should never be kept longer than two 
years. A stabilization additive is com-
monly recommended for fuel that will 
be kept over a period of time. Additive 
effectiveness can be debated but they 
don’t seem to do any damage and many 
boaters and mechanics swear by them.

Water is the most common and 
most dangerous fuel contaminant. Too 
much water can actually stop a diesel 
engine. But, some water will be in the 
fuel as a result of the refining process. 
The secret is to keep out any additional 
water. Condensation is the most 
common way that additional water gets 
into fuel. Water will actually condense 
on the interior walls of the fuel tank, 
rolling down and into the fuel. As 
water is heavier than fuel it will collect 
at the lowest point of the tank and will 
soon cause trouble.

Water can cause corrosion and 
it will also support the growth of 
microbes and bacteria. The warm 
temperature of most engine rooms 
will accelerate that growth and within 
days, millions of very small organisms 
are thriving in the water in the tank. 
Contrary to common lore, no algae can 
grow within a fuel tank as algae needs 
light to survive and tanks are dark. But, 
bacteria can multiply quickly adding to 
the sludge on the tank bottom. 

This sludge might not cause any 
trouble if it is not disturbed. But, add 
a rough sea and a heaving boat and 
sludge will soon get mixed up and then 
a filter system is critical. Fuel filtration 
between tank and engine is a must, 
and it is never sufficient to use only the 
filters on the engine itself. That’s OK 
for the oil system but it is not enough 
filtration for diesel fuel.

How big a contaminant should we 
worry about?

In this field we measure tolerances 
in microns (see sidebar). Fuel from the 
refinery has usually been filtered to 30 
microns, but additional contamination 
might occur in the transportation and 
retail distribution systems. For that 
reason manufacturers recommend a 
multi-stage filtration system with at least 
one coarse filter followed by a finer one. 
Dirty fuel may have particles as large as 
20 microns but the dangerous ones are 
usually smaller than 10 microns.

Newer diesel engines put even more 
demands on filtration because the fuel 

eNGINe rOOM

 In this dual-element 
system from Racor, only one 
filter is used at one time. The 
controlling valve handle selects 
left or right, while the vaccuum 
gauge indicates when flow is 
restricted and the filter element 
needs replacing.

 This 10-micron filter unit 
combines a metal replace-
ment canister with a visual 

inspection cup for the removal 
of contaminants. These are 

commonly found on smaller 
auxiliary engines and gensets.

 A secondary 
filtration mount and 

replacement filter 
canister. This unit is 

typically mounted 
on the engine just 

upstream of the 
injector system.

 Typical accordion-folded paper 
filter replacement elements in 

various sizes for Parker Racor 
systems—inexpensive and 
possibly the best engine 

maintenance dollars you 
can spend.
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by a 2-micron secondary filter.
Why so small? Research on engine 

failures showed that the most common 
dangerous contaminants were five to ten 
microns, so a 2-micron filter is sufficient. 
Engine manufacturers require a filter 
efficiency of blocking 95% of particles 
three microns or larger and a two micron 
secondary filter achieves that standard. 
It is also the smallest filter size that is 
readily available. There are 0.5-micron 
filters available for water purification but 
these are not appropriate for fuel.

Fuel filters should be changed 
when fuel pressure increases to a 
level only as high as recommended 
by the manufacturer. But regardless 
of pressure readings, filters should 
be changed every 500 hours or every 
12 months, whichever is earlier. For 
seasonal boaters who do 200 hours or 
fewer per season, change both oil and 
fuel filters every year. It’s probably the 
cheapest maintenance investment that 
boaters can make.

Changing filters has its own chal-
lenges though, as it is easy to introduce 

air into the fuel system when changing 
filters, and this necessitates a bleed 
process. For that reason my boat was 
plumbed with two sets of both primary 
and secondary filters so that a new set 
was always available and was in-line. A 
simple t-bar ball valve makes changing 
to new filters almost instantaneous. This 
is most valuable when contaminants and 
sludge are kicked up when the boat is in 
rough waters. Storms do not create good 
environments in which to change filters, 
hence the twin on-line system.

What is a fuel polishing system?
Fuel polishing systems are the 

ultimate in fuel filtration. These 
add-on systems actually circulate 
and filter the fuel in the main tanks, 
all the time that the main engines 
are operating, or on the owner’s 
instructions. Fuel polishing systems 
include a separate pump, filter set 
and controls that can circulate the 
main supply of fuel and continuously 
filter out impurities. So, they pump 
continuously while the engines are 
running, or can be run independently 

from battery or shore power whenever 
the owner wishes. Polishing adds 
significant fuel cleaning capabilities.

Dirty fuel may be a given these days 
but a well-designed fuel filtration system 
will go a long way to make diesel engines 
as reliable as they are intended to be. 

eNGINe rOOM

BOATERS
servicing boaters

Our knowledgeable team will help you find what you are looking for.
Extensive selection of marine equipment for both power and sail.

6000 sq. ft. of inventory and stock at very competitive prices. 

www.thestoremasons.com

Port  Credit  Harbour Marina
1 Port Street East, Mississauga
905.278.7005  •  1.800.263.1506

Check online for our Spring Seminars 

Mercury FourStrokes’ in-line Electronic Fuel-Injected (EFI) design  
delivers incredible torque and power while reducing fuel  
consumption and emissions in to the environment. In fact, all 
Mercury FourStrokes tout an environment friendly CARB 3-Star 
ultra low emissions rating. A new Precision Engineered Shift 
System delivers a smooth, effortless driving experience,  
while our Engine Guardian System gives you peace of mind  
with more than 40 sensors monitoring your engine 
functions to ensure each minute you spend on the water 
is unforgettable. Now that’s genius. 

Visit mercurymarine.com for more test results. © 2012 MERCURY MARINE. All rights reserved.  
Reproduction in whole or in part without permission is prohibited.

FourStrokes  
     of Genius

Horsepower Range  2.5 • 3.5 • 4 • 6 • 8 • 9.9 • 15 • 20 • 25 • 30 • 40 • 50 • 60 • 75 • 90 • 115 • 150

mer cur ymar ine.com

A micron is one millionth of a metre, or one 
thousandth’s of a millimetre. It is the smallest 
unit measurement of the metric system and it 
has surpassed the more common SAE unit of a 
thousandth of an inch. A micron gives a more 
precise measurement of very small items. One 
thousandth of an inch, “one thou” in common 
parlance, is actually 25.4 microns.

For comparison, a grain of salt is about 
100 microns and a human hair is between 
50 and 90 microns. A particle of about 40 
microns can be seen with simple magnifica-
tion. A single bacterium is about two to four 
microns. It is possible to filter out all danger-
ous bacteria and thus actually sterilize water 
with a 0.5-micron filter. For fuel, though, the 
concern is contaminants between about five 
and ten microns and a 2-micron filter is the 
finest that is commonly used. It will achieve 
a performance of blocking 95% of contami-
nants three micron or larger, the standard 
recommended by industry experts.
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 Wind Dancer…
sailing downwind.

iS it the jOurney thAt cOuntS—Or the deStinAtiOn?

By Larry MacDonald

MeSSinG aBout

mY wIfe SaNdY aNd I are avid sailors, although 
for many years we didn’t actually own a boat. To 
get our sailing fix, we simply chartered yachts in a 

variety of destinations. Typically, we would follow routes 
suggested by the charter company, always returning to the 
home marina within a week or two. And often, especially 
on our last day, our course would be directly into the wind, 
requiring us to beat, motor or both. 

“Wouldn’t it be nice,” I often suggested, “to have our 
very own boat so we could have the freedom to just sail 
with the wind?” 

Then one fine day, we came across a used boat for sale 
that piqued our interest. After scoping it out, we made an 
offer conditional on a successful sea trial and marine survey. 
All went well and after completing the paperwork, we 
became the proud owners of a cruising sailboat. 

Wind Dancer lay in Ladysmith Harbour on Vancouver 
Island while our home marina was in Powell River on the 
BC mainland, about 60 nautical miles to the north. If the 
wind blew briskly from the south, we’d be home in a few 
days, allowing some time for sightseeing.

We spent our first day aboard Wind Dancer provisioning 
and planning routes, keeping in mind that we would only 
sail with the wind. The next morning, following a joyous 
christening, we began our maiden voyage by motoring out 
of the harbour into dead-calm conditions. 

The nearest land was Thetis Island, where we dropped 
the hook in Preedy Harbour and explored the grounds of 
Capernway Retreat: 97 acres of woods, meadows and sea-
shore. We spent about an hour on an elevated point, admiring 
the well-protected harbour and, of course, our very own boat 
bobbing gently in the quiet anchorage. Had the wind been 
suitable for sailing, we likely never would have discovered this 
enchanting setting. Chalk one up for no wind.

Getting under way the following day, we eagerly hoisted our 
sails to run with a faint northerly. But the southerly current had 
other ideas, resulting in zero headway. After an hour of senseless 
flopping about, we motored the short distance to Chemainus, a 
charming Vancouver Island town with the world’s largest outdoor 
art gallery—33 colourful murals painted on business establish-
ments—and a jolly good ice cream shop to boot. Another 
fortuitous encounter, again the result of no window. 

I was beginning to think, somewhat radically, that 
sailors can have a good time, even without wind. Or to 
put it another way, it’s not the journey that matters, it’s the 
destination. Did I get that right?

SlowlY…
In two days, we had traveled a total of eight miles, all under 
power. Our idyllic notion of sailing with the wind was clearly 
responsible for our mollusk-like pace: at this rate, we might 
make it home within the year. Our feeble efforts to rely 
solely on wind power gave us renewed appreciation for the 
achievements of legendary sailors Lin and Larry Pardey, 
who circumnavigated the globe in both directions without 
auxiliary power. I can only imagine the exhilaration they must 
have felt being whisked along by consistent trade winds. 

Our plight was more akin to early sailors stalled in the 
horse latitudes, having to throw livestock overboard to save 
provisions. We weren’t quite that desperate just yet, but you 
get my drift…oops, bad choice of words!

Hooray! On the third day, a northerly perked up to 
about 10 knots, encouraging us to head south wing-on-wing 
into Sansum Narrows, an S-shaped channel that leads to 
Cowichan Bay. When we made our first turn, the prevail-
ing wind shifted directly onto our bow, prompting a U-turn 
which would have taken us back to the spot where the wind 
would dictate another 180. Had we adhered to our sail-with-
the-wind rule, we might still be frolicking in the narrows. 

Furling the sails, we motored to Dungeness Marina 
in Cowichan, where Sandy and I discussed the need for 
a change of mindset. We concluded that sailing only with 
the wind depends on at least two factors: infinite patience 
and the degree of urgency to get someplace…like home. If 
our boat was our home, we would only have one factor to 
consider—and in my case, that’s the deal-breaker. Patience 
is not my strong suit—whenever our speed drops below two 
knots, I reach for the ignition key. 

To this day, like most sailors, we still prefer to sail 
with the wind at our backs. But now and again, we find 
ourselves beating, motoring or both, just as we did in our 
chartering days, to reach a destination. Doing just that, we 
finally made it home to Powell River in a few more days. 
Obviously, the Greek god of the south wind, Notus, was 
busy elsewhere during our voyage. 
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 Race Boats at the 
Thornbury Yacht Club

w
heN I fIRSt weNt 
up to the Collingwood 
area to ski as a girlfriend 
to my future husband, 

little did I realize that I would one 
day teach skiing part time in Grey 
County, wherein lies the Town of Blue 
Mountains. I had no idea there was 
even a harbour in Thornbury, much less 
a yacht club, until I was invited out to 
crew on a C&C 27, Sassy J in a ladies’ 
race with a fellow ski instructor, Tobyn 
Londos. Needless to say we had a 
fabulous time; Tobyn accomplished her 
first race with an all-female crew, and 
I met another friend, who turned out 
at the time, to be the commodore of 
the Thornbury Yacht Club (TYC), Paul 
Sandiford. Paul and his wife, Leeanne, 
own a Dufour 35 called Mumm’s. They 
fell in love with TYC after a cruise to 
Christian Island and joined in 1999. 

This area of Canada was once 
occupied by the Wendat natives (named 
the Huron by the French) and then later 
acquired by the British. The township 
of Thornbury was incorporated in 1833. 

The area’s natural resources of forest, 
fish, and minerals attracted commerce 
and in 1955 a milling operation was the 
town’s first business. The town’s histori-
ans claim that the name Thornbury came 
from the berries that grew along the 
Georgian Bay shoreline, but others feel 
that it was named after the Thornburys 
from England who settled there. By the 
1880s the apple packing industry, for 
which the town is still famous, was in 
full swing. Move to modern times and 
the town of Thornbury was amalgamated 
with the Township of Collingwood to 
become the Town of Blue Mountains 
January 1,2001.

By the 1980s, more people who 
only used to come north from Toronto 
to ski, realized that Thornbury, the 
jewel-in-the-crown of the Southern 
Georgian Bay area, had much to offer 
in the summertime, with its pristine 
waters, uncrowded beaches, and 
beautiful Niagara Escarpment scenery. 
In 1982 there was no road to the outer 
harbour, located at the south end of 
Nottawasaga Bay between Collingwood 

and Meaford at the mouth of the 
Beaver River, and boats were all on 
swing moorings. A local condominium 
owner, Altona Holdings, was to guide 
the installation of the marina facilities 
with 80 berths. When this happened, 
as recounted in Remembering When, 
“The fish shed club house, used by 
the Reef Boat Club, built in 1967, had 
to come down. Now the club would 
be homeless and neither the town 
nor the developer would provide the 
club with a building or space near the 
harbour. At the annual meeting, held 
in April 1983, a majority of the Reef 
Club members voted to move the club 
to a new location in Meaford. In June, 
14 local boaters who wanted to stay 
based in Thornbury, met together to 
form a new boat club to be known as 
the Thornbury Yacht Club.” By August, 
the club had 65 members and had also 
joined OSA and CYA. Erling Morris, 
the first commodore, explained that, 
“The yacht club is a group of boaters 
and non-boaters whose primary objec-
tive is to promote safe boating, good 

thornbury Yacht Club
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seamanship and good sportsmanship 
among all boaters and those with a 
genuine interest in boating.”

Unfortunately, smooth sailing for 
the developer was not to be, and Altona 
declared bankruptcy that winter and 
disappeared, leaving control of the 
harbour to the town, which has oper-
ated the marina ever since. The TYC 
became a yacht club within the marina, 
with its members renting close to half 
the slips in the harbour from the town. 

Under Commodore Clare Norris, 
the sailing school took hold in 1993 
with the acquisition of Solitaire, a 24ft. 
Shark to be used as an instruction 
boat. The club members even agreed 
to billet a sailing instructor and provide 
them with a bicycle to get to the 
harbour! The program ran for ten years 
and then Sail Georgian Bay, in the 
Meaford Harbour, took over most of 
the students. Solitaire was then used as 
a committee boat for many years before 
its retirement in 2007.

There have been many female 

Bridge members, as well as three 
female commodores at this little club. 
Meetings back then were held in the 
home of the commodore around the 
kitchen table with a small, close-knit 
group of supportive bridge members. 
Commodore Donna Atkinson (1994-
1995) has a vivid memory from her 
first Sailpast dealing with regalia that 
was made for men. She had to stuff 
paper into her commodore’s hat, as 
it kept falling into her eyes. Donna 
also recalls, “Being summoned to the 
harbour, along with other local TYC 
members, when a vicious storm blew 
through the area and the group spent 
the rest of the night on heaving docks, 
retying lines by flashlight.”

Every year the TYC hosts a Regatta 
weekend. Current Commodore Carla 
Nicolson laughed as she recounted 
one particular regatta where, “The 
director of racing had organized a 
BBQ with a pig roast. They had sold 
out the event and it was pouring rain. 
100 people sent in reservations and 97 

people showed up in full rain gear with 
umbrellas. Who else but sailors would 
sit out on picnic tables eating at a BBQ 
in the pouring rain?” After this event, 
the idea of building a pavilion really 
took root. At a General Meeting held in 
January 2012, there was overwhelming 
support from the members to proceed 
with building a pavilion over an old 
concrete pier with wooden decking. 
The building permit was secured by 
April 2012 and the first BBQ under 
the pavilion was held on June 23rd on 
Regatta weekend. Now that is the way 
to organize things in a small town.

Besides the annual Regatta 
weekend, there are spring and fall 
weekend racing series and a spring 
mid-week Wednesday night race 
series. A few signature races include 
the Founders Cup, Mighty Mary 
Race (women only), John Zsolt single 
handed race, and the Meaburywood. 
This is where the three area yacht 
clubs (Meaford, Thornbury and 
Collingwood) all join together and 
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take turns organizing the BBQ after 
the race out of TYC for the Clare 
Norris Trophy. One notable racer from 
TYC is Pete Mather, who became the 
first Canadian to win the Chicago 
Mackinac Race on its 98th anniversary.

Part of the camaraderie of a yacht 
club is the people who volunteer their 
time to make things happen. One of 
those people is none other than Bill 
Copeland, a long time member and 
owner of Andrea II, an Alberg 37. He is 
affectionately known as Mr. Rules and 
Regulations and is the aficionado of 
protocol and tradition at the club. He 
is a former actor with a booming voice 
who commands attention to all those 
who are around him and is often asked 
to do the grace at TYC events. He 
knows the by-laws inside out and keeps 
the bridge and officers on their toes.

Another big part of the TYC lifestyle 
is cruising in Southern Georgian Bay to 
Christian Island, the North Channel, 
the Benjamins, Heywood Island, or 
Killarney. Anywhere you go in the North 
Channel, you will run into someone 

from Thornbury. The North Channel 
Cruise rendezvous is always the first 
Wednesday in August. You should plan 
on two to three days to get to your 
destination with holidays happening 
either before or after the rendezvous. 
“It’s a very eclectic group of people 
and fun things just happen,” says PC 
Sandiford. His sentiments were echoed 
by current Commodore Nicolson 
who noted that, “We have two formal 
rendezvous each year, one to Christian 
and one to the North Channel where 
we get upwards of 20 boats with 
captains, crew, kids, friends, and dogs. 
Great weather last Labour Day created 
an impromptu rendezvous at Christian 
Island. Everyone motored over and tied 
up their inflatable dinghy to one of the 
power boats and passed their appetiz-
ers. I think there were ten or twelve 
dinghies.” Carla and her husband Doug 
own a Tartan 3700 called Guardian II 
and they joined TYC in 2000.

Many of the members live in town 
and nearby communities; others live 
on their boats as a cottage. The club 

enjoys its home base in Thornbury 
which has over 15 local restaurants, a 
library, grocery store, liquor store, laun-
dromat, and of course, a Tim Horton’s. 
Annual meetings are held in the library 
or the community centre. After a day 
of sailing, or a day without wind, the 
members often go boat hopping, bring-
ing their beverage of choice to share 
with other members, or gather under 
the pavilion to share the stories of the 
day and to enjoy a pot luck meal.

As this club moves forward facing 
challenges of low water levels, dwindling 
town resources, and increasingly strin-
gent government regulations, one thing 
remains constant. They are a group of 
committed people who give of their time 
so that everyone may enjoy the love of 
the water, good times, and good friends. 
For an initiation of $350 and annual fees 
of $120 this can all be yours. I’m like’n 
it already. A social and cruising boating 
club that has a ski day. …perfect! Want 
more information? Just visit their website 
www.thornburyyachtclub.com or e-mail 
them info@thornburyyachtclub.com. 
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New PrOductS

Cruise with ConfidenCe

CPS offers classroom courses on marine navigation, GPS, radar, boat 
and engine maintenance, weather and VHF radio. Instructors in your 
community help recreational boaters improve their boating safety 
knowledge and operational skills.

Boating essentials Course 
You can’t get where you’re going if you don’t know how to get 
there. CPS has been offering boating courses long before they 
were mandatory. This course picks up where Boating Basics, which 
includes the Operator Card, leaves off and offers instruction in
navigation, charting, plotting and an introduction to electronic 
navigation.

do you have your required Marine radio Certificate?
The Restricted Operator Certificate is a government issued certifi-
cate that allows you to legally operate your marine VHF radio. The 
certificate is required for all operators of marine radios.

CPS is a non-profit organization celebrating 75 years of teaching 
safe boating.

find a course near you: www.cpsboat.ca
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Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons
Celebrating 75 Years – 1938-2013 
www.cpsboat.ca  | 1-888-CPS-BOAT

GaRmIN quatIx™ maRINe watCh  
PRovIdeS moRe INfoRmatIoN at Sea
Garmin International has announced quatix™, its first GPS watch 
designed for avid mariners, both power and sail. Quatix combines 
the most pivotal marine features and provides both comprehensive 
navigation and sailing capabilities while integrating Garmin’s industry-
leading GPS technology and user-friendly interface. Quatix puts the 
most important boating information on your wrist.

Quatix has features never before seen in one individual boating 
watch. In addition to Garmin’s easy-to-use interface and wireless inte-
gration with pre-existing Garmin marine devices, quatix is a great aide 
for mariners of any type.

Quatrix can display multiple sets of marine datum such as tidal 
information, COG (course over ground), SOG (speed over ground), 
and VMG (velocity made good), along with alerts for speed and anchor 
drag. Quatix is also equipped with ABC sensors (altimeter, barometer 
and compass), providing mariners with real-time information regard-
ing their environment. The built-in barometer can be used to predict 
weather changes, ensuring that the approaching storm conditions can 
be avoided. Finally, the 3-axis electronic compass provides the user’s 
bearing, whether in motion or not.

It even has an integrated MOB feature, where the watch can auto-
matically trigger a MOB alarm on a Garmin chartplotter.

The quatix is scheduled to be available in the first quarter of 2013. 
For additional information regarding the quatix, visit  
www.garmin.com/quatix. 

New  
PRoduCtS

By CY Staff

quICk StoRe SYStem  
CReateS StoRaGe SPaCe oN BoaRd
Many boat owners and their passengers need extra places to store 
small items so they don’t get lost or thrown off the vessel during 
higher speed. Accon Marine’s Quick Store System lets users attach 
small, mesh storage pockets to their Accon Quick Release Drink 
Holders, creating convenient storage space on deck.

Durable and breathable, these pockets are constructed from water 
repellant, vinyl-coated polyester mesh fabric. Antimicrobial proper-
ties make the Quick Store System resistant to mold and mildew. 
The pouches also feature Sunbrella™ acrylic binding and UV-resistant 
thread, while the straps utilize polypropylene webbing.

Hook and loop fasteners and closures make it easy for owners to 
move the pockets around.

To learn more visit: www.acconmarine.com. 
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GaRmIN GPSmaP 8000 mfd 
aNd GPSmaP 8500 BlaCk 
Box SeRIeS INteGRateS 
the look aNd feel of a 
GlaSS helm
Garmin International recently 
announced the GPSMAP 8000 Glass 
Helm series, their newest flagship 
series of multi-function devices. 
Introducing a true glass helm 
appearance into the boating industry, 
the GPSMAP 8000 Glass Helm 
series boasts powerful new features 
and a revamped user-interface 
with a streamlined design that can 
make any helm look custom-built.

Offering an 8-inch 
SVGA, 12-inch and 15-inch 
XGA multi-touch, pinch-to-
zoom multi-function display, the 
GPSMAP 8000 MFD series boasts 
a lower profile than previous 
multi-function models. With the 
12-inch and 15-inch models being 30% and 32% thinner, 
respectively, the 8000 MFD series can easily fit into a 
space where previous MFD units were installed.

With a user control bar docked at the bottom of the 
screen, information such as waypoints, autopilot and the 
home menu are only a finger touch away.

In addition to the release of the GPSMAP 8000 MFD 
series, Garmin is also proud to introduce the GPSMAP 8500 
Black Box series. For larger vessels that can accommodate a 
15-inch XGA, 17-inch or 19-inch SXGA multi-touch, pinch-
to-zoom monitor, the GPSMAP 8500 Black Box series allows 
for easy installation mounting the 2.16-inch slim monitor 

directly in the helm and with an independent, detached 
black box for better system cooling, larger screen size capa-
bility and easier installation. And the Black Box series 
monitors can receive up to a 1080p HD resolution video.

Features like SmartMode™ station control enable you 
to customize numerous preset modes based on various 
activities. With only two button pushes, SmartMode can 
instantly synchronize all displays to show the most desirable 
screens for a particular activity.

The GPSMAP 8000 Glass Helm series becomes available 
in the second quarter of 2013. For additional information, 
visit www.garmin.com/8000. 

CafRamo taku hatCh faN  
a weSt maRINe toP 6 PRoduCt foR 2013
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GaRmIN GPSmaP 8000 mfd 
aNd GPSmaP 8500 BlaCk 
Box SeRIeS INteGRateS 
the look aNd feel of a 
GlaSS helm
Garmin International recently 
announced the GPSMAP 8000 Glass 
Helm series, their newest flagship 
series of multi-function devices. 
Introducing a true glass helm 
appearance into the boating industry, 
the GPSMAP 8000 Glass Helm 
series boasts powerful new features 
and a revamped user-interface 
with a streamlined design that can 
make any helm look custom-built.

Offering an 8-inch 
SVGA, 12-inch and 15-inch 
XGA multi-touch, pinch-to-
zoom multi-function display, the 
GPSMAP 8000 MFD series boasts 
a lower profile than previous 
multi-function models. With the 
12-inch and 15-inch models being 30% and 32% thinner, 
respectively, the 8000 MFD series can easily fit into a 
space where previous MFD units were installed.

With a user control bar docked at the bottom of the 
screen, information such as waypoints, autopilot and the 
home menu are only a finger touch away.

In addition to the release of the GPSMAP 8000 MFD 
series, Garmin is also proud to introduce the GPSMAP 8500 
Black Box series. For larger vessels that can accommodate a 
15-inch XGA, 17-inch or 19-inch SXGA multi-touch, pinch-
to-zoom monitor, the GPSMAP 8500 Black Box series allows 
for easy installation mounting the 2.16-inch slim monitor 

directly in the helm and with an independent, detached 
black box for better system cooling, larger screen size capa-
bility and easier installation. And the Black Box series 
monitors can receive up to a 1080p HD resolution video.

Features like SmartMode™ station control enable you 
to customize numerous preset modes based on various 
activities. With only two button pushes, SmartMode can 
instantly synchronize all displays to show the most desirable 
screens for a particular activity.

The GPSMAP 8000 Glass Helm series becomes available 
in the second quarter of 2013. For additional information, 
visit www.garmin.com/8000. 

CafRamo taku hatCh faN  
a weSt maRINe toP 6 PRoduCt foR 2013
The Caframo® Taku Hatch Fan has been chosen by West Marine as 
one of its top six most innovative products for 2013. 500 CFM Air 
Blast Exchange Mode exchanges stale cabin air in minutes. Winner 
of a 2013 Pittman Innovation Award, the 12-volt Taku is designed to 
provide both powerful ventilation to remove hot, stale air from the 
cabin and quiet circulation to move air throughout.  

A unique locking suction cup mounting system allows the 
fan to be installed directly on hatch glass in seconds with no hole 
drilling or fasteners required. The pivoting fan head can be swiv-
eled 360° to allow the Taku to exhaust stale air out of the cabin 
or to draw fresh air in through the hatch. The fan head can 
also be swung down into the cabin, allowing a cooling breeze 
to be directed wherever it is needed. In powerful Air Blast 
Exchange mode, the Taku will circulate air in or out of the cabin 
at a rate of over 500 cubic feet per minute(CFM).

At the medium Comfort setting, the Taku can re-circu-
late fresh air in a 36’ boat eight times per hour—the optimum 
air volume change rate recommended by the Westlawn Institute 
of Marine Technology. To learn more visit: www.westmarine.com or  
www.caframo.com. 
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 Dual helms and ample beam 
carried aft allow for excellent 
visibility and a spacious and 

comfortable cockpit.

t
he hAnSe 415 iS Like LOtS Of new PrO-
ductiOn cruiSinG BOAtS in the 40-fOOt 
rAnGe. it hAS GenerOuS BeAM cArried 
weLL Aft, A BiG, cOMfOrtABLe cOckPit, 
duAL heLMS, A wALk-thrOuGh Stern, And 

PLuMB BOwS. And Like MAny new cruiSinG BOAtS 
AvAiLABLe tOdAy, it’S deSiGned tO Be BOth fASt 
And eASy tO SAiL—A “PerfOrMAnce cruiSer”. But 
AS i fOund Out durinG My teSt drive Off newPOrt, 
rhOde iSLAnd, LASt fALL, nOt ALL 40-fOOt “PerfOr-
MAnce cruiSerS” Are creAted equAL.

One of the reasons I came to feel the 415 stands out in 
the crowded field of 40-foot performance cruisers is purely in 
the eye of the beholder. I love the clean lines and proportions 

of this boat that hit the sweet spot between modern and 
maybe even a bit edgy without being too radical. And there 
are more quantifiable reasons as well. I liked the visibility 
from the dual helms, the easily accessible walk-through stern, 
and the wide seats in the cockpit. I was also particularly 
impressed with the teak topped cockpit table. It was both 
stylish and sturdy and formed a good mounting point for the 
chart plotter. And, demonstrating excellent attention to detail, 
the plotter also pivots so the screen can be seen easily from 
either helm station. You may think an easy-to-see chart plotter 
should be a given but it’s not. I’ve sailed on enough boats 
where I’ve had to crane my neck to see a too-low, or non-
adjustable plotter to appreciate when a builder does it right.

Another on deck feature that I liked was the lack of 
cabin-top winches. All the lines from the mast are led under 
the deck back to banks of stoppers near the primary winches 
that are mounted on the cockpit coaming right where you 
want them near the helms. Again, engineering away the 

SaIl REVIEW: hanse 415

Sporty German Cruiser
fReSh thINkING IN a CRowded CateGoRY.

By Bill Springer

Main Duck Island and 
Scotch Bonnet Island courses

5th year for LO300 Solo Challenge

For information contact 

lo300@loor.ca 
Register online at loor.ca

loo
r.c

a

Challenge 
Yourself
The LO300 has been 
acknowledged as 
the longest annual
freshwater yacht 
race in the world.

Great Prizes
Great Trophies
Single-Handed
Double-Handed 
& Fully Crewed
White Sail and 
Spinnaker Fleets
Sperry Top-Sider 
Breakfast
Hosted at Port 
Credit Yacht Club

   The 
Lake Ontario 300
              challenge

 JULY 13
     2013

Saturday

PRINTING AND BOOTH 
GRAPHICS COURTESY OF 

Length Overall  . . . . . . . . . . . . 40’ 8”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.40 m
Hull Length . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9’4” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.99 m
Waterline Length  . . . . . . . . . . 37’ 5”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.43 m
Beam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13’ 8”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.19 m
Draft (std.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6’ 11”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.10 m 
Draft (opt.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5’ 8”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.72 m
Displacement approx. (deep)  . 19,621 lb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,900 kg
Displacement approx. (deep) . . 20,063 lb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,360 kg
Ballast approx. . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,393 lb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,900 kg
Sail area  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 936 sq ft  . . . . . . . . . . . . 86.96 sq m
Fuel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42 gal  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160 L
Water . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 gal  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 320 L
Waste  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.25 gal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 L
Auxiliary Power  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38 HP Volvo

DEALERS

Pat Sturgeon Yachts, Mississauga ON 
www.patsturgeonyachts.com

Freedom Marine, Vancouver, North Vancouver and Sidney BC 
www.boatingfreedom.com

SPeCIfICatIoNS

h
A

n
s

e 
yA

c
h

Ts



92 Canadian Yacht ing April 2013 canad ianyacht ing .ca  93

 Dual helms and ample beam 
carried aft allow for excellent 
visibility and a spacious and 

comfortable cockpit.

t
he hAnSe 415 iS Like LOtS Of new PrO-
ductiOn cruiSinG BOAtS in the 40-fOOt 
rAnGe. it hAS GenerOuS BeAM cArried 
weLL Aft, A BiG, cOMfOrtABLe cOckPit, 
duAL heLMS, A wALk-thrOuGh Stern, And 

PLuMB BOwS. And Like MAny new cruiSinG BOAtS 
AvAiLABLe tOdAy, it’S deSiGned tO Be BOth fASt 
And eASy tO SAiL—A “PerfOrMAnce cruiSer”. But 
AS i fOund Out durinG My teSt drive Off newPOrt, 
rhOde iSLAnd, LASt fALL, nOt ALL 40-fOOt “PerfOr-
MAnce cruiSerS” Are creAted equAL.

One of the reasons I came to feel the 415 stands out in 
the crowded field of 40-foot performance cruisers is purely in 
the eye of the beholder. I love the clean lines and proportions 

of this boat that hit the sweet spot between modern and 
maybe even a bit edgy without being too radical. And there 
are more quantifiable reasons as well. I liked the visibility 
from the dual helms, the easily accessible walk-through stern, 
and the wide seats in the cockpit. I was also particularly 
impressed with the teak topped cockpit table. It was both 
stylish and sturdy and formed a good mounting point for the 
chart plotter. And, demonstrating excellent attention to detail, 
the plotter also pivots so the screen can be seen easily from 
either helm station. You may think an easy-to-see chart plotter 
should be a given but it’s not. I’ve sailed on enough boats 
where I’ve had to crane my neck to see a too-low, or non-
adjustable plotter to appreciate when a builder does it right.

Another on deck feature that I liked was the lack of 
cabin-top winches. All the lines from the mast are led under 
the deck back to banks of stoppers near the primary winches 
that are mounted on the cockpit coaming right where you 
want them near the helms. Again, engineering away the 

SaIl REVIEW: hanse 415

Sporty German Cruiser
fReSh thINkING IN a CRowded CateGoRY.

By Bill Springer

Main Duck Island and 
Scotch Bonnet Island courses

5th year for LO300 Solo Challenge

For information contact 

lo300@loor.ca 
Register online at loor.ca

loo
r.c

a

Challenge 
Yourself
The LO300 has been 
acknowledged as 
the longest annual
freshwater yacht 
race in the world.

Great Prizes
Great Trophies
Single-Handed
Double-Handed 
& Fully Crewed
White Sail and 
Spinnaker Fleets
Sperry Top-Sider 
Breakfast
Hosted at Port 
Credit Yacht Club

   The 
Lake Ontario 300
              challenge

 JULY 13
     2013

Saturday

PRINTING AND BOOTH 
GRAPHICS COURTESY OF 

Length Overall  . . . . . . . . . . . . 40’ 8”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.40 m
Hull Length . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9’4” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.99 m
Waterline Length  . . . . . . . . . . 37’ 5”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.43 m
Beam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13’ 8”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.19 m
Draft (std.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6’ 11”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.10 m 
Draft (opt.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5’ 8”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.72 m
Displacement approx. (deep)  . 19,621 lb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,900 kg
Displacement approx. (deep) . . 20,063 lb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,360 kg
Ballast approx. . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,393 lb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,900 kg
Sail area  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 936 sq ft  . . . . . . . . . . . . 86.96 sq m
Fuel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42 gal  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160 L
Water . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 gal  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 320 L
Waste  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.25 gal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 L
Auxiliary Power  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38 HP Volvo

DEALERS

Pat Sturgeon Yachts, Mississauga ON 
www.patsturgeonyachts.com

Freedom Marine, Vancouver, North Vancouver and Sidney BC 
www.boatingfreedom.com

SPeCIfICatIoNS

h
A

n
s

e 
yA

c
h

Ts



94 Canadian Yacht ing April 2013

 The port saloon seat 
can be set up in a variety 
of configurations.

 Stylish details like 
the modern sink set 
the head apart.

 Even the wine 
storage has been 

well designed.

canad ianyacht ing .ca  95

cabin-top winches may seem like a small thing, but it’s not. 
The unbroken line of the low slung cabin-top is yet another 
small improvement over the status quo (both in functionality 
and aesthetics) that helps set this boat apart.

Going forward, I did find the cabin-top hand holds to 
be too short, but I also liked the wide side decks, flush 
mounted deck hatches and good sized anchor locker. And 
with all lines leading back to the cockpit, and the ultra slick 
Antal mainsail track that lets the main slide effortlessly into 
the stack-pack bag without any pulling necessary, you only 
really need to go forward when its time to push the anchor 
windlass button or grab a mooring ball. 

The theme of small things making a big impact was 
carried below decks and it started in the companionway. 
Unlike some companionway’s that have steep, ladder-like 
stairs, the 415’s companionway stairs have a shallow angle 
that make it super easy to descend into the saloon. I also 
appreciated the extra wide companionway opening and the 
oversized clear plastic companionway hatch that contributed 
to the open and airy feel in the saloon. 

While the lay-out of the accommodations plan is pretty 
standard—cherry veneer woodwork, decent stowage, 
U-shaped settee, good sized galley with microwave, etc—
the distinction is in the details. From the lights that can be 
dimmed, and the shades that can be pulled with a remote 
control unit, to the stylish basin (more than just a sink) in 
the main head, and the nav table that can be dropped down 
to provide more saloon seating, a lot of thought has gone 
into improving every aspect of the interior living space. 

Like many 40-footers the 415 is available with two 
or three cabins but Hanse stands out among produc-
tion builders because they also offer a myriad of interior 
choices. One head or two? You can easily have either. 
Large sail locker and smaller galley? They can do that. 

The boat is also available with an almost limitless list of 
interior fabric colors and wood finishes. There are a lot 
more options than you’ll find on most production boats 
so it’s up to you. But no matter which configuration you 
choose, the master cabin will be forward. It’ll have good 
headroom, ventilation, and stowage, but it’ll also have 
a berth that gets pretty pointy/small at the feet. Guest 
cabins can be either medium sized or small, but they’ll still 
have the essentials—double berth, some stowage, room to 
get dressed—that you’d expect from guest cabin(s) aft.

I hit the weather jackpot over the duration of my test 
which spanned several hours. As we raced to beat an 
approaching weather system, the wind built from a steady 
10-12 knots to fresh 18-20 (gusting to 25) knots. Seas got up 
also as we nosed out into open water at the mouth of the bay. 
Boat speeds were in the solid 8’s on a reach and in the 7-8 
knot range hard on the breeze. 

Upwind, I found we were a little over canvassed in the 
gusts, but even though the helm occasionally got a little 
heavier than optimum, the boat continued to be easy to 
control, and I never had a fear of rounding up. And tacking, 
thanks to the well-designed self tacking jib set-up, was 
simply a breeze. There was no need to grind winches, or 
worry that lazy sheet was free to run, or do anything except 
put the helm over. So, in addition to the boat being fast, it 
was maneuverable and forgiving in a breeze, and comfortable 
and easy to sail too. All those good things are what designers 
of “performance cruisers” strive for, right?

The boat sailed beautifully. And thanks to a myriad 
of interior options, super slippery mainsail track, clean 
cabin top, and slick line leads to the winches adjacent to 
each helm, among many other clever features, it worked 
perfectly too. Simply put, this boat was designed to make 
you look good. And it will. 

SaIl REVIEW: hanse 415

STAR CLIPPERS Our fleet of tall ships offer authentic sailing 
adventures with all the amenities found on 
a luxury mega-yacht. We call our on board 
style the Mega-Yacht Sailing Experience. 
You’ll call it the perfect vacation. 
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 The port saloon seat 
can be set up in a variety 
of configurations.

 Stylish details like 
the modern sink set 
the head apart.

 Even the wine 
storage has been 

well designed.
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cabin-top winches may seem like a small thing, but it’s not. 
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of interior options, super slippery mainsail track, clean 
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perfectly too. Simply put, this boat was designed to make 
you look good. And it will. 
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 With the twin 300 hp Yamahas, 
the Pursuit OS 315 Offshore is 

capable of 50 mile-per-hour speeds.

d
ePeNdING oN what 
You’Re lookING foR IN 
a Boat, PuRSuIt’S oS 
315 offShoRe model 

Could eItheR Be a quICk 
CRuISeR oR SeRIouS fISh 
RaISeR—BetteR Yet, Both!

The OS 315 Offshore was designed 
and built to be a serious blue water 
sport fishing boat, but we reviewed it 
on Lake Couchiching near the Narrows 
at Crates Lake Country Boats and we 
were in relatively protected waters, 
close to the Trent Severn system and 
not far from Georgian Bay.

When our industry researches 
what people enjoy most about boating, 
fishing is always high on the list, 
even among people who are primarily 
interested in cruising. To be able to 

take some rods and tackle and hook 
your own fresh dinner, is an experience 
that adds greatly to the enjoyment. 
While not every boat is well-suited to 
fishing, the Pursuit OS 315 Offshore 
certainly is.

The twin Yamaha 300 horsepower 
four-stroke outboards are the first thing 
to mention. These are great favorites 
with blue water fishermen who want 
the high-power, light weight, rugged 
efficiency of today’s modern high-end 
outboards. These are very resistant 
to salt water damage, can usually be 
tilted up clear of the water when not in 
use and owners who run offshore, run 
them for hours at high speed. The new 
four-stroke outboards are purpose-built 
for marine. That is a very different 
environment than what a car engine 

PoweR REVIEW: Pursuit 315 Yamahas
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Pursuit oS 315
twin yAMAhA 300 hP OutBOArdS  
–quick cruiSer, Or fiSh rAiSer?

By Andy Adams

Test boat engines: Twin Yamaha F300 Offshore, 
300 hp, 4.2 L / 254.4 ci, V6 four-stroke engines 
with dual overhead cams, variable vale timing 
and 24 valve layout, multi-point electronic fuel 
injection, stainless steel props.

ENGINE RPM  SPEED MPH
Idle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.6
1000  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5.9
1500  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8.3
2000  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9.7
2500  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10.2
3000  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12.2
3500  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25.2
4000  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .32.7
4500  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .37.2
5000  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .41.7
5500  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .45.9
5750  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .49.9

CRUISING SPEED rpm / mph
3500 / 25.2

SPECIFICATIONS:
LENGTH OA:  . . . . . . . . . . . . 32’9” / 9.96 m
BEAM:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10’8”/ 3.25 m
DRY WEIGHT:   . . . . . .11,015 lbs / 4,989 kg
FUEL CAPACITY:  . . . . . . . 284 gal / 1,075 L
WATER CAPACITY:  . . . . . . 30 gal / 113.6 L
WASTE CAPACITY:  . . . . . . . 18 gal / 68.1 L
AS TESTED PRICE:  . . $298,387 USD MSRP

Test boat provided by and price quoted by: 
Crates Lake Country Boats,  
www.crateslakecountryboats.com

Performance data by: Pursuit Boats,  
www.pursuitboats.com

SPeCIfICatIoNS

   |  April 19–22

Experience Life on the Water

TimEs   Thursday + Friday 11 am – 6 pm | Saturday + Sunday  10 am – 5 pm
TickETs   Adult $10 | 3 day for $25 | Students + Seniors $8 | 16 + under frEE

April 18–21 | Victoria inner Harbour

CAnAdA’S lArgeST
in-wATer boAT Show

over 200 new  
And pre-owned  
boATS For SAle

www.bcyba.com

Victoria Harbour 
Boat show

VH Boat Show PacificYachting FP.indd   1 2/22/13   2:44:17 PM
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was designed for. 
The twin Yamaha 300s are mounted 

on a transom that is finished as a swim 
platform with a port side stainless steel 
boarding ladder under a cover, transom 
door and a freshwater shower so you 
can rinse off after taking a dip.

If you hook into a serious big fish, 
the transom door also lets you bring 
that in easily. Across the transom in 
the cockpit is a bench seat that could 
handle three people and lifts up to 
reveal a 38 gallon cooler underneath.

Beside that, is an Oceana Blue-
coloured 32 gallon recirculating live 
well with bottom drain plug, cutting 
board and a clear lid. There are four 
stainless steel rod holders, toe rails 
and padded coaming bolsters on both 
sides for safety and comfort when 
fishing. Other thoughtful features 
include rod storage for two rods on 
each side, storage for six fishing rods 
in the cabin (where you can lock up) 
and two insulated 39 gallon fishboxes 
with discharge pump out are under 
the cockpit floor.

More fishing features include 
recessed cleats so you don’t snag 
a line, tackle drawers and storage 
in the companionway plus, the OS 
315’s 284 gallon fuel capacity gives 
you impressive range, even running 

well offshore.
Certainly the cockpit with full fiber-

glass liner and big scuppers is where 
most people will spend their time but 
our test boat was a hardtop model with 
a beautifully finished,  powder coated 
superstructure providing countless 
places to grab and hang on when 
fishing or running in rough water and 
there are overhead LED and spreader 
lights as well.

The hardtop gives an enclosed helm 
with opening windshield section, big 
glass areas for great sight lines and 
optimal weather protection and comfort 
for everyone on board. 

Pursuit’s own helm seat is very 
comfortable and supportive with a flip 
up bolster and a swiveling mechanism 
as well as arms that can fold out of the 
way. We found that our feet dangled a 
bit and we couldn’t drop the seat any 
lower so you may want to check the 
“fit” but most people will stand when 
running a boat like this anyway and the 
seated position gives you great visibility.

A tilting, destroyer-style wheel 
makes managing the SeaStar hydraulic 
steering easier and we noticed that 
the Yamahas had a mechanical tie bar 
to ensure engine alignment in rough 
running; nice rigging.

Our test boat was brand-new and 

had not yet been rigged out with any 
navigation or fish fighting equipment; 
just a single Yamaha multifunction 
display screen was included but there’s 
plenty of room to mount any naviga-
tion suite, sonar and communications 
equipment. Also, we noticed that the 
entire helm binnacle is hinged to swing 
up for easy service access.

A 4.2 kw generator is available 
as is air conditioning for the cabin. 
With the genny, you can also get a 
Raymarine ST70 autopilot system. 
Great for long runs.

The standard companion side seating 
is easily big enough for four adults and 
has handy drink holders. There is an 
optional rearward facing backrest for 
fishing and watersports watching.

This boat has an impressive and 
comfortable cabin. For its size, the boat 
has good headroom located down four 
steps through the sliding cabin hatch.

Directly ahead is the forward berth 
/ convertible dinette with storage under 
the cushions and a high / low table 
with a gorgeous inlaid wood finish; 
very handsome. Real teak and holly 
flooring is used as an overlay to the full 
fiberglass inner liner. There’s a big deck 
hatch as well as port and starboard 
opening hatches. 

On the starboard side underneath P
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PoweR REVIEW: Pursuit 315 Yamahas

Sails
Presentation
Along the
Great Loop

Explore America’s Great Loop, the 
continuous waterway that encompasses 
the eastern portion of North America
including the Atlantic and Gulf 
Intracoastal Waterways, the
Great Lakes, the Canadian 
Heritage Canals, and 
the inland rivers of
America’s heartland.
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TMAmerica’s Great Loop
Miles Away From Ordinary

1-877-GR8-LOOP ext. 5040 www.GreatLoop.org

www.horizonyachtcharters.com
Phone 284 494 8787 • Toll free 877 494 8787 • info@horizonyachtcharters.com 

Factory Direct importers of 

Are you looking for a perfect vacation, with a charter company that is 

passionate about sailing?  A company who will treat you as an 

individual, while offering unparalleled customer service? Sailors who 

know, sail with Horizon.

 Horizon Yacht Charters understands the importance of spending 

your precious time amongst friends and family, which is why we ensure 

that the moment you step aboard your immaculate yacht, you will be 

able to sit back, relax and enjoy some of the most spectacular cruising 

grounds in the world.

 Ask us about yacht ownership – Horizon can customize our 

programmes, so you get exactly what works for you.   

 It’s your yacht, your way.

Caribbean British Virgin Islands • Antigua & Barbuda • Grenada & the Grenadines • St Maarten  USA Annapolis, MD • Mystic, CT

 This is looking aft into the mid-cabin berth. Notice the rod holders and 
the open feel in this area.  The transom door is open to the engines 
and the swim platform where you see the flip down boarding ladder.

 This gives a better look at 
the mid-cabin berth. You see 
the companionway steps and 
door on the left side.
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the helm area is a fully enclosed head 
which can be curtained off to use the 
shower. There’s a mirrored door, vessel 
sink and vaccuum flush MSD system. 
We didn’t see a mirror for shaving over 
the sink but the kind of guy who buys a 
boat like this may prefer a bit of stubble!

Opposite, on the port side is quite 
good galley unit with a small size 
refrigerator, three drawers, turntable 
type microwave, single burner Kenyon 
stove and a small sink. We like the 
sliding cover over the stove. It is a nice 
convenience touch.

Aft of that and lying below the bridge 
deck is a mid-ship berth with an opening 
port hole and an escape hatch out to 
the cockpit. There are three storage 
lockers alongside and it would be very 
comfortable single berth or a double for 
newlyweds. Actually, two young children 
could comfortably sleep there too.

Overall, the Pursuit OS 315 has 
comfortable and complete enough 
accommodations that you could easily 
spend the weekend on board and with 
the very strong performance, you can 
do more extended cruising through 
the Great Lakes, Trent Severn system, 
Georgian Bay or the Thousand Islands. 
It could handle the Great Loop in 

record time too!
One of the brilliant things with 

the new outboards is that they can be 
remarkably fuel-efficient. The Yamaha 
multifunction display was showing us 
readings of 1.7 and 1.8 mile per gallon 
running in the 22 to 25 mile-per-hour 
range. What’s remarkable for a boat 
this size and weight is that you can get 
that kind of economy out of a pair of 
300 hp outboards. That’s a total of 600 
hp! No wonder the Pursuit OS 315 
can run over 50 mph.

You would expect this boat to 
handle the rough water beautifully and 
it certainly seemed up to it as we made 
our way through a nasty chop on Lake 
Simcoe. Construction felt very solid, 
the steering is light and effortless and 
it’s an adjustable system as well so you 
can change the effort level to suit your 
preferences or the conditions.

Tight turns, even at speed were 
handled impressively well and we 
could sum it up by saying with the twin 
Yamaha F300s, the Pursuit OS 315 
delivers thoroughbred performance.

This boat seems to us, to deliver 
a great combination of attributes that 
could expand your boating horizons 
significantly. 

PoweR REVIEW: Pursuit 315 Yamahas

Sail Cats | Power Cats | Monohulls | Trawlers
Bareboat | Skippered

Frenchtown | St Thomas USVI
800-944-2962 | 340-777-9690

www.cyoacharters.com | info@cyoacharters.com
CYOA is enviro-friendly and 100% holding tank equipped

The Right Place, The Right Time, The Right People...
CYOA has been helping people make the
most of their vacations for over 30 years
with beautifully maintained yachts, sensible
prices, and a friendly, professional staff. 

Make the right choice ... round up your
favorite crew, select an air-conditioned 
cat or monohull from our late-model fleet,
and let our on-island experts help you 
plan the perfect sailing vacation.

Better yet -- invest in your own exciting
CYOA charter yacht with guaranteed 
payments, optional commitment terms, 
and much more! Contact us today!

CYOA_Half_CY_Apr13_CYOA  2/11/13  10:46 AM  Page 1

• Bareboat/Skippered
• Monohulls 32' - 52'
• Catamarans 38' - 47'

25    Year 
Anniversary

Our Cat prices will make you purrr!!
WWW.CONCHCHARTERS.COM

email: sailing@conchcharters.com - (284) 494-4868
Toll Free: USA 800-521-8939 • Canada 800-463-6625
Yacht Brokerage Division: charteryachtsales.com

“Best Yacht Management Program”

“BVI’sBest Dealson Keels!”
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Conch Charters Ltd.
British Virgin

Islands
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 The cabin is nicely 
appointed and you could 

sleep two in the vee berth.
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CHARTER CHARTER

“There were defi nitely cheaper options, 
but I’m sure glad I didn’t take them.”

“I researched several options for this type of school. There were defi nitely cheaper 
options, but I’m sure glad I didn’t take them. This was money well spent. We have 

been on two bareboat charters in the BVI since taking the Fast Track course 
earlier this year and WE LOVED IT!”

Steve (and Rebecca) Gann • Van Buren, AR
Fast Track to Cruising®

Sailing courses for all skill levels.
Captiva Island, Florida • Ft. Myers Beach, Florida • St. Petersburg, Florida • Tortola, British Virgin Islands

New York City • Jersey City, New Jersey • St. Michaels, Maryland

888-851-0381
www.OffshoreSailing.com

Over 125,000 Graduates Since 1964

SAILING – Good for You. Good for the World!®

The Off icial 
Sailing School for

oss1172 CY April 2013 ad - w Gann.indd   1 2/8/13   4:36 PM

Charter yachts built by 
Jeanneau & Beneteau

www.coastlinemarine.ca
250-656-7070

SpeCial Offer
as new

2012 Leopard 44
act now and

Save $200,000!
ask us today!

Sailing COurSeS
around Vancouver island

Special on Spring C&l

Winter rateS
apply until end april 30

pay for 7, Sail for 9

OWn a Charter YaCht
affordable Ownership

Victoria Boat Show
april 18 - 21, 2013

BOOk BefOre  
it’S tOO late

www.islandcruising.com
www.coastlinemarine.ca

New Delivery (Base Price)

Leopard 58 ............................ $1,299,000

Leopard 44 ............................... $509,000

Leopard 39 ............................... $379,000

Sunsail 45.................................. $360,000

Sunsail 41.................................. $245,000

Sunsail 38.................................. $210,000

recommeNDeD Pre-owNeD

2005 Leopard 40 ..................... $269,000

2005 Leopard 43 ..................... $275,000

2008 Beneteau 40 ........................ Call Us

2001 Beneteau 393 ...................$99,000

2009 Nordic Tug ...................... $529,000

Charter reSerVatiOnS | 250-656-7070
Sidney & Comox | learn frOm the prOfeSSiOnalS!

Preferred Partner
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CHARTER BROKERAGE

If you know how to Boat or would like to hire an instructor, 
charter one of Blue Pacific’s well-maintained yachts and 
explore Desolation Sound, the Gulf Islands, the San Juans 
or the Sunshine Coast. We are conveniently located on 
Granville Island and offer bareboat charters and Cruise and 
Learn vacations on sail or power boats from 27 to 65 feet. 
To see our fleet, go to www.bluepacificcharters.com then 
call or email us to check availablility.

07416_fullpagead-OP.pdf   1   11-12-06   12:20 PM

Call for spring disCounts!

WHY SKYLINE MARINA?
� 8 Full time Certified Sales Consultants � 20,000 Sq. Ft. Heated Showroom in Orillia
� 2 On-water locations � Celebrating our 53rd year of Sales & Service
� Huge selection of New, Pre-Owned & Brokerage boats � Aggressive Financing Available
� Mobile Service � Several Certified Service Technicians 

Sea Ray 58 Sedan Bridge 
Blue 2006 and a White 2008  
Available 900 MAN diesels.   

From $675,000

2010 Sea Ray 390 Sundancer 
Mercruiser Axius Joystick, Cockpit Air, 

inside our showroom  
NOW $250,000!!!

2012 Sea Ray 500 Sundancer 
Loaded, Zeus/Joystick, hydraulic 

platform, Sat TV and more.   
Only $849,000

Sea Ray 310/330 Sundancer 
Blue 2009, our trade and 2011-2012 

DEMOS HUGE CA$H Savings   
Starting at $159,000

Sea Ray 420 Sedan Bridge 
2 to choose 2004 & 2005 both Diesel 

and nicely optioned.   
From $285,000

2007 Sea Ray 260 Sundancer 
Super Clean 350 MAG Mercruiser B3, 

5kw gen., Air/Heat, GPS   
Asking $66,900

Hatteras 52 Cockpit Motor Yacht  
Fresh Water ONLY!!!  Detroit 8V92 

Inside heated stored   
Asking $299,900

2010 Sea Ray 58 Sundancer 
900 MAN Diesels, night vision, Sat 

TV, Hydraulic Platform, Loaded, MINT.  
Only $1,150,000
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YACHT SALES & BROKERAGE

Jack Pady Marine

www.jackpadymarine.com

www.yachtworld.com/jackpadymarine

Penetanguishene, ON (705) 549-2628

Certified Marine Professionals

Jack Pady

705 529-1828

Gerry Zidner

705 333-0741

40 Sea Ray 400 DA 2000 174,500

40 Trojan 40 Flybridge MY 1980   48,900

39 Bayliner 3988 MY 1995 124,900

38 Silverton 38 Sport Bridge 2005 199,000

38 Carver 380 Santego SE  1994   89,900

38 Chris Craft 380 Continental 1993   39,500  

36 Carver 36 Aft Cabin 1988   49,900

36 Trojan 36 Tri Cabin 1976   26,900 

35 Carver 356 Motor Yacht 2004 149,900

35 Cruisers 3570 Esprit 1995   69,000

35 Prowler 10M Aft Cabin 1987   39,500

35 Chris Craft 350 Catalina 1986   29,500

34 Sea Ray 340 DA 2000   84,500

34 Carver 34 Santego FB 1989   69,900

34 Silverton 34C 1992   48,000

34 Sea Ray 340 Express 1987   22,900

34 Sea Ray 340 Sedan Bridge 1986   19,900

2001 Riviera 43 FB Convertible

T-430HP Cummins Diesel Inboards

Fresh Water Boat , Heated Storage

$319,000 US FUNDS

1980 Mainship 34 Flybridge Sedan Trawler

160HP Perkins Diesel Inboard

Bow Thruster, Extended Bridge, Dinghy

$45,000

1977 Hatteras 37 Convertible

T-370HP  Cummins Diesel Inboards

Inside Storage, Repowered

$99,900

1986 Ticon 30 Cruiser

18HP Volvo Penta Diesel (2002)

Upgrades

$29,900

2004 Albin 35 Hardtop Tournament EX

T-370HP Cummins Diesel Inboards

Fresh Water Boat – Well Equipped

$223,900 US FUNDS

1986 Silverton 40 Convertible

T- Crusaders 350HP Straight Shafts

Survey – 3 Years Old   

$59,000

1981 C & C 37  Cruiser/Racer

3GM Yanmar 30HP Diesel Inboard, 

Large Sail Inventory

$48,000

Your Georgian Bay Yacht Broker

Experience the Jack Pady Marine Difference

Boating

Ontario

Dealer

BOATING

Discover

OMOA

33 Prowler 9M Sunbridge 1990   19,900

32 Carver 3206 Aft Cabin 1983   18,000

31 Tiara 3100 Open 1991   51,500

31 Sea Ray 310 DA 1991   34,500

30 Carver 30 AC 1981   24,900

30 Sea Ray 300 Weekender 1988   21,900   

28 Doral Prestancia 280 2005   89,000

28 Sea Ray 280 DA 2001   49,000

28 Sea Ray 280 DA 1989   29,000

27 Regal 2765 Commodore 2004   69,900

27 Rinker 270 Fiesta Vee 2007   44,500

                                     SAIL

39 Corbin 39 Aft Cockpit 1982   87,000

37 C&C 37 Cruiser 1981   48,000

33 CS33 Shoal Draft Cruiser 1983   29,500

30 Ticon 30 1986   29,900

26 Nonsuch 26 1984   29,900

On Georgian Bay, Penetanguishene, ON

At Hindson Marina

8 to 9 June 2013

Pre-Owned Power and Sail

Member of

.com

YACHTWORLD

10th Annual Jack Pady Marine In-Water Boat Show

�C�a�n� �Y�a�c�h�t� �A�D� �S�P�R�I�N�G� �2�0�1�3

�T�u�e�s�d�a�y�,� �F�e�b�r�u�a�r�y� �1�9�,� �2�0�1�3� �2�:�3�4�:�0�2� �P�M
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www.patsturgeonyachts.com

2006 Hunter 33
$89,900

2011 HANSE 355
$155,000

1985 CS 36 TRADITIONAL
$69,750

2007 HANSE 370
$179,000

1987 BENETEAU FIRST CLASS 12
$49,500

1988 ENDEAVOUR 42 CC
$94,900

1987 SABRE 42
$139,900

1990 Nonsuch Ultra 30  
REDUCED! $74,900

Welcome to the Hanse Family  
The all new Hanse 415  
Hanses are known for 

their exceptional sailing 
performance and luxurious  
yet family friendly interiors  

and the new 415 does  
not disappoint!  

Call for more details  
and pricing.

Introducing the J70 Speedster
Jboats first ramp launch-able 
keelboat! Designed as a high 

performance, easy to own one-
design that is exciting to sail 

and built to last!
Special Package Pricing! 

$49,900

PAT STURGEON YACHTS LTD.
www.patsturgeonyachts.com   -   salesinfo@patsturgeonyachts.com

C&C 30     1979      $29,900
CS 30      4 FROM     $31,900
MIRAGE 30     1984/5      $34,900
TICON 30     1985      $29,900
HUGHES 31     1981      $24,900
C&C 32     1982      $38,900
MIRAGE 32     1989      $29,900
C&C 33 SLOOP    1976      $42,000
C&C 33 MKII     1985      $39,900
CS 33      3 FROM     $37,500
J 100      2006      $95,000
MIRAGE 33     1981      $32,900
VIKING 33     1973      $15,500
C&C 34 SLOOP    1981      $39,800
ALOHA 34     1984      $29,900
FISHER 34 PILOTHOUSE   1979      $69,900
GODERICH 35    2002      $159,000

HANSE 355     2011      $155,000
MIRAGE 35     1984      $41,900
NIAGARA 35    2 FROM     $54,900
BENETEAU OCEANIS 361   2002      $120,000
CS 36 MERLIN    2 FROM     $69,900
CS 36 TRADTIONAL   3 FROM      $57,000
ROBERTS KETCH 36 PILOTHOUSE  1982     $55,000
STARFLIGHT 38 (BY JIM TAYLOR)  1988     $59,900
C&C 37/40     1990      $69,900
HUGHES AURA 40    1984      $119,900
C&C 41     1983      $105,000
YANKEE CLIPPER 41   1977      $119,900
BENETEAU 423    2004      $179,000
WHITBY 42     1973      $65,000
RELIANCE 44    2 FROM     $58,900
BENETEAU OCEANIS 44   1995      $149,000
BENETEAU OCEANIS 461   2000  $199,000

MODEL YEAR PRICE

These are just some of the more than 90 brokerage boats for sale - visit our website for a complete list!

1 Port East, Port Cedit Ontario L5G 4N1 905-278-5100
www.patsturgeonyachts.com

MODEL YEAR PRICE

Pat Sturgeon Yachts sells  
Power Boats too! 

Stop by our office in Port Credit to 
see complete listings  

and information.

Dealers in  
association  
with Hans 
Fogh for;

See the Hanse’s 415 review in this issue  
of Canadian Yachting!
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BROKERAGE

RCR YACHTS Sabre Spirit 36, 386, 426, 456

Your US Brokerage Advantage – Servicing both Canada and the US

Locations on Lake Ontario and Lake Erie
Buffalo . Erie . Rochester . Sodus Point . Youngstown
716-745-3862  E-mail: sail@rcryachts.com

Sail BoatS
SABRE 426 2003 .......................................... $299,900
HUNTER 41 AfT CoCkpiT 2004 ................... $174,000
HUNTER 41 DECk SAloN 2006 ................... $169,900
MoRGAN oi 41 kETCH 1973 ......................... $36,900
TARTAN 41 1975 ............................................ $44,900
BENETEAU oCEANiS 40 2007 ..................... $174,900
BENETEAU fiRST 40.7 2005 ........................ $159,900
JEANNEAU DECk SAloN 2003 ................... $164,900
BENETEAU 393 2006.................................... $139,900
BENETEAU 381 1998...................................... $87,900
CATAliNA 38 1983 ......................................... $34,800
BENETEAU 37 2008...................................... $149,900
BENETEAU 373 2007.................................... $136,900
SEiDElMANN 37 1980................................... $24,900
TARTAN 37 CB 1979....................................... $45,000
TRipp 37 1987 ................................................ $49,900
BENETEAU oCEANiS 36 CC 1998 .................. $89,900
BENETEAU fiRST 36.7 (foUR AvAil) ............. $91,900
SABRE 362 2001 .......................................... $189,000
SABRE 362 1993 .......................................... $129,900
C&C 35-3 1984 ............................................... $39,900
C&C 35-3 1985 ............................................... $39,900
CATAliNA 34 1986 ......................................... $32,900
CATAliNA 34 1987 ......................................... $49,900
HUNTER 340 2001.......................................... $74,900

iRWiN CiTATioN 34 1982 .............................. $19,900
J/34 “SoUNDWAvE” 1985 ............................ $19,900
ClASSiC lUND WooDEN Sloop 1938 ......... $39,995
SABRE 34 fk 1979 ......................................... $28,900
C&C 33-1 1976 ............................................... $20,900
J/33 1989 ....................................................... $39,900
pEARSoN 10M 1973 ...................................... $14,900
BAYfiElD 32 CUTTER 1985 ............................ $42,900
BENETEAU E 32 MoToR SAiloR 1979.......... $14,900
BENETEAU 323 2007...................................... $84,900
MElGES 32 2006............................................ $89,900
BENETEAU oCEANiS 31 2011 (TWo) .......... $113,900
pEARSoN 31-2 1988 ...................................... $35,900
TARTAN 31 1990 ............................................ $49,900
AlliED CHANCE 30-30 1973............................ $5,900
C&C 30 1974 ..................................................v19,900
C&C REDWiNG 30 1969................................... $8,900
CATAliNA 30 1975 ......................................... $11,500
MUMM 30 1997............................................. $84,900
pEARSoN 30 1973 ......................................... $12,500
pEARSoN 30 1978 ......................................... $13,900
C&C 29-1 1977 ............................................... $16,400
C&C 29-2 1984 ............................................... $24,900
HUNTER 290 2000.......................................... $39,900
BENETEAU 281 1999...................................... $36,900
C&C 27-5 1988 ............................................... $19,900

CATAliNA 27 1982 ........................................... $6,500
ERiCSoN 27 1976............................................. $5,900
HUNTER 27 2005............................................ $49,900
HUNTER 27 2005............................................ $46,900
o’DAY 27 1977 ................................................. $7,500
CATAliNA CApRi 26 Wk 1990 ....................... $16,900
S2 8.0 1983 ...................................................... $5,995
CAl 25 Mkii 1978 ............................................ $4,300
J/22 #909 1988 W/TRAilER .......................... $13,900
 
Power BoatS
EGG HARBoR GolDEN EGG  
SpoRT fiSHERMAN ‘82 ...............................$124,900
JEffERSoN MoNTiCEllo 48 1988 ............. $149,900
BAYliNER 4387 MoToR YACHT 1991 ........... $76,900
MAXUM 4100 SCR 1997.............................. $119,900
SEA RAY 410 SUNDANCER 2000 ................ $115,000
BAYliNER 4087 1999 ..................................... $99,500
BAYliNER 3888 MoToRYACHT 1989 ............ $79,900
CHRiS CRAfT RoAMER 1968......................... $15,900
SEA RAY 38 SUNDANCER 2006 .................. $189,900
AERoCAT 36 EXploRER poWERCAT 2010 .. $139,900
MAiNSHip 36 NANTUCkET  
DoUBlE CABiN 1988 ..................................... $64,900
TRoJAN 36 TRi CABiN 1974.......................... $11,900
WEllCRAfT 3600 MARTiNiqUE 1995........... $48,900

CHRiS CRAfT CATAliNA AfT CABiN 1974 .... $24,900
TiARA 3500 1995 ......................................... $106,900
DoNZi Z32SS 2002 ...................................... $104,900
THoMpSoN 3100 SANTA CRUZ 1993 ........... $23,900
CHRiS CRAfT CRoWNE 30 1995 ................... $21,900
SEA RAY 300 DA SUNDANCER 2006 ............ $84,900
SEA RAY 300 DA SUNDANCER 1989 ............ $22,900
SEA RAY 300 SEDAN BRiDGE 1987............... $19,900
SpoRTCRAfT fiSHMASTER 1990 .................... $9,900
TiARA 3000 opEN 2008 ............................... $179,000
BAYliNER 2950 ENCoUNTER 1980 ................. $9,900
pRoliNE 2950 1999 ....................................... $45,900
SEA RAY 290 SUNDANCER 1993 .................. $22,900
SEA RAY 290 SUNDANCER 2000 .................. $52,900
WHiTTlEY CRUiSERS 2800 SD 2008 ............. $69,900
BERTRAM 28 flYBRiDGE 1982 ...................... $27,995
CARvER 2807 RiviERA 1982 .......................... $14,900
REGAl 2860 CoMMoDoRE 2004 .................. $65,900
SEA RAY 270 SUNDANCER 1998 .................. $31,900
CRoWNliNE 250CR 2006 .............................. $44,900
BAYliNER 225 BoWRiDER 2004.................... $14,900

Serving 
Great Lakes 
Sailors for 
41 years, 
1972-2013

www.rcryachts.com

PRICES SHOWN IN US FUNDS

farpointmarine.com
Fred Warriner
fwarriner@farpointmarine.com

Direct: 604 209 2464
Toll free: 877 822 0354

Visit our website for updated pricing and details

40 Formula PC 2006   
Twin Yanmar diesels, generator, Raymarine electronics, tender, Sea 
Wise Davit. Economical cruise and very low hours. $294,000

39 Tiara Convertible 2006 
Original owner. Cummins power, 
full electronics, Sat TV & phone, 
watermaker, inverter, furnace, 
glass windshield, teak interior, 
cockpit controls, much more 
$469,000

290 Sea Ray Amberjack 
2002 One owner. Twin 5.0 
Merc MPI B3 FWC. All service 
records. Boathouse kept 
summer/warehouse kept winter. 
Immaculate and loaded with 
options. $58,000

48 Alaskan - New! 
Purpose built for Northwest 
cruising, fishing and adventuring. 
Moorage included until July 1st 
2013. $680,000

305 Boston Whaler 2006 
Twin Merc Verado 4 strokes. Low 
hours. Garmin electronics. Low 
hours and rigged for fishing.
$125,000

54 Hatteras 2007  - Legendary Hatteras quality, luxury and 
capabilities. Many Northwest options included. Cruise and fish  
the entire west coats in absolute comfort. Twin Caterpillar power.

44 Sea Ray Sedan Bridge 2006 
Equipped with dark cherry interior, 
full cockpit canvas, bow thruster, 
washer/dryer, electronics, AB 
inflatable, electric Sea Wise. 
Excellent condition, Very well priced. 
$294,000

Rayburn 82 2002 Spacious comfortable and sophisticated. Ready 
to cruise.

44 Sea Ray Sedan Bridge 2007 –  Original owner, and low hours on 
Cummins power. Diesel furnace, watermaker, Sat TV, bow thruster, 
spare props, tender w / Sea Wise davit. $315,000
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Far Point engages a team of  
experienced marine professionals 
ready to respond to any project,  
service need, or emergency including:

• Electronics Installation, Calibration 
and Repair

• Furnace and Inverter Installation

• Electrical Installation and Repair

• Captain Services/Transport and 
Relocation of Vessels

• Fibreglass Repairs

• Diving & Inspection Services

• Propeller Installation and Repair

• Interior and Exterior Detailing

Yacht Management Services - 
contact Far Point Marine to schedule 
regular inspections to keep your yacht 
ready to cruise at all times.

FAR POINT MARINE

SERvIcE ANd YAchT 
MANAgEMENT TEAM

28 Formula SS 2006  
Twin Mercruiser FWC  w/ B3 
drives. Large cabin with dinette/ 
V Berth, enclosed head. Full 
canvas. Less than 150 hours.
$65,000

SISTERSHIP
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New 2013 huNter 33

you sPeak oF our service, 
our rePutatioN sPeaks For itselF

Hunter #1 In North America

New 2013 huNter 50ac 

Specialty SELLS boats. Visit www.specialtyyachts.com to view our listings and all of our recent sales.

Granville island, No. 102-1676 Duranleau street, vancouver, british columbia, v6h 3s4  
Phone 604.689.7491   toll-free 1.800.665.2336   email info@specialty-yachts.com   www.specialtyyachts.comWe are a 100% endorsed Certified Professional YaCht Brokerage

yachts for sale

2000 Hunter 380

$109,900

1987 reliance 37

solD

2008 Ocean alexander 50

solD

2001 Hunter Hc50

$217,000

2002 MainsHip 34 pilOt sedan

solD

2000 Hunter 340

$69.900

sistership

Lawrence Fronczek  
CPYB

Ian Libke  
CPYB

John Burley  
CPYB

Evan SeysBruce Kennedy  

huNter 33 wiNs best comPact cruiser (30-35 Ft)

latest 2013 moDels have arriveD!latest 2013 moDels have arriveD!

latest 2013 moDels have arriveD!

1982 c&c 30 MKii

$34,900

1995 Bayliner 3587

$89,900

1978 catalina 30

$25,900

2000 Hunter 380

solD

new 2012 Hunter e36

at our Docks

1999 Hunter 380

solD

Specialty hosts North America’s largest Hunter celebration.

the all New 2013 huNter 40. 
 

this 40th aNNiversary moDel 
sets a New beNchmark  
iN DesiGN, PerFormaNce  

aND luxury.

Sales are good, your listing is needed

2003 Hunter 420 passage

$189,900

Customers regularly share on these pages their experiences both owning a Hunter and 
working with the team at Specialty Yachts. One weekend a year, we at Specialty Yachts 
have an opportunity to say thank you and bring together the Hunter community to share, 
learn and have some fun. It’s a great way to kick off the boating season! For over twenty 
three years we have invited all our Hunter friends to join us for our long weekend and for 
at least a decade continues to be the largest rendezvous in North America.

Book your spot now for the much anticipated 2013 Hunter Rendezvous at Telegraph 
Harbour Marina on Thetis Island May 31 – June 2nd. To register, please visit:  
www.specialty-yachts.com. We look forward to seeing you all there!

Sincerely,

Your Specialty Yachts team

2007 Hunter 38

sale PeNDiNG

New 2013 huNter 40

1987 Fraser 30

sale PeNDiNG

1997 Hunter 376

sale PeNDiNG
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three years we have invited all our Hunter friends to join us for our long weekend and for 
at least a decade continues to be the largest rendezvous in North America.

Book your spot now for the much anticipated 2013 Hunter Rendezvous at Telegraph 
Harbour Marina on Thetis Island May 31 – June 2nd. To register, please visit:  
www.specialty-yachts.com. We look forward to seeing you all there!

Sincerely,

Your Specialty Yachts team
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www.blackfishmarine.com | 604-669-8081 | 1-800-796-8081

BLACKFISH MARINE
L u x u r y  y a c h t  S a L e S

Open 7 days a week to serve you better! Located on Granville Island, Vancouver, BC. 
www.blackfishmarine.com

New Exclusive Yacht Leasing Program Available on ALL Blackfish Inventory,  
New, Pre-Owned or Factory Orders… Inquire for Details.

Check out 80+ 
yacht listings  
& view our 

boats in action!

sCan QR fOR VIRtuaL tOuRs

120' Spirit of 2010 Platinum  ......... Inquire for Details
80' Mystica Skylounge 2007 ............. Inquire for Details
72’  Vitech Motor Yacht (Many Upgrades) ..Inquire for Details
65' Marquis 2008, 3 to choose from .......... $1,499,000
59' Marquis 2007 Markham Edition ...................... SOLD!
57’ Carver Voyager (Stabilized) 2001 ................$479,000
53’ Carver 1999 (Reduced!) ...............................$309,000 
500 Marquis Sport Bridge 2009 ..............LEASE OR BUY
500 Marquis Sport Bridge 2011 ..............LEASE OR BUY
500 Marquis Sport Coupe 2009 .......................$888,000

46’ 2006 Carver 444 CPMY ..................................... SOLD! 
45' Silverton Convertible 2006 .........................$429,000
44' Sea Ray Sundancer 2007 ............................$399,000
42’ Seama (New 2012) (Bring offers)  ............$450,000
39’ Bayliner 3988 (New Listing) .......................$119,000
36’ Carver Sedan 2003 (Twin Diesel) ...............$153,999
35’ Fountain Lightning 1999 ...............................$79,000
35’ Carver 355 Aft Cabin 1995 (Twin Diesel) .....$119,900
34’ Formula PC 2007 (Boat Shed Kept) ..........$179,000
34’ Sea Ray 340 Sundancer 2007 ....................$149,000 

34’ Cruisers 340 Express 2007 (Immaculate) ......$169,000
32’ Cruisers 320 Express 2005 (Reduced!) .......$79,000
31’ 2008 Formula 31PC  ...................................$135,000
31’ 2008 Formula 310SS ....................................$115,000 
31’ Chaparral 310 2006 (Bring Offers) ................. SOLD!
30’ Baja S.S.T. includes triple axel trailer 2008 ....$79,000
30’ Bayliner 305’s 2 to choose from starting at ........$49,000
28' Cruisers 280 Express 2004 (New Canvas) .....$55,000
27’ Bayliner 275 2005 .........................................$38,000
21’ Ranger Tug R21 Extended Cabin 2010 ......$49,500 

new Maritimo M45

myblackfish

Marquis 500 sportbridge

Marquis 630 sport Yacht
available for sale or Lease available for sale or Lease

On our Docks & available for sale or Lease
Marquis 500 sportbridge, two available - 2009 and 2011Factory clearance pricing - Huge savings!

CRuIseRs YaChts

will deliver in  
Canada, U.S. MexiCO  

Or the BahaMaS!
you 

Must 

see tHis 

boat!
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1999 40’ MaxuM  
Boathouse Kept, Only 1500 Hrs on Her twin 
320 Hp Cummins Diesel Engines, Very Pop-
ular Aft Cabin model Features a Queen Sized 
Island Berth , Two Vacu-flush Heads, Hardtop 
Over Aft. Deck. Boathouse At Crescent Beach 

Marina also Available.  $149,900

1978 40’ Marine Trader Tri Cabin  
Twin Economical Ford Lehman Diesel Engines, 

Beautiful Teak Interior, Updated Propane 
System, Large Aft. Cabin, Vacu-Flush Head 

$65,000

1986 Chris CrafT CaTalina 281  
Built In Uniflite Factory, Original Engines with 
Only 680 Hrs, New Risers, Only Two Owners, 
Very Rare Factory Hard Top. Owner Is Very 

Motivated to Move This Boat, Don’t Miss Your 
Chance To Own Your Own Chris Craft. Fresh 

Survey Available $24,900

1979 28’ Trend  
Twin 5.0 Liter Volvo Engines (980/937 Hrs) 
With 280 Legs, New Water Tank, Risers & 

Manifolds, Both legs serviced, New Canvas, 
Steering Serviced, Engines Tuned In 2009. 

This Is A Turn-Key Boat.  
$24,995

1976 36’ unifliTe  
Very Fuel Efficient New In 2003 Twin Daewoo 

Diesel Engines, Bow Thruster, Blister Free, 
Full Bridge & Camper Canvas, Radar & GPS, 
Windlass, 1000 Watt Inverter, Lower Controls 

At Aft. Deck. Priced To Sell   
$24,995

1979 32’ bayliner ConquesT sunbridge 
Boathouse kept, Very Stable 11’ 11 in. Beam, 
Engines Rebuilt in 1991, C/W Polaris Dingy, 

lots Of Wood Trim, Very Large Aft. Cabin, Boat 
In Above Average Condition, Professionally 

Maintained. Boathouse Also available 
$29,950

2006 32’ Proline exPress  
This immaculate boat is turnkey. The owner 
has purchased a new boat so this one has to 
go. Merc 225 Verado’s with Only 500 hours, 
5kw Kohler generator, a/c, flat screen TV, bait 

well fish boxes with macerator pumps. The list 
goes on and on $109,000 

2004 34’ searay 340 sundanCer  
Navman GPS, Inverter, SMX Reverse Air Heat 

& Air Conditioning, Clarion Sound System, 
Ridged Hull Inflatable C/W 8 Hp Yamaha 

Kicker On A Sea- Wise Davit System. Fully 
Loaded and Ready to Cruise  

$99,900

2008 bosTon Whaler 180 daunTless  
A family tradition of outstanding versatility for 
all kinds of boating activities, serious fishing, 

waters ports or comfortable cruising. It’s 
loaded with standard fishing features, such 

as rod holders and casting space for multiple 
anglers, including a full-width aft casting deck 

that converts to a bench seat. $38,995

2000 35’ Carver 326 afT. Cabin  
Great “turn-Key” family boat. Easy to operate 

for a novice boater. Big volume in a small 
package with a well laid out aft cabin design 

$59,990

1989 28’ fairbanks sedan  
Perfect West Coast Cruiser for a Couple or 

Small Family, Top End of both Engines Rebuilt 
In 2010, Reliable & Economical. Very Clean, 
Pride of Ownership Shows, Slip Available @ 

Crescent Beach Marina for this boat, Moorage 
Paid until March 31/2013  $39,995

1976 23’ aquarius 23 9.9 Mercury Extra 
Long Shaft Outboard (2008) C/W Tilt, Controls, 
& Electric Start. Generator, Port-a- Potti, Two 
New Windows, Stainless Steel Railing, Raised 

Roof, Winch, VHF Radio, Sounder, Shore Power 
C/W Cord, Sink, Three Batteries, 2011 Survey 
Available, Swing Keel, Trail able, Roller Furling, 

Removable Rudder  $5995

2004 sea doo gTx-4 TeCh  
New Pump & Battery, Rebuilt Coolant Plate 
& Supercharger. Turn Key, Needs Nothing. 

Comes With Trailer.  
$8,500

1983 36’ unifliTe afT Cabin  
Twin Volvo Diesel Engines, Post Blister, Two 
Year Old RIB C/W 9.9 Hp Mercury Motor,7.5 

KW Gen-Set, Custom Hard Top, New Batteries, 
Updated Electronics, Transferable Moorage @ 

Crescent Beach Marina  
$64,950

1981 30’ CaMPion advenTure 300  
Very Economical Long Range  Cruising 
With Her Single six Cylinder Mercruiser 

Engine. Stable 11’ 11” Beam. New Holding & 
Water Tanks, New Marine Battery Charger & 
Batteries, New VHF Radio. Updated Interior. 

$23,000

Cresent BeaCh Marina
Call

604-538-9666
or afTer hours ConTaCT

derM Connors
604-230-544712555 CresenT road, surrey bC, Canada. v4a2v4

Boathouses For Sale With Moorage - From 40’ to 65’ - Prices from $25,000 to $100,000

We have slips available from 20’ - 50’ on a yearly basis
“View all our boats online at www.crescentbeachmarina.com”

1997 35’ Carver Bosch On-Demand Water 
Heater, Seawise Davit System, New Simrad 

Touch Screen Navigation System (GPS.Radar), 
New Fusion Sound System C/W Sirius Tuner, 

New Sealand Masterflush Toilet, New Magnum 
Inverter/Charger C/W Six Golf cart Batteries, 
Rebuilt Stbd Engine, Assumable Moorage @ 

Crescent Beach Marina for this Boat $79,950

tivoli

PORT MOODY LOCATION
3034 ST. JOhN’S STReeT, 

PORT MOODY, BC  V3h 2C5
604-461-3434

ABBOTSfORD LOCATION
#101-31324 PeARDONVILLe ROAD

ABBOTSfORD, BC V2T 6K8
604-854-3440

* plus freight and PDI

Marine Centre

HigHfield 420
Aluminium hull 14ft, powered by Yamaha F40, 
Electric start, Power tilt $16,995*.

Only 
$16,995*

ZOdiac Bayrunner 340.  
Power by Yamaha F20, electric start & 
power tilt. For only $12,900*.

Only 
$12,900*

2013 ZOdiac PrO OPen 650
Powered by a New Yamaha F150, Includes 
galvanized trailer $52,995*.

Only 
$52,995*

neW 20’ avOn 620 riBs, 
With used Yamaha F115X, New EZloader 
trailer. 10 year warranty on boat. Now only 
$26,995*.

Only 
$26,995*

neW 2012 ZOdiac yl340 
Deluxe powered by Yamaha F40LA for only 
$19,995*.

Only 
$19,995*

ZOdiac Bayrunner 310.  
Powered by Yamaha F20! Electric start,
Power tilt, BOAT SHOW PRICED! $9,995*.

Only 
$9,995*

NOw 2 LOcatiONs!

PORT MOODY 604-461-3434

ABBOTSfORD 604-854-3440
www.gACheCKPOINT.COM

 2013’s NOW IN sTOCK!
yamaHa
ar242 limited s yamaHa ar192 yamaHa 212X

incredible deal!!

register at gachecheckpoint.com for 
our on the water demo day may 12th
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New ListiNgs

expeditioN Charter

YaChts for saLe

John Pillsbury
778-886-8695

Don hoPlock
604-231-9171

rich roberts
604-880-3806

chris baker
604-729-0719

Gerry Prefontaine
604-724-6788

at skyline marina - 7851 river roaD, 
richmonD, bc. v6X 1X8, canaDa.

Jesse burch
604-250-7972

DaviD rossi
604-306-9375

caPt. heiko hansen
604-760-6500

Do you alreaDy own a boat anD want to traDe up or Down in size?   
Call our brokers now... they will finD your next Dream boat!

YaCht resort CLub

Charter or purChase

127’ Custom mega yaCht launChing 2012  
Opulent accommodations abound on this World Class Yacht. 

Huge Interior Space, 6 Ensuited Staterooms, Skylounge, 
Fantastic Finishing.  amazing priCe!  

Call riCh roberts for Details 604-880-3806

 52’ hollanD pilothouse motor yaCht  
Very roomy and comfortable 2 stateroom/2head cruising yacht 

with only 330 hours on twin Detroit Diesels. Large salon for 
entertaining. Easy to board via swim platform & large Fishing 

Cockpit. 13’ Whaler c/w 40hp O/B. Very well priced  
at only $279,000. Call John 778-886-8695

131’ worlD Class Cruising yaCht 
Ocean crossing range, luxurious accommoda-

tions, built to a very high standard. Nearing 
completion. Buy now and pick your final fin-

ishes. Excellent price. Call riCh 604-880-3806

53’ selene pilothouse 2006 Designed 
for comfortable & fuel efficient offshore 

or coastal passage making. Many factory 
upgrades. only $895,000us 

Call Heiko 604-760-6500

40’ bill garDen pilothouse Cutter 
Set up for blue water cruising well  

equipped and maintained.  
only $69,000  

Call John 778-886-8695

albemarle 28’  
Proven Express Fisher with Great Hull 

Design, Well Appointed cabin & Luxury 
Details... Buy the Best! 

Call Rich for Details 604-880-3806

50’ granD houseboat 1998 Spacious 
1500 sq.ft., 3 Bedroom /2 Bathroom floating 

vacation home and more! Full Kitchen, large 
deck, water slide, great revenue potential.

only $49,000 . Call heiko 604-760-6500

57’ gulf CommanDer  
Well built 2 stateroom, 2 head yacht with 

many upgrades. Twin Cummins. Transferable 
moorage in False Creek. only $99,900.  

Call John 778-886-8695

45’ Jenneau DeCk salon 2008
Exquisite 2 stateroom/2 head yacht with many 
upgrades incl. bow thruster, diesel hydronic 

furnace, Sunbrella enclosure, dual helm, walk 
through transom. Call John  778-886-8695

2011 albemarle 41’ Convertible
Fish in Style & Comfort. 2 Luxurious Cabins, 

Full Galley & Large Salon.  
Special Introductory Pricing! 

Call Rich 604-880-3806 

39’ hollins sloop 2002 Strong and fast 
steel, offshore vessel. Quiet & warm fully 
insulated hull. Low hours on economical 

Yanmar diesel. A must see well built sailboat!  
only $69,000 ... Call gerry 604-724-6788

This 105’ beautifully restored Gentleman’s 
Yacht will be cruising from the Caribbean 

to Vancouver on a 12 week expedition. 
Charter opportunities for different legs 

of the journey for up to 8 guests with full 
service. Expressions of interest are  

now being accepted.  
Call riCh for Details. 604-880-3806  
 rroberts@meriDianyaChts.Ca

38’ bayliner 3888
Twin Hino 174 Diesels for a 14 knot 
cruise. Well cared for twin state-
room yacht. Trades considered.

Call John for Details
778-886-8695

introDuCing henley  
aluminum boats  

Canadian made, High Quality, 
Welded Aluminum boats for 
Pleasure or Commercial use. 
Lapstrake or flush strake hull. 

Call heiko for Details 
604-760-6500

Join our exClusive Club  
Join our Exclusive Club and enjoy fantastic cruising aboard beautiful, 

fully crewed Yachts like these in some of the Best Destinations  
in the World... Call Rich for details 604-880-3806 or 

rroberts@meridianyachts.ca

42’ tri-Cabin motor yaCht - only $149,900 Very comfortable  
salon, full galley, separate dining, 2 staterooms, 2 heads, heated & 

enclosed flybridge and aft deck, many recent upgrades. 
Call Rich for details on purchase or charter. 604-880-3806

www.meridianyachts.ca
 

saLes • Charter • fraCtioNaL owNership • MaNageMeNt

This One sOld

Now Sellin
g Hull #

4

60’ leClerCq 2011 - 5 State-
rooms each with private head. 

Currently the heart of a successful 
charter business. “Expedition 

Class” vessel. Great opportunity.  
Call heiko for Details 

604-760-6500

Leech Island: Picturesque 3.3-acre private island 
gem in the southern Gulf Islands, fully forested 
with old-growth fir and arbutus. Protected 
moorage, 2bdrm cottage with partial basement, 
good domestic water supply and separate 
dockside building.                               $997,500

Read Island, Evans Bay: Trophy property! 
Old homestead. 42-acre fully forested 
peninsula, 7000ft  oceanfront, great moorage 
potential. Subdividable. Beaches prolific 
with shellfish, spectacular location in the  
Discovery Islands.                                 $490,000

Quatsino Sound Oceanfront: West coast 
Vancouver Island. 14 oceanfront acres, 150ft 
easy access shorefront, 780sqft 2bedroom 
home, with electricity and well. Ideal for year-
round living or vacation home as zoning allows 
additional cabins.                                 $229,000

Minstrel Island, BC Central Coast: Oceanfront 
acreages with wells, internal road access, onsite 
improvements and spectacular marine views,  
on the southern tip of the island. Zoning 
permits two dwellings. Access to Knight Inlet.  
                                           $54,000 - $170,000

Schloss Island, Quatsino Sound: Truly 
spectacular 82-acre forested private island, NW 
coast Vancouver Island location in Koprino 
Harbour. Subdividable to 10 acres. Beautiful 
beaches, well-protected, natural springs. 1km 
from road and boat launch.                 $987,000

Quatsino Sound Oceanfront Acreage: NW 
Vancouver Island. 106 acres in two separate 
titles. 1300+ft of low-bank easy access south-
facing oceanfront, small creek through the 
property, forest service road access, zoning 
permits subdivision.                           $259,000

Sharpes Bay, BC Sunshine Coast: On Malaspina 
Peninsula. Truly exclusive 103 acre Coastal 
Community Development. 3.7 acres, new 
1680sqft contemporary guest home “The Lantern 
House”. Caretaker, private marina, club house. 
Mins from Desolation Sound.           $1,495,000

Ruxton Island Oceanfront: An appealing and 
affordable nicely treed oceanfront acre in  
the NW Gulf Islands. Scenic views across 
Pylades Channel toward Valdes Island. 121ft of 
medium bank frontage and southern exposure. 
Water access.                                      $180,000

Hull Island Acreage, BC Central Coast: 160 
acres on this 240 acre island, with the remaining 
80 acres Crown land. Diverse topography and 
beautiful second growth forest. Protected, east 
of the Cracroft Islands, near Knight Inlet and 
Johnstone Strait.                                  $695,000

Ed: 250.287.0011  Shelley: 250.830.4435  Toll Free: 800.563.7322
edhandja@bcoceanfront.com & shelleymckay@bcoceanfront.com

Your BC OCeanfrOnt team  
Specializing in Unique Coastal Real Estate in British Columbia

Ed Handja Personal Real Estate Corporation & SHEllEy McKay
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Cordero Channel: One of the few remaining 
substantial oceanfront acreages. 178 forested 
oceanfront acres with 3700ft of diverse shoreline, 
southern exposure and a year round creek. 
One of BC’s most amazing south central coast  
regions!                                                 $1,160,000

Malaspina Peninsula Oceanfront: Penrose 
Bay Estates. 2633sqft appealing West Coast 
cottage-style home. Amazing wood trims, quality 
finishing details, covered decks, sunroom, lots 
of extras! Overlooking the tranquil waters of 
Okeover Inlet.                                      $449,500

NEW
 PRICE

Decourcy Island Oceanfront: Undeveloped forested 
1 acre oceanfront in a convenient southern  
Gulf Islands location. All-weather moorage 
available in Pirates Cove where you can access 
the internal road system. Build your dream home 
or cottage here!                                  $180,000

NEW
 PRICE



   

New ListiNgs

expeditioN Charter

YaChts for saLe

John Pillsbury
778-886-8695

Don hoPlock
604-231-9171

rich roberts
604-880-3806

chris baker
604-729-0719

Gerry Prefontaine
604-724-6788

at skyline marina - 7851 river roaD, 
richmonD, bc. v6X 1X8, canaDa.

Jesse burch
604-250-7972

DaviD rossi
604-306-9375

caPt. heiko hansen
604-760-6500

Do you alreaDy own a boat anD want to traDe up or Down in size?   
Call our brokers now... they will finD your next Dream boat!

YaCht resort CLub

Charter or purChase

127’ Custom mega yaCht launChing 2012  
Opulent accommodations abound on this World Class Yacht. 

Huge Interior Space, 6 Ensuited Staterooms, Skylounge, 
Fantastic Finishing.  amazing priCe!  

Call riCh roberts for Details 604-880-3806

 52’ hollanD pilothouse motor yaCht  
Very roomy and comfortable 2 stateroom/2head cruising yacht 

with only 330 hours on twin Detroit Diesels. Large salon for 
entertaining. Easy to board via swim platform & large Fishing 

Cockpit. 13’ Whaler c/w 40hp O/B. Very well priced  
at only $279,000. Call John 778-886-8695

131’ worlD Class Cruising yaCht 
Ocean crossing range, luxurious accommoda-

tions, built to a very high standard. Nearing 
completion. Buy now and pick your final fin-

ishes. Excellent price. Call riCh 604-880-3806

53’ selene pilothouse 2006 Designed 
for comfortable & fuel efficient offshore 

or coastal passage making. Many factory 
upgrades. only $895,000us 

Call Heiko 604-760-6500

40’ bill garDen pilothouse Cutter 
Set up for blue water cruising well  

equipped and maintained.  
only $69,000  

Call John 778-886-8695

albemarle 28’  
Proven Express Fisher with Great Hull 

Design, Well Appointed cabin & Luxury 
Details... Buy the Best! 

Call Rich for Details 604-880-3806

50’ granD houseboat 1998 Spacious 
1500 sq.ft., 3 Bedroom /2 Bathroom floating 

vacation home and more! Full Kitchen, large 
deck, water slide, great revenue potential.

only $49,000 . Call heiko 604-760-6500

57’ gulf CommanDer  
Well built 2 stateroom, 2 head yacht with 

many upgrades. Twin Cummins. Transferable 
moorage in False Creek. only $99,900.  

Call John 778-886-8695

45’ Jenneau DeCk salon 2008
Exquisite 2 stateroom/2 head yacht with many 
upgrades incl. bow thruster, diesel hydronic 

furnace, Sunbrella enclosure, dual helm, walk 
through transom. Call John  778-886-8695

2011 albemarle 41’ Convertible
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Full Galley & Large Salon.  
Special Introductory Pricing! 

Call Rich 604-880-3806 

39’ hollins sloop 2002 Strong and fast 
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insulated hull. Low hours on economical 

Yanmar diesel. A must see well built sailboat!  
only $69,000 ... Call gerry 604-724-6788

This 105’ beautifully restored Gentleman’s 
Yacht will be cruising from the Caribbean 

to Vancouver on a 12 week expedition. 
Charter opportunities for different legs 

of the journey for up to 8 guests with full 
service. Expressions of interest are  

now being accepted.  
Call riCh for Details. 604-880-3806  
 rroberts@meriDianyaChts.Ca

38’ bayliner 3888
Twin Hino 174 Diesels for a 14 knot 
cruise. Well cared for twin state-
room yacht. Trades considered.

Call John for Details
778-886-8695

introDuCing henley  
aluminum boats  

Canadian made, High Quality, 
Welded Aluminum boats for 
Pleasure or Commercial use. 
Lapstrake or flush strake hull. 

Call heiko for Details 
604-760-6500

Join our exClusive Club  
Join our Exclusive Club and enjoy fantastic cruising aboard beautiful, 

fully crewed Yachts like these in some of the Best Destinations  
in the World... Call Rich for details 604-880-3806 or 

rroberts@meridianyachts.ca

42’ tri-Cabin motor yaCht - only $149,900 Very comfortable  
salon, full galley, separate dining, 2 staterooms, 2 heads, heated & 

enclosed flybridge and aft deck, many recent upgrades. 
Call Rich for details on purchase or charter. 604-880-3806

www.meridianyachts.ca
 

saLes • Charter • fraCtioNaL owNership • MaNageMeNt

This One sOld

Now Sellin
g Hull #

4

60’ leClerCq 2011 - 5 State-
rooms each with private head. 

Currently the heart of a successful 
charter business. “Expedition 

Class” vessel. Great opportunity.  
Call heiko for Details 

604-760-6500

Leech Island: Picturesque 3.3-acre private island 
gem in the southern Gulf Islands, fully forested 
with old-growth fir and arbutus. Protected 
moorage, 2bdrm cottage with partial basement, 
good domestic water supply and separate 
dockside building.                               $997,500

Read Island, Evans Bay: Trophy property! 
Old homestead. 42-acre fully forested 
peninsula, 7000ft  oceanfront, great moorage 
potential. Subdividable. Beaches prolific 
with shellfish, spectacular location in the  
Discovery Islands.                                 $490,000

Quatsino Sound Oceanfront: West coast 
Vancouver Island. 14 oceanfront acres, 150ft 
easy access shorefront, 780sqft 2bedroom 
home, with electricity and well. Ideal for year-
round living or vacation home as zoning allows 
additional cabins.                                 $229,000

Minstrel Island, BC Central Coast: Oceanfront 
acreages with wells, internal road access, onsite 
improvements and spectacular marine views,  
on the southern tip of the island. Zoning 
permits two dwellings. Access to Knight Inlet.  
                                           $54,000 - $170,000

Schloss Island, Quatsino Sound: Truly 
spectacular 82-acre forested private island, NW 
coast Vancouver Island location in Koprino 
Harbour. Subdividable to 10 acres. Beautiful 
beaches, well-protected, natural springs. 1km 
from road and boat launch.                 $987,000

Quatsino Sound Oceanfront Acreage: NW 
Vancouver Island. 106 acres in two separate 
titles. 1300+ft of low-bank easy access south-
facing oceanfront, small creek through the 
property, forest service road access, zoning 
permits subdivision.                           $259,000

Sharpes Bay, BC Sunshine Coast: On Malaspina 
Peninsula. Truly exclusive 103 acre Coastal 
Community Development. 3.7 acres, new 
1680sqft contemporary guest home “The Lantern 
House”. Caretaker, private marina, club house. 
Mins from Desolation Sound.           $1,495,000

Ruxton Island Oceanfront: An appealing and 
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the NW Gulf Islands. Scenic views across 
Pylades Channel toward Valdes Island. 121ft of 
medium bank frontage and southern exposure. 
Water access.                                      $180,000

Hull Island Acreage, BC Central Coast: 160 
acres on this 240 acre island, with the remaining 
80 acres Crown land. Diverse topography and 
beautiful second growth forest. Protected, east 
of the Cracroft Islands, near Knight Inlet and 
Johnstone Strait.                                  $695,000

Ed: 250.287.0011  Shelley: 250.830.4435  Toll Free: 800.563.7322
edhandja@bcoceanfront.com & shelleymckay@bcoceanfront.com

Your BC OCeanfrOnt team  
Specializing in Unique Coastal Real Estate in British Columbia

Ed Handja Personal Real Estate Corporation & SHEllEy McKay
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Cordero Channel: One of the few remaining 
substantial oceanfront acreages. 178 forested 
oceanfront acres with 3700ft of diverse shoreline, 
southern exposure and a year round creek. 
One of BC’s most amazing south central coast  
regions!                                                 $1,160,000

Malaspina Peninsula Oceanfront: Penrose 
Bay Estates. 2633sqft appealing West Coast 
cottage-style home. Amazing wood trims, quality 
finishing details, covered decks, sunroom, lots 
of extras! Overlooking the tranquil waters of 
Okeover Inlet.                                      $449,500

NEW
 PRICE

Decourcy Island Oceanfront: Undeveloped forested 
1 acre oceanfront in a convenient southern  
Gulf Islands location. All-weather moorage 
available in Pirates Cove where you can access 
the internal road system. Build your dream home 
or cottage here!                                  $180,000

NEW
 PRICE
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STAR CLIPPERS

Luxury European Sailings - Save up to 60%

Your Guide to Great Vacations - Don’t Delay Call Today - Toll Free 1.866.870.1377 
Toronto 416.840.3448  Newmarket 289.470.5444  Visit us at europatravel.ca and like us on
163 Main Street South  | Newmarket | Ontario | Canada TICO #50014161 

•  Spain & Morocco  7 Night Sailings  from $1492 per person

•  Western Mediterranean  6-11 Night Sailings  from $1519 per person

•  Eastern Mediterranean  7-11 Night Sailings  from $1629 per person

•  Northern Europe  6-11 Night Sailings  from $1650 per person

SAVE  
UP TO  
60%

14722 64th Avenue, Surrey, BC 
604-595-5075  www.rcb.ca

Royal City Bedding
& Upholstery

Manufacturer of Custom 
Upholstery, Cushions and 

Mattresses

Come see our new expanded showroom

Introducing WinchRite 
Winch Drive by Sailology
A Real Cordless Electric Winch Handle.

Now Available at the CY Store

www.canadianyachting.ca/cystore

The new WinchRite Cordless Electric 
Winch Drive is the recipient of a 2010 
NMMA Innovation Award! It is compact, 
lightweight, and extremely easy to use. 
Winchrite will drive your standard 
winches as if they were electric. The 
exterior housing is a composite of ABS 
and PC plastics resulting in superior 
durability and strength, with integrated non-skid rubber inlays. Designed specifically 
for use on a sailboat's winches, it achieves 110+NM of torque and reaches variable 
speeds of 50-120 RPM in both directions. The integrated stainless steel winch cog 
contains a unique drive to prevent failure in both rotation directions and will not 
unthread or snap the retaining screw.
Every Winchrite Winch Drive comes with a quick charging device; 100-240 volt shore 
power; a 12-volt Trickle charging device and a storage tote bag.

Thunderbird Marina
 West Vancouver

604.921.7457

Reed Point Marina
 Port Moody
604.939.0499

Westport Marina
 Sidney

Vancouver Island
250.656.5832

150 exclusive listings: 
www.thunderbirdmarine.com 

B.C.’s Largest Database
of Used Boats
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ANCHORAGE ANCHORAGE

MAKING SAILS THE WAY 

YOU WANT

COLLINGWOOD 705-446-2128

FULL SERVICE SAIL LOFT

CANADA WIDE 866-746-2128

HYDESAILS.COM

COLLINGWOOD 705-446-2128

FULL SERVICE SAIL LOFT

CANADA WIDE 866-746-2128

HYDESAILS.COM

• Westerbeke Gas and Diesel Generators
•
•

 Westerbeke Diesel  
 

Propulsion Engines

• Universal Diesel Engines
• Velvet Drive transmission and parts
• SeaKamp Heat exchangers
• Speedseal Impeller covers
• Transmission repairs Hurth, ZF, Paragon,Velvet Drive
• Repair parts for Mercruiser, Volvo, Crusader

• phone-1-519-825-4631 • fax-1-519-825-7752 • parts 1-800-345-8341
website: www.anthonykeatsmarine.com

email: anth-kea@on.aibn.com

Westerbeke Industrial Diesel Gen Sets

THE VARI-FAMILY

Largest Selection | Both Folding & Feathering | Unsurpassed German Engineering

NAUTILUS PROPELLER
Ph: 416-503-1931  email: greg@NautilusVariProp.ca

For more information and a quote visit www.NautilusVariProp.ca

Consult the VARIPROPELLER experts for the best solution 
to your needs and budget.

2005 North Pacific 42’ Pilothouse.  
Boathouse kept. Cummins 370 w/ 800 hours,  
genset, watermaker, inverter, bow thruster,  
dinghy/davit & much more.   
www.yachtworld.com/northpacific

$315,000 OBO duty paid. Call Trevor 604-377-6650

place your ad here

GROWTH CANADA’S

NMEA 2000 On Steroids

Rossiter Boats

DOCK 
EDGE

CANADA-MARKET FOR

OneNet
Up 60%!

OppORtuNity AREAS

OCTOBER 2012

Reach  
5000  
qualified  
readers
For more information and rates
Contact Mary Nicoll Today!
905-535-2866
mnicoll@kerrwil.com

Boat insurance.  
It’s what we do!

www.northstarinsurance.ca
info@northstarinsurance.ca 

1.866.717.9295      

Boat insurance.  
It’s what we do!

www.northstarinsurance.ca
info@northstarinsurance.ca 

1.866.717.9295      

Boat insurance.  
It’s what we do!

www.northstarinsurance.ca
info@northstarinsurance.ca 

1.866.717.9295      

2009 MARQUIS 500 SpoRt BRIdge
ClASS “A” VeSSel

Triple VolVo 500 ipS - eaSieST docking SySTem in The world 
“JoySTick”, STone grey hull & cherry wood inTerior, 

23 kw. kohler generaTor, Full raymarine elecTronicS, 
reVerSe cycle heaT & air condiTioning, hydraulic Swim 
liFT - 32’ lcd TV w/dVd & premium STereo, 20’ TV & STereo 

in maSTer & Vip - Bridge STereo, Foredeck Sunpad, cockpiT 
grill, reFrigeraTor & icemaker, caBle maSTer For Shore 

power, recenT drydock, BoTTom painT & new zincS  
underwaTer lighTS, cruiSeS @ 26-30 knoTS

FACTORY CLEARENCE $789,000 - Call 604-669-8081  
Trades Considered, will deliver in Cda, U.s. Mex, BahaMas

thIS BoAt IS A MUST SEE ;  
BetteR thAn new!

AD INDEX
AGLCA ...........................................................99

Andrews Trucking .....................................120

Anthony Keats Marine

Bayview Propeller.....................................119

Beneteau America ......................................17

Binnacle, The ...............................................27

Blackfish Marine ...............................113, 121

Blue Pacific Yacht Charters ....................104

Boatcan ........................................................87

Bridgeview Marine .....................................37

C-Tow Marine Assistance .........................90

Canada Metal ..............................................23

Canadian Power Squadrons ...............88, 95

Canadian Safe Boating Council ..............118

Centre City Capital ......................................46

Class Afloat - West Island College ...........93

Coast Realty Group ...................................117

Coastal Craft Welded  

Aluminum Boats ........................................4, 5

Conch Charters Limited............................101

Cowan Insurance ........................................85

Cranky Amps ..............................................120

Crates Lake Country Boats ..............100, 106

Crescent Beach Marina...........................114

Cruisers Yachts......................................32, 33

Custom Boat Works ..................................119

CYOA Yacht Charters ................................101

Dolphin Insurance Services ......................43

Doyle Detroit ................................................26

Eaglecraft/Daigle Welding & Marine ......75

Epiphanes .....................................................47

Europa Travel & Tours ..............................108

Evolution Sails .............................................77

Farpoint Marine .........................................109

Fogh Marine Limited ...................................90

Freedom Lift .................................................47

G.A. Checkpoint ...................................27, 115

Garmin International.....................................9

Horizon Yacht Charters ..............................99

Hunter Marine .....................................2, 3, 13

Interlux ..........................................................50

Island Cruising ...........................................103

Jack Pady Marine .....................................105

Jeanneau  Prestige.......................................6

Jeanneau Sail ..............................................10

K-Force .......................................................120

Lake Ontario 300 Race................................93

Land-Sea Power..........................................39

Martin Marine Services .............................81

Mason’s Chandlery .....................................78

Mercury Marine ..........................................79

Meridian Yachts ........................................116

Michele Stevens Sail Loft ........................120

Nautilus Propellers ...................................120

Navis .............................................................19

North Pacific Yachts ...........................31, 120

Northstar Insurance ...........................42, 121

Offshore Sailing School ...........................102

Outer Harbour Marina ................................87

Pacific Boat Brokers ................................112

Parkbridge Marinas/BayPort ....................46

Pat Sturgeon Yachts .................................107

Philbrooks Boatyard ...................................85

Pro-tech Yacht Services ............................21

Raymarine/CMC Electronics .....................44

RCR Yachts .................................................108

Robertson & Robertson..............................41

Roton Industries ..........................................50

Royal City Bedding ....................................119

Salus Marine Wear .....................................25

Sideshift BC..................................................23

Simrad ...........................................................11

Skyline Marina...........................................105

Specialty Yachts ................................110, 111

Sperry Top-Sider .................................18, 123

Standard Horizon ........................................39

Star Clippers Americas ..............................95

Suzuki ............................................................14

Thunderbird Yacht Sales..........................119

Triton Sails ..................................................121

Trotac Marine ..............................................81

True North Yachts .....................................108

Tui Marine - Sunsail ..................................124

UK Products Canada ..................................21

Victoria Boat Show/BCYBA.......................96

Volvo Penta Canada ...................................82

West Bay Sonship .......................................35

West Marine Products ...............................44

Western Marine Supply .............................29

Winchrite ....................................................119
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G
EttiNG pREppEd fOR mY 
tRip tO piCtON fOR tHE 
ARtiClE iN CANAdiAN 
YACHtiNG EAst ON 

pAGE 20, (diGitAl EditiON At 
www.canadianyachting.ca) i 
RAN ACROss AN AutOGRApHEd 
pROGRAmmE i HAd tuCKEd AwAY 
fROm tHE 1960 HARmswORtH 
tROpHY RACE. As you may recall, 
Miss Supertest III wrenched the 
Harmsworth from the Yanks in 1959 
and this program is from the first 
Canadian defence. Bob Hayward 
won the 1960 race, then won again 
in ’61 before he died in a crash later 
that year and Miss Supertest III was 
retired forever.

The Harmsworth racing in Canada 
was held on Long Reach (recently 
renamed Hayward Long Reach)—a 
beautifully sheltered six-mile straight 
run stretching from Deseronto at its 
north end, south to Picton Harbour 
flanked by high banks and trees.

The programme delivers a whole 
lot of nostalgia of course. On one 
plane, it’s a remembrance of Picton 
with ads from the Grey Room over 
the Stedman store (“the nicer things 
of fashion at very moderate prices”) 
and Eaton’s Picton branch store on 
Main Street. The centre spread of 
the programme is a fine score card 

sponsored by Player’s Please, back 
when cigarettes could advertise.

I accumulated the programme a 
decade or two ago when I was research-
ing a movie script I had envisioned. 
The idea was an all-Canadian epic 
recreating the excitement of the time. 
It would be great: Long Reach looks 
identical to its 1960 splendour as the 
race site, Picton looked the same and 
the wooden beauty, Miss Supertest was 
sitting at the Ontario Science Centre 
ready to be celebrated.

As I got more deeply into it, I 
realized that Miss Supertest III had 
won for two good reasons. Because of 
British Empire ties, Canada got to use 
a British engine, a 2,000 horsepower (!) 
Rolls-Royce Griffon that out-performed 
the US-built Allisons and with that 
extra power pushing it, Canada could 
have won with a boxcar on water skis. 
The other plotline I discerned was 
that Bob Hayward, a ‘chicken farmer’ 
from Embro in western Ontario who 
somehow got convinced to go faster 
than was sensible in a craft that essen-
tially traveled on its sponsons and prop. 
Sure, there are lots of hydroplanes 
and they crash now and again, but this 
baby had all the power Rolls-Royce 
could muster. From my vantage, those 
huge speeds the boat attained made 
his driving choices a less than optimal 

safety decision. All very sad really.
I briefly flirted with pursuing a 

psychological drama based around high 
risk boat racing involving a hard-ass 
owner and slightly naive driver. Then I 
decided I didn’t have the stomach for 
that. In the end I was pretty pleased to 
see the Canadian postage stamp come 
out last year and left it at that.

This was not the first time I had 
been infatuated with three-point speed. 
For a ninth birthday I received a balsa 
model of Miss Thriftway as a present 
and I was totally hooked. By the time 
the Supertest campaigns were going, 
I was reading Popular Mechanics and 
planning to build Sea Fleas. In my 
dreams I was blasting up Long Reach 
at 185 mph.

Eventually, I did race a plywood 
boat but it was as a sailor. While six 
mph around the marks isn’t quite Miss 
Budweiser, it works for me. Today, I 
have the Harmsworth program—I’d 
love to still have that Miss Thriftway 
1/32 model.

Many years later, I got to visit the 
race scene once again. From the banks 
on the east shore between Picton and 
the Glenora ferry you get a great vista 
of Long Reach. Standing there last fall, 
I would have loved to hear the throb 
of that Griffon kicking those American 
challengers once again. 

Chicken farmer
By John Morris

CROSSING THE liNE
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